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CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 


"HEN Voltaire was in England, 
about the year 1726, all the ge- 
niuſes of that time were aſſembled one 
evening in compliment to him, at the earl of 
Peterborough's, on Parſon's Green, and as 
he had read and admired Addiſon's works, 
more than any other, he was happy to 
plant himſelf near fo great a man, himſelf 
being then a ſtripling. It ſo happened, 
our Engliſh author was in one of his fits of 
taciturnity, but he had drank too much, 
even ſo as to be obliged to diſcharge ſome 
ſhare of what he had loaded his ſtomach 
_ with. When the evening ended, and the 
company ſeparating, Voltaire waited on 
Vor. II. %% 
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Mr. Addiſon to. the coach ; confeſſed. his 
obligation at having had the honour to fit ſo 
near him all the time; but added, That he 
was ſorry to ſay, the beſt thing which came 

- . Out of his mouth that night, was the claret. 


At the cloſe of an election at Lewes, the 
late duke of Newcaſtle was fo delighted 
with the conduct of a caſting voter, that 
he almoſt fell upon his neck and kiſſed 
him. My dear friend, I love you dearly! 
'* You're the greateſt man in the world! 1 
+ Jong to ſerve you! What can I do for 
<you?* May it pleaſe your grace, an 
s exciſeman of this town is very old; I 
s would beg leave to ſucceed him as ſoon 
as he dies.“ Aye, that you ſhall, with 
all my heart. I wiſh for your ſake, he 
were dead and buried now. As ſoon as 
< heis, ſet out to me, my dear friend! Be 
* it night or day, inſiſt upon ſeeing me, 
« ſleeping or waking, If I am not at Clare» 
4 mont, come to Lincoln" $ Inn-Fields! 

55 * Come 


| 
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Come to court; If I am not at court, nee 


© ver reſt till you find me! Not the ſanc- 
tum ſanctorum, or any place, ſhall be 
b kept ſacred from ſuch a dear, worthy, 
good ſoul as you are, Nay, Ill give 
borders for you to be admitted, though 

© the king and I were talking ſecrets toge- 
© ther in the cabinet.“ The voter ſwallow- 
ed every thing with extacy; and, ſcraping 
down to the very ground, retired to wait, 


in faith, for the death of the exciſeman. 
The former took his leave of this wicked 


world in the following winter. As ſoon 


as ever the duke's friend was apprized of 
it, he ſet off for London, and reached 
Lincoln's-Inn Fields about two o'clock in 


the morning. The king of Spain had, 


about this time, been ſeized by a diſorder, 


which ſome of the Engliſh had been in- 
duced to believe, from particular expreſ- 
ſes, he could not poſſibly ſurvive, 


Amoneſt theſe, the noble duke was the 


molt credulous, and probably the moſt 


B 2 anxious. 
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anxious. On the very firſt moment of re- 
_ ceiving his intelligence, he had diſpatched + 
couriers to Madrid, who Were commanded 
to return with unuſual haſte, as ſoon as 
ever the death of his catholic majeſty 
mould have been announced. Ignorant of 
the time in which they might arrive, and 
impatient of the fate of every hour, the 
duke would not retire to his reſt, till he 
had given the ſtricteſt orders to his attend- 


who ſhould defire admittance. When the 
voter aſked if he was at home, he was an- 
fwered by the porter, Yes, his grace has 
« been i in bed ſome time; but we were di- 
© rected to awaken him, as ſoon as ever 
you came.“ Ah, (God bleſs him! I 
know that the duke always told me I. 
© ſhould be welcome by night or by day. 
Pray ſhew me up.” The happy viſitor was 
ſcarcely conducted to the door, when he 
ruſhed into the room, and, in the tranſport. 
of his. Joy, cried . 1 19 lord, he's 
ey * dead, 


( 


„* 
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© dead, That's well, my dear friend; 
* I'm glad of it, with all my ſoul. When 
did he die?“ * The Fan before laſt, 
and pleaſe your grace. What folate- 
1 ly! Why, my worthy, good creature, 


vou muſt have flown : the lightning it- ' 


« ſelf could not travel half fo faft as you 

Tell me, you beſt of men, how I ſhall 
reward you? All I wiſh for, in this 
World, is, that your grace would pleaſe 
to remember your kind promiſe, and ap- 
point me to ſucceed him.“ Lou, you 
blockhead! You king of Spain! What 
family pretenſions can you have? Let's 


look at you ?? By this time the aſtoniſh· = 


ed duke threw back the cuttains, and re- 
collected the face of his electioneering 
friend; but it was ſeen with rage and diſ- 
appointment. To have robbed him of . 
his reſt might eaſily have been forgiven; 
but to Laws fed him with a groundleſs ſup- 
poſition that the king of Spain was dead; 
became a matter of reſentment, He was, 


B $-: | . 
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at firſt, diſmiſſed with all the violence of 


anger and refuſal. At length, the victim 


of his paſſion became an object of his 
mirth; and, when he felt the ridicule that 


marked the incident, he raiſed the candi- 


date for monarchy into a poſt, which, 


from the colour of the preſent times, may 
ſeem, at leaſt, as honourable, —he made 


him an erobern. 


The late duke of Montague was no kf 


remarkable for his wit and humour, than 
: he was for his whims and frolicks, which 
he conducted with a dexterity and addreſs 


peculiar to himſelf; as will appear from 


the following adventure: Soon after 

the concluſion of the peace in 1748, he 

| had obſerved, that a middle-aged man, in 
ſomething like a military dreſs, of which the 
lace was much tarniſhed, and the cloth worn 
thread-bare, appeared, at a certain hour in 
the Park, walking to and fro in the Mall, 


with a kind of mournful ſolemnity, or ru- 


minat- 


G 0 1 W 


without taking at 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES 7 
minating by himſelf on one of the benches, . 
my more notice of the gay 


_ croud that was moving before him, tban 
of ſo many emmets on an ant-hill, or atoms 
dancing in the ſun. This man the duke 
ſingled out as likely to be a fit object for 

a frolick. He began, therefore, by mak- 


ing ſome enquiry concerning him, and ſoon 
learnt, that he was an unfortunate, poor 
creature, who, having laid out his whole 
ſtock in the purchaſe of a commiſſion, had 


behaved with great bravery in the war, in 


hopes of preferment, bur, upon concluſion: 
of the peace, had been reduced to ſtarve 


upon half-pay. This the duke thought a - 


* 
favourable circumſtance for his purpoſe; 


but he learnt, upon further enquiry, that 


the captain, having a wife and ſeveral chil-- | 
dren, had been reduced to the neceffity of 
ſending them down to Yorkſhire, whither 
he inſtantly tranſmitted them the moiety of 
his half-pay, which would not ſubſiſt them | 
nearer London, and reſerved the. other 


B34 - [-moay 


n CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 


| moiety to keep, himſelf upon the ſpot, 
where alone he could hope for an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining a more advantageous 
ſituation. Theſe particulars afforded a 
new ſcope for the duke's genius, and he 


| immediately began his operation. After 


| ſome time, when every thing had been 
prepared, he watched an opportunity, as 
the captain was fitting alone, buſied in 


thought, to ſend his gentleman to him, 
with his compliments, and an invitation to 


dinner the next day. The duke, having 
placed himſelf at a convenient diſtance, ſaw 
his meſſenger approach without being per- 
2 and to begin to ſpeak without be- 
ing heard: he ſaw his intended gueſt ſtart, 


at length, from his reverie, like a man 


frighted out of a dream, and gaze with a 
fooliſh look of wonder and perplexity at 


the perſon that accoſted him, without 


ſeeming to comprehend what he ſaid, 


or to believe his ſenſes, when it was re- 


| peated to him. In ſhort, he law, with 
. infinite f 


de 
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| 0 ſatisfaction, all that could be ex- 


pected in the looks, behaviour, and att 


tude of a man, addreſſed in ſo abrupt and 


unaccountable a manner; and, as the ſport 
_ depended. on the man's ſenſibility, he dif 


covered fo much of that quality, on ſtriking. 


the firſt ſtroke, that he promiſed himſelf 


ſucceſs beyond his former hopes. 


He was. 


told, however, that the captain returned 
thanks for the honour intended him, and. 


would wait upon his.grace at the time ap- 
pointed. When he came, the duke re- 


cetived him with particular marks of civi- 


lity; 33 and, taking him aſide, with an air of 
great ſecrecy and importance, told him, 
that he had deſired the favour of his com- 
pany to dine, chiefly upon account of a. 
lady who. had long had a particular regard: 


for him, and had expreſſed. a great deſire 


to be in his company, which her ſituation: 
made it impoſſible for her to accompliſhz. 


M's: 


without the aſſiſtance of a friend; that hav- 
ing learnt theſe particulars by accident, he 


had 
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had taken the liberty to bring them toge 
ther; and added, that he thought ſuch an 
act of civility (whatever might be the opi- 

nion of the world) would: be no imputation 
on his honour.. During this diſcourſe, the 


duke enjoyed a profound aſtoniſhment and 


the various changes or confuſion that ap- 


peared in the captain's face, who, after he 5 
had little recovered himſelf, began a ſpeech. 

with great ſolemnity, in which the duke 
Perceived he was labouring, in the beſt man- 


ner he could, to inſinuate that he doubted. 
whether he was. not impoſed upon, and 
whether he ought not to reſent it; and, 


therefore, ro put an end. to his difficulties. 
at once, the duke laid his hand upon his 
breaſt, and very devoutly ſwore, that he 


told him nothing that he did not believe, 


upon good evidence, to be true. When 
word was brought that dinner was ſerved,. 
the captain entered the dining-room with 
Zurioſity and wonder; but his wonder was. 
unſpeakably increaſed, when he ſaw, at the- 


table, his own wite and children, The 


duke 
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duke had begun his frolick by ſending for 
them out of Yorkſhire, and had as much, 
if not more, aſtoniſhed the lady, than he 
had done her huſband, to whom he took _ 
care ſhe ſhould have no opportunity to 
ſend a letter. It is much more eaſy to 
conceive than deſeribe a meeting ſo ſud- 
den, unexpected, and extraordinary: it is 
ſuffieient to ſay, that it afforded the duke 
the higheſt entertainment, who, at length, 
vith much difficulty, quietly: ſeated them 
at his table, and perſuaded them to eat, 
without thinking either of yeſterday or to- 
morrow. Soon after dinner was over, 
word was brought to the duke, that his 
lawyer attended about ſome buſineſs by his 
grace's order. The duke, willing to have 
a ſhort truce with the various enquiries of 
the captain about his family, ordered the 
lawyer to be introduced, who, pulling 
out a deed that the duke was to ſign, was 
directed to read it, with an apology tothe 
company for interruption. The lawyer 
n began to read, when, to com- 
B E= gs Plete : 
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plete the adventure, and the confuſion an 

aſtoniſhment of the poor captain and his 
17 Fo wife, the deed appeared to be a ſettlement 


Which the duke had made upon them, of 


ws genteel ſufficiency, for life. Having 


gravely heard the inſtrument read, without | 


appearing to. take any notice of the emo - 


tions of his gueſts, he ſigned: and ſealed it, 


and delivered it to the captain's. hand, de- 
' firing him to accept it without compli» 
ments; For, ſays he, I aſſure you, it is 
tthe laſt thing I would have done, if L 


thought I could, have employed my mo- 


_ © ney, or my time, more to my ſatisfaction, ] 
in any other way. 


_— 


Every body has heard of admiral 


Blake, who, perhaps,. carried the honour 


of | his country to as high A pitch, as any : 


man that ever lived; one inſtance of which 
deſerves to be written in indelible charac- 


ters upon the heart of every Britiſh ſubject. 
This great officer being at Malaga with his 
| ue oe 
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fleet, ſome of his ſeamen, out of curioſity, 
went on ſhore, at a time when the hoſt was 
carrying about the ſtreets, as is. uſual in all 
Catholic countries upon every grand feſti- 

val; but, inſtead. of behaving: with that 


deceney which ſerious men ought in a fo- 


reign country, they not only refuſed to pay 


any honours: to the bleſſed image theme 
ſelves, but laughed at thoſe that did; than 

. which there could not be a groſſer affront. 
One of the prieſts, fired with holy zeal on 


the ſuppoſed indignity. eaſt upon his God, 


inſpired: the people with reſentment againſt | 
the ſcoffers, ſo that they fell furiouſly upon 


them and drove them to their ſhips, not 
without ſome loſs of blood on both ſides. 
The ſailors complained to their comman- 


der of the uſage they had met with from 
the townſmen, and one and. all petitioned 
for leave to take their own revenge; but 


the admiral promiſed them ſatisfaction in 


a more honourable way : accordingly he 
nb a0ng pu: a. mn to the 


gover- 
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governor of the town, to demand the prieſt: 
who had been the chief promoter of the 
tumult. The governor returned for an- 
ſwer, That he had no authority over the 
prieſts, and therefore could not comply 
with the admiral's demand. But Blake ſent 
word back, that he would not inquire who 
had the power to ſend the prieſt to him, 
but, if he were not ſent within three hours, 
he would burn the town. Upon this reſo- 
late meſſage, the governor thought pro- 
per to deliver up the prieſt; who, with fear 
and trembling, appeared before the admi- | 
ral, expecting no other than to be hanged: WM | 
that inſtant upon the yard arm. But Blake 0 
thought fit to hear what he had to ſay in | 
_ Juſtification of his conduct. The prieſt: Il | 
very naturally laid the blame of alt the 
miſchief upon the rude behaviour of the 
ſeamen, who had ridiculed one of the moſt : 
ſolemn rites of their moſt holy. church. 
Blake anſwered, That if he had complain-- 
ed to him of che inſult, he would have pu- 
T niſhed 
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niſhed ſeverely the authors of it; ſince he 


would: not allow his men: to affront: the 
eſtabliſhed. religion of any place, at: which 


he might have occaſion to touch; but he 


took it heinouſly, that he ſhould ſpirit up 
the Spaniards. to ſuch. inſolence; for he 
would have all the world to know, That 


an Engliſhman was only. to be puniſhed: 


by an Engliſhman;. However, he civil- 
ly treated the prieſt and diſmiſſed him, be- 
ing ſatisfied: he had him in his power. 
Cromwell. was exceedingly pleaſed. with 
this incident, and read the letters in-coun> 
cil, which gave an account of it, with un- 
common ſatisfaction, adding, That he 

hoped. to make the name of an Engliſh- 
man as much revered as ever was chat of 1 
an old en, 


Mr. Dryden W an even 0 
ing in company with the duke of Bucking- 
ham, the earl of Rocheſter, lord Dorſet, 


and ſome others of the firſt dilinction —_—_— 


reputaz 3 
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4 | reputation for genius, the converſation 
i ttutrned upon literary ſubjects; ſuch as the 
1 fineneſs of compoſition, the harmony of 
1 numbers, the beauties of invention, the 
i - Ffinoothneſs and elegance of ſtyle, &c. &c. 
, After ſome debate, it was finally. agreed, 

it that each perſon preſent ſhould write ſome- | 
|: thing upon whatever ſubje& chanced to 
i frike the imagination, and place it under 
| the candleſtick. Mr. Dryden was excepted 


0 | ageainſt in every reſpect, but as a judge of 
mn the whole. Of courſe that office was 
i aſligned him. Some of the company. were 
at more than ordinary pains to out-rival 
| each. other: the man moſt tranquil and 
unconcerned was lord Dorſet ;- who, with 
much eaſe and compoſure, very coolly 
wrote two or three lines, and careleſsly 
| - threw them in the place agreed upon; and 

ö þ | when the reſt had done ſo by theirs, the ar- 
biter opened the leaves of. their deſtiny. 

In going through the whole he diſcovered: 
ſtrong marks of pleaſure and ſatisfaction⸗ 
ve bet TY | an 
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but at one, in particular, he diſcovered the 
moſt boundleſs rapture. © I muſt acknow- 
* ledge,” ſays Dryden, - « that there are 
6 abundance of fine things in my hands, 
and fuch as do honour to the perſonages 
ho wrote chem; but I am under indiſ- 


penſable neceſſity of giving the higheſt 


preference to lord Dorſet. I muſt requeſt 
you will hear it yourſelves, gentlemen, 
| *andI believe each and every one of you 
will approve my e . 


«1 promiſe t6 pay to John Dryden, Eſa. | 


3 or order, on demand, the ſum of five 


hundred Pounds. 3 Doxszr. 


74H muſt confeſs,” continued Dryden, © that 


© I am equally charmed with the ſtyle and 
© the ſubject; and I flatter myſelf, gentle- 
men, that I ſtand in need of no arguments 
to induce you to join with me in opinion 
« againſt yourſelves. This kind of writ- 
ing exceeds any other, whether ancient 


© or modern. It is not the eſſence, but | 
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+ the quinteſſence of language : : and is, im 


fact, reaſon and argument ſurpaſling every 
thing.“ The company all readily con- 
curred with the bard, and each perſon 
preſent was forward to expreſs a due ad- 
miration of his lordſhip's penetration, 
ſound judgement, and ſuperior abilities, 
with which it is probable Mr. Dryden, 
that great judge upon ſuch occaſions, was. 
ſill more thoroughly fatisfied than e ny 
the e 9 785 


The perſonal enmity which had ſublitt⸗ 
ed between his late majeſty king George 
II. and Frederick-William, late king of 
Pruſſia, even from their early years, and 
often to the no ſmall perplexity of their 


' miniſters, went ſo far (ſays Baron Biel- 
: field) that, as he is informed from a good: 

quarter, they. conceived the very ſingular 
defign of gratifying it in a duel. King: 
George had already made choice of briga- 


dier Sutton for his ſecond, and the king of 
FPruſſia 


* 
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Pruſſia of colonel Derſchaw. The terri- 
tory of Hildeſchiem had been pitched up- 
on for the meeting. His Britannic ma- 
jeſty was then at Hanover, and his Pruſ- 
ſian majeſty was come as far as Saltzdahl, 
near Brunſwick, Baron Borck, his miniſ- 
ter at London, and lately diſmiſſed from 
that court in a very abrupt manner, being 
come to the king his maſter at Saltzdahl, 
found him in ſuch a violent paſſion, that 
he did not think it adviſeable directly to 
oppoſe his deſign; but, to gain time, 
feigned to approve of the extraordinary 
combat which that prince meditated, and he 
even offered to carry the challenge. But 
coming into the king's apartment an hour 
after, he took the liberty of ſpeaking to 
him in this manner: Sire, I allow that 
your majeſty's quarrel is not to be deter- 
mined any other way than by a duel; 
but your majeſty being but juſt raiſed 
<from. a. dangerous ſickneſs, and your 
health * {till TOO ſhould N 5 


* 
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b be taken with a relapſe the day before the 
affair, or perhaps at the very time, what 
would the world ſay? and how would 
© the king of England make his boaſts ? 
How many ſcandalousconſtructions would 


be put upon this accident? What an odi- 


b © ous ſuſpicion might it not bring on your 
_ * majeſty's courage? Theſe things conſi- 
© dered, do not you think, Sire, it would 
© be better to ſtay a fortnight ?* The king 
is ſaid to have come into theſe reaſons, 
though with ſome difficulty; the challenge 
Vas not ſent; the miniſters on both ſides 


gained time; the choler of both parties 


evaporated, and the re yours the 
OS was made 0 1 0 


We beg leave to add a hort, dut eſs 


2 983500 anecdote of Frederick. It ſeems 
he was far from being favourably diſpoſed 
to literature, and, by way of contempt, 


would now and then propoſe to the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, at Berlin, mere trilles, 5 


or 


—— 
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or jokes. The academy's anſwer, indeed, 
was generally of no better turn. One day, 
for inſtance, his majeſty ſent them the fol- 
lowing queſtion: What might be the 
phyſical cauſes, why two glaſſes, filled 
with champaigne, and ftruck one againſt 


- the other 5 the ſound, inſtead of being ſhrill 1 


and clear as that of two glaſſes filled with 


any other wine, was faint and dull. The 


academicians returned for anſwer; That 
their pockets not reaching champaigne, 

they were ignorant of the effect. The 
king, to convince them of the phenomenon, 
ſent them a dozen of flaſks. They drank 
the wine, without elucidating the royal 
problem. 2 Bae 


The late Mr. Whiſton was once in com- 
pany with Meſſieurs Pope, Addiſon, 
Walpole, ſecretary Craggs, and others; 
when the queſtion was ſtarted, Whether a 
ſecretary of ſtate could be an honeſt man, 
conſiſtent with the intereſt of his country ? 

After 
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After ſome debate, all appealed to Mr, 
Whiſton, who appeared unwilling to give 
his opinion upon a point of ſtate-policy z 
but, being preſſed thereto, ſaid, he beliey- 
ed it would be beſt for a ſecretary of ſtate 
to ſpeak. openly what he knew, and de- 
clare his intentions freely, Mr. Craggs 
replied, It might do for a fortnight, but 
not longer. To which, ſays Mr. Whiſ- 
ton, Mr. Secretary, did you ever try it for 
* afortnight ?? The ſecretary. made no an- 
ſwer, and Mr. Walpole ſaid he could not 
anſwer.——Another time, in a conference 
with the late queen Caroline, who had a 
great reſpect for him, and had frequently 
experienced with pleaſure the truth and 
ſincerity of his heart, her Majeſty obſerved, 
that ſhe well knew in general the people's 
freedom in paſſing their cenſures upon the 
court, and aſked him, What particular 
fault they found in her conduct? Mr, 
| Whiſton replied, That the fault moſt com- 
_ plained of, was, that of her talking at cha- 
-” 
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pel. She promiſed amendment; but pro- 
_ ceeding to aſk what other faults were ob- 
jected to her, he replied, When your 
* majeſty has amended _ es or 1 
< of the next.“ 

It is well known the ſovereign contempt 2 
the late Henry Fielding, Eſq. entertained 
for the underſtandings of the generality of 
mankind. It was in vain to tell him, that 
a particular ſcene was dangerous on account 
of its coarſeneſs, or becauſe it retarded the 
general buſineſs with feeble efforts of wit : 
he doubted the diſcernment of his audi- 
tors, and ſo thought himſelf ſecured by 
their tupidity, if not by his own humour 
and vivacity. A very remarkable inſtance 
of this diſpoſition appeared, when the co- 
medy of the Wedding-Day was put into 
rehearſal. An actor, who was principally 
concerned in the piece, and, though 
young, was then, by the advantage of 
happy ile an n early favourite of the 
public, 


a 


and, juſt as had been foreſe 
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public, told Mr. Fielding he was appre- 
henſive that the audience would make free 


with him in a particular paſſage; adding, 


that a repulſe might ſo flurry his ſpirits; 
as to diſconcert him for the reſt of the 


night, and therefore begged it might be 

omitted. No, d—n em,“ replied the 

bard; if the ſcene 1s not a good one, let 

them find that out.“ Accordingly the 


play was brought on, without alteration 
en, the diſap- 
probation of the houſe was provoked at 


the paſſage before objected to; and the 


performer, alarmed and uneaſy at the hif- 


ſes he had met with, retired into the green- 
room, where the author was indulging his 
genius, and ſolacing himſelf with a bottle 
of champaigne. He had, by this time, 
drank pretty plentifully ; and, cocking his 
eye at the actor, while ſtreams of tobacco 


trickled down from the corner of his 
mouth, What's the matter Garrick ?“ 


ſays he. What are they * now ?? 


©, Þ * 
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* Why the ſcene I begged you to retrench: 
I knew it would not do, and they Haveſo 
« frightened: me, that I ſhall not be able to 
collect myſelf again the whole night. : 
© Oh! n 'em, ' replies the e re 
6 have found it out, have ch PNG} - 
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In the walls of the ee houſe: of Sir 
Edward Dering, in the county of Kent, 
lately pulled down and rebuilt, a Latin ma- 
nuſcript was found, wrote by a baſtard 
ſon of Richard III. not mentioned by any 
of our hiſtorians. The occaſion of its 
lodgment was as follows: This youth 
was privately educated in the country, at a 
great expence, under the beſt maſters in 
every ſcience. The tuition anſwered the 
royal expectation. The night before the 


ſent for him, and he was privately con- 
ducted to his tent. The attendants being 
diſmiſſed, he declared to him the grand ſe- 


cret, that he was his father, and, preſenting 
Vor. VVT 


fatal battle of Boſworth F ield, - the king 5 


| "* CURIOUS ANRCDOTES. 
him with fifteen hundred pounds (a large 


um in thoſe days), ſaid, Son, thou muſt 


© wait the iſſue of to-morrow : if fortunate, 
I will acknowledge thee, and create thee 
prince of Wales: if the battle goes 
aggainſt me, and 1 fall, forget what thou 


4 « art, and live retired, there is that (the 


money given) which will procure a main- 
tenance. The ſon withdrew to a place of 
ſecrecy and obſervation, The fatal day 
came; the battle enſued; Richard fell: 


| his ſon immediately ſet off for the capital, 


and placed himſelf with a maſon of great 
_ eminence, being about ſixteen years of age. 
The gracefulneſs of his perſon and beha- 
viour beſpoke that parentage which, how- 
ever, he had the art and addreſs carefully 
to diſguiſe and conceal. The maſter quick- 
ly diſcovered the genius of his apprentice, 
whoſe ſkill and judgment he relied upon in 
the niceſt and moſt difficult parts of archi- 
tecture. Being engaged in ſome alterations 
and repairs in this ancient kouſe, Richard's 
„ ſon 
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ſon was ſent down to ſuperintend the 
workmen, where his wit, not leſs than his 


ingenuity, was ſo engaging, that the owner 
of the ſeat retained him, and permitted 
him to build on his eſtate a little manſion 
to reſide upon. He lived ſome years in 


this retirement, devoted to reading and 


contemplation, in great repute for his 
learning, piety and modeſty, and, during 
that period, he wrote his life. At the ap- 
proach of death, he gave the manuſcript 


to his patron, with a requeſt not to read 


it till after his deceaſe. He recovered, 
but ſoon after died; and the aforeſaid ma- 
nuſcript (incloſed, as it is ſuppoſed, by 
his friend within the wall) was not known 


nor diſcovered till fo lately as 1768. It 


is now in the poſſeſſion of the family of 
the Derings, to whom the lovers of hiſ- 
tory, and the public in general, would be 
* . or e publication. 99 5 
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When Dr. Samuel Johnſon made the 
tour of Scotland, in 1773, he was admitted, 
ſpeciali gratia, into the fraternity of ſages; 
known at Edinburgh by the title of the 
Phyſica-Theological Society. The conver- 


ſation, as uſual, turned upon a very abſtruſe 
point of metaphyſics; viz. Whether a 


man would accept of exiſtence by choice; 
or whtther the Deity, to carry on the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem of things, muſt not compel 


him to exiſtence by neceſſity ? After many 
hours ipeech in the moſt ſubtle and acute 


refinements of logic, the whole company 


turned their eyes on the doctor, and re- 


queſted to hear his ſentiments. His an- 


ſwer was couched in his uſual cynical 
ſtrain. For my part, I think the ſolu- 


tion of the queſtion ultimately depends 
on the ſingle circumſtance, of conſider- 
ing under what denomination of country 


© the ſuppoſed ſubject for exiſtence was to 


© be diſcriminated. If he was to be an 
e * Engliſh- 


-_ 
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1 Engliſhman, he would exiſt by Choice z 3 
: if a Scotehman, by Ys 


Doctor Young, anther of the Night 
Thoughts, was remarkable for his inti- 
mate acquaintance with the Greek authors, 
and had a paſſionate veneration for Æſchy- 
lus, Theoverflowings of his benevolence 


were as ſtrong, and his fits of reverie were 
as frequent, and occurred often upon the 


moſt intereſting occaſion. Of this laſt 


obſervation, a ſingular inſtance is given by 
a gentleman who ſerved, during the laſt 


war in Flanders, in the very ſame regiment 


to which the doctor was chaplain. On a 


fine ſummer's evening, he thought proper 
to indulge himſelf in his love of a ſolitary 
walk, and accordingly he ſallied forth from 
his tent. The beauties of the hemiſphere, 
and the landſcape round him, preſſed 
warmly on his imagination: his heart over- 
flowed with benevolence to all God's crea- 


tures, and gratitude to the ſupreme Diſ- 


Ta. penſer 


=. 
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penſer of that emanation of glory which 


covered the face of things, It is very poſ- 
ſible, that a paſſage in his dearly-beloved 
ÆEſchylus occurred to his memory on this 
occaſion, and ſeduced his thoughts into a 
profound meditation. Whatever was the 


object of his reflections, certain it is, that 
ſomething did powerfully ſeize his imagi« 


nation, ſo as to preclude all attention to 


things that lay immediately before him 36 
and, in that deep fit of abſence, Dr. Young: | 

| proceeded on his journey, till he arrived 
very quietly and calmly in the enemy's 


camp, where he was, with difficulty, brought 


do a recollection of himſelf, by the repeti · 


tion of Qui va la, from the ſoldiers upon 
duty. The officer who commanded, 
finding that he had ſtrayed thither in the 
undeſigning ſimplicity of his heart, and 
| ſeeing an innate goodneſs in his priſoner 


which commanded his reſpect, very polite» 


ly gave him leave to purſue his contem- 
* back to the 8 camp. | 
| The 
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The late Mr. Hall, the comedian, was 
one day ſtanding at a coffee-houſe door in 
the neighbourhood of St. James's, with 
Mr. Quin, and playing with a little dog 
he frequently s under his arm; when 
his grace the duke of ——, who had been 
a patron of Mr. Hall's, was juſt ſtepping 
into his chariot, after receiving the come- 
dian's ſalute, and obſerving he had got a 


| handſome little puppy; to which Mr. 


Hall innocently replied, * Yes, pleaſe your 
grace, he's one of king Charles's breed.» 
The chariot now began to move, and Mr, 
Quin, turning about to poor Hall (who 
never dreamed he had been guilty of. an 
error) with his uſual acuteneſs, cried, 
Why, you blockhead, do you know that 

© you have affronted my lord duke? Hadn't 

© you brains enough to remember that he's 
* a grandſon of king Charles himſelf,” Mr. 
Hall now recollected his miſtake, and, fear- 


ing he might incur the duke's diſpleaſure, 


ran immediately after the chariot, and, com- 
N OY ing 
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ing, at length, blowing up to the window, 
began to apologize for his expreſſion, and 


| concluded with, © I hope your grace will 


not be offended at what was inadvertently 
« ſaid; for I aſſure your grace; I did not 


}- remember your father was a baſtard of 
* king Gs: 


Fr, rancis s Paſgual, an taken friar, know- 
in ing, from experience, that the dull uniformi- 
ty of the monaſtic life required ſome little 
amuſements to render it ſupportable, the 
firſt thing he ſet about was, to find a miſ- 
treſs. He made love to a lady of eaſy 


virtue, Who ſoon admitted his addreſſes, 


but, at the ſame time, informed him, that 
he had a very formidable rival, who was 

as jealous as a tyger, and would not fail to 
put them both. (o death ſhould he diſeover 
the intrigue. This was no other than a 
te- guard-man, a fellow of ſix feet two 
inches, with a vaſt ſpada, like that of 
Goliath, and a monſtrous Pair of curled 
| whiſkerd, 


J " 
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| whiſkers, that would have caſt a damp on 
the heart of any man but Francis Paſqual. 


But the monaſtic life had not yet enervated 


him: he was accuſtomed to danger, and 
loved a few difficulties... However, as, in 
his preſent character, he could not be on a 


footing with his rival, he thought it beſt 


only to make uſe of prudence and ſtrata- 
gem to ſupplant him: theſe are the eccle · 


ſiaſtical arms, and they have generally 


been found too hard for the military. The 
lady promiſed him an interview ſo ſoon as 
the court ſhould go to Portici, where the 
life-guard- man's duty obliged him to at- 
tend the king of Naples, Paſqual waited 
with impaticnce for ſome time. At laſt 
the wiſhed-for night arrived: the king 
| ſer off, after the opera, with all his guards. 
Paſqual flew like lightning to the arms of 
his miſtreſs; the preliminaries were ſoon 
ſettled, and the happy lovers had juſt fallen 


allcep, when they were ſuddenly alarmed 


by a rap, and a well-known voice at the 


FS door. 
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door. The lady ſtarted up in an agony of 


deſpair, affuring Paſqual that they were 
both undone z that this was her lover, and, 
if ſome expedient was not fallen upon, in 
the firſt tranſports of his fury he would 
certainly put them both to death. There 
was no time for reflection: the hfe-guard- 
man demanded entrance in the moſt pe- 
'remptory manner, and the lady was oblig- 
ed to inſtant compliance. Paſqual had 
juſt time to gather his rags together, and 
cram himſelf in below the bed. At that 
inſtant the door opened, and the giant 
came in, rattling his arms, and ſtorming 
at his miſtreſs, for having made him wait 


ſo long. However, ſhe ſoon pacified him. 


He then ordered her to ſtrike a light, that 
he might ſee to undreſs. This ſtruck Paſ- 
qual to the ſoul, and he gave himſelf up 
for loſt: however, the lady's addreſs ſaved 
him, when he leaſt expected it: in bring- 
ing the tinder, ſhe took care to let fall 
| ſome water into the box; and all the beat- 
. 1 ener ol 
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ing ſhe and her lover could beat, they 


could not produce one ſpark. Every 
ſtroke of the flint ſounded in Paſqual's 


ear like his death-knell ; but, when he 
heard the life guard- man ſwearing at the 


tinder for not kifidling, he began to con- 
ceive ſome hopes, and bleſſed the fertile 


invention of a woman. The lady told 
him he might eaſily get a light at the 
guard, which was at no great diſtance. 


Paſqual's heart leaped with joy; but, when 


the ſoldier anſwered that he was abſent 


without leave, and durſt not be ſeen, it 
began again to flag; and, on his ordering 
her to go, it died within him, and he now 
found himſelf in greater danger than ever. 
The lady herſelf was confounded; but, 

quickly recovering, ſhe told him, it would 


be too long before ſhe could get dreſſed; 
but adviſed him to go to the corner of a 


neighbouring ſtreet, where there was a 
lamp burning before the Virgin Mary, 
who could have no objection to his lighting 
O 6 a candle 
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a candle at it. Paſqual revived; but the 

ſoldier declared he was: too, much fatigued 
with. his walk, and would rather undreſs 

in the dark : he at the ſame time began 

to grope below the bed for a bottle of 


liqueurs, which he knew ſtood there. 
Paſqval ſhook like a quaker : however, 


ſtill he eſcaped. The lady obſerving what 
he was about, made a ſpring, and got 
him. the bottle at the very inſtant he was 
within an inch of ſeizing Paſqual's head. 


The lady then went to bed, and told her 
lover, as it was a cold night, ſhe would 


warm his place for him. Paſqual admired 
her addreſs, and began to conceive ſome 
hopes of eſcaping. His ſituation was the 


moſt irk ſome in the world; the bed was ſo 
low that he had no room to move z and, 
when the great heavy life· guard - man en- 


tered it, he found himſelf ſqueezed down 
to the ground. He lay trembling and 
ſtifling his breath for ſome time, but found 


it abſolutely impoſlible to ſupport his ſitu- 
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ation till morning; and, indeed, if he had, 
his cloaths, which wereſcatteredabout, muſt _ 
infallibly have diſcovered him. He there- 


fore began to think of making his eſcape 
but he could not move without alarming 


his rival, who was now lying above him. 


At firſt, he thought of ruſhing ſuddenly 


out, and throwing himſelf into the ſtreet; 
but this he diſdained : and, on ſecond 
thoughts, determined to ſeize the life- 
guard - man's ſword, and either put him to 
death, or make an honourable capitulation 
both for himſelf and the lady. In the 
midſt of theſe reflections, his rival. began 


to inore, and Paſqual declared, that no 
muſic was ever ſo grateful to his ſoul. 


He tried to ſtir a little, and, finding that 5 


it did not awake the enemy, he, by de- 
grees, worked himſelf entirely out of his 
priſon. He immediately laid hold of the 


great ſpada; when all his fears for ſook 
him, and he felt as bold as a lion. He 
now relngalhct the daſtardly ſcheme of 


wee 
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eſcaping, and only thought how he could 
| beſt retaliate on his rival, for all that he 
had made him ſuffer. As Paſqual was 
| ſtark naked, it was no more trouble to him 


to put on the ſoldier's cloaths than his 
own; and, as both his cloak and his cap- 
pouch together were not worth a ſixpence, 


he thought it moſt eligible to equip him- 
ſelf à la militaire, and to leave his ſacerdo- 
tal robes to the ſoldier. In a ſhort time he 
was drefſed cap- a- pee. His greaſy cow), 


his cloak, his ſandals, his rofary, and his 


| rope of diſcipline, he gathered together, 


and placed on a chair before the bed; and, 


girding himſelf with a great buff. belt, in- 
ſtead of the cordon of St. Francis, and 


graſping his truſty toledo inſtead of the 
crucifix, he ſallied forth into the ſtreet. 
He pondered for ſome time what ſcheme 
to fall upon; and at firſt thought of re- 
turning in the character of another life- 


guard. man, pretending to have been ſent 


by the officer in queſt of his companion, 


Who, 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 390 
[ who, not being found in his quarters, was 
ſuppoſed to have deſerted ; and thus, after 
J having made him pay heartily for all that 
1 he had ſuffered below the bed, to leave 
J him to the enjoyment of his panic, and the 
elegant ſuit of clothes he had provided 
„him. However, he was not ſatisfied with 
- this revenge, and determined on one ſtill 
- more ſolid. He went to the guard, and 
- told the officer, That he had met a capu- 
5 chin friar, with all the enſigns of his ſanc- 
s Wl tity about him, ſculking through the ſtreets 
in the dead of night, when they pretend to 


9 

: be employed in prayers for the ſins of 

7 mankind ; that his curioſity prompted 

1 him to follow him; that, as he expected, 

e WM the holy friar went ſtrait to the houſe 

b of a celebrated courtezan; that he ſax 
e bim admitted, and liſtened at the window 
— till he heard them go to bed together; that 

» if he did not find the information to be 


true, he ſhould reſign himſelf his priſoner, 
and b to whatever puniſhment he 
thought 
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thought proper. The officer and his 
guard delighted to have ſuch a hold of a 
capuchin (who pretend to be the very 


models of ſanctity, and who revile, in a 


particular manner, the licentious life of the 
military), turned out with the utmoſt ala- 
.crity, and, under the conduct of Paſqual, 
| ſoon ſurrounded the lady's houſe. Paſ- 


qual began thundering at the door, and 
demanded entrance for the officer and his 
guard. The unhappy ſoldier, waking with 
-the noiſe, and not doubting that it was a 
| detachment ſent to ſeize him,. gave himſelf 


up to deſpair, and inſtantly took ſhelter 
in the very place that Paſqual had fo late- 
ly occupied; at the ſame time laying hold 


of the things he found on the chair, never 
_. doubting but that they were his own 
cloaths. As the lady was ſomewhat dila- 
tory in opening the door, Paſqual pre- 
tended to put his foot to it, when up it 
flew, and, entering with the officer and 


bis guard, demanded the body of a capu- 
chin 


\ 
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chin friar, who they were informed lodg- 
2 cd with her that night. As the lady had 
iy heard Paſqual go out, and had no ſuſpi- 


a Scion that he would inform againſt himſelf, 
he me proteſted her innocence in tae molt ſo- 
i lemn manner, taking all the ſaints to wit- 
al, neſs that ſne knew no ſuch perſon; but 
if- Paſqual, ſuſpecting the retreat of the lover, 
d began groping below the bed, and ſoon 
us pulled out his own greaſy cowl and cloak. 
th Here, ſaid he to the officers, * here are 

a Wl © proofs enough. Pl anſwer for it, Sig- 
nor Padre himſelf is at no great diſtance :? 
er 


and putting his noſe below the bed, 
« Fogh,” ſays he, I ſmell him; he ſtinks 
like a fox. The ſureſt way of finding a 
* capuchin is by the noſe : you may wind 
* him a mile off” Then lowering their 
lanthorn, they beheld the unfortunate 
lover ſqueezed in betwixt the bed and the 
ground, and almoſt ſtifled. * Ecco lo l' 
laid Paſqual; here he is, with all the en- 
lens of his holineſs: and, pulling them 

_ out 
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out one by one, the crucifix, the roſary; | 
and the cord of diſcipline, * You may ſee, 
fays he, that the reverend father came 
here to do penance: and, taking up the W th: 
cord, Suppoſe now we ſhould affiſt him IM th 

in the meritorious work. Andiamo, ¶ be 
Signor Padre, Andiamo. We will ſave op 
you the trouble of inflicting it yourſelf; I pe 
tel 

" 


and whether yoh came here to fin, or to 

© repent, by your own maxims, you know, 
* alittle ſound diſcipline is always health- I to 
« ful to the ſoul.* The guard were lying at 
round the bed in convulſions of laughter; Im 
and began breaking the moſt galling, and IM 
| moſt inſolent jokes upon the ſuppoſed I ſo 
Padre. The life-guard-man abſolutely Wl 
thought himſelf enchanted: He at at MW 8g 
ventured to ſpeak; and declared they were il ſe 
all in a miſtake; that he was no capu- 
chin. Upon which, the laugh redoubled, It. 
and the coarſeſt jokes were repeated. The 
lady, in the mean time, with the beſt-diſ- ( 
ſembled marks of fear and aſtoniſhment, Iſh ® 

T7 ran 
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ran about the room, exclaiming. Oime 
Siamo Perduti, Siamo incantati, Siamo 
e inſorcelati. Paſqual, delighted to ſee 

that his plan had taken its full effect, 


thought it now time to make his retreat, 
before the unfortunate lover could have an 
opportunity of examining his cloaths, and 
perhaps detecting him: he therefore pre- 


tended regimental buſineſs, and, regretting | 
much that he was obliged to go to Portici, 


took his leave of the officer and his guard; 


ſo ſacred a perſon. The life-guard- man, 


when he got out from below the bed, be- 
gan to look about for his cloaths; but, ob- 
ſerving nothing but the greaſy weeds of a 
capuchin friar, he was perfectly convinced, 
that Heaven had delivered him over, for 

| his offences, to the power of ſome demon; 
(for of all mortals the Neapolitan ſoldiers 
are the moſt 9 The lady, too, 
acted bes 


e e, 


at the ſame time, recommending, by al : 
means, to treat the holy father with all 
that reverence and reſpect that was due to 
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acted her part ſo well, that he had no lon- 
| ger any doubt of it. Thus it is,“ ſaid 


be, in a penitential voice, to offend Hea- 


* ven! Iown my fin. _ I knew it was Fri- 
y day, and yet, Oh, fleſh, fleſh! Had it 
been any other day, I till ſhould have 
remained what I was. Oh, St. Janna- 
o! I paſſed thee * too without paying 

* the due reſpect: thy all-ſeeing eye has 
found me out. Gentlemen, do with me 
* what you pleaſe : I am not what J ſeem 
© to be. No, no,* ſaid the officer, we 
bare ſenſible of that. But come, Signor 
0 Padre, on with your garments, and 
C march: we have no time to. trifle. Here, 
IR * corporal, giving him the cordon, tie 
his hands, and let him feel the weight of 
SSt. Francis: the faint owes him. that, 
for having ſo impudently denied him for 
© his ater” The poor ſoldier. was per- 
ſedtly paſſive : they arrayed him i in the 


ba Saeed Katue of St. Januarius, betwixt Por- 
tici ny * Fg 


ſandals 


hit 


cle 


the 


ſer 
wh 
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WM ſandals, the cowl, and the cloak of Fran- 
d cis Paſqual, and put the great roſary about 
Ins neck; and a moſt woeful figure he 
made. The officer made him look in the 
it ll glaſs, to try if he could recolle& himſelf; H 
ve and aſked, If he was a capuchin now or 
a. MW not ? He was ſhocked at his own appear- 
no WM ance 3 but bore every thing with meekneſs 
as and reſignation. They then conducted him 
ne to the guard, belabouring him all the way 
with the cord of St. Francis, and aſking 
him, every ſtroke, If he knew his maſter. 
now? In the mean time, Paſqual was ſnug | 
in his convent, enjoying the ſecret of his 
adventure. He had a ſpare cloak and 
cow], and was ſoon equipped again like 
one of the holy fathers : he then took the 
cloaths and accoutrements of the life- 
guard-man, and laid them in a heap, near 
the gate of another convent of capuchins, 
but at a great diſtance from his own, re- 
ſerving only to himſelf a trifle of money 
which he found in the breeches- -pocket, 


dals, = TL juſt 


1 FP 
ee 


tacle of ridicule to all the world. At laſt 


than thoſe of the guard; but, as he 


with meekneſs and patience: at laſt his 
clothes were found, and he was ſet at li- 


the whole was the work of the devil, ſent 
to chaſtiſe him for his ſins; and has nevet 
ſince ſeen his miſtreſs on a Friday, nor paſ: 
ſed the ſtatue of St. Januarius without 
i muttering a prayer. 
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Juſt to indemnify himſelf for the loſs of 
his cloak and his cowl; and even- this, co 
he ſaid, he ſhould have held ſacred, but 
he knew whoever ſhould find che cloaths, 
would certainly make lawful prize of it, 
The poor ſoldier remained next day a ſpec- 


his companions heard of. his ſtrange meta- 
morphoſis, and came in troops to ſee him, 
Their jokes were perhaps ſtill more galling 
thought himſelf under the finger of God, 
or at leaſt of St. Januarius, he bore all 


berty ; but he believes to this day, that 


When 
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When a young fellow, who was juſt 
come from the play of Cleomenes, or the 
Spartan Hero, told Mr. Dryden, the au- 
thor, in raillery againſt the continency of 
the principal character, If. I had been 
© alone with a lady, I ſhould not have paſ.. 
© ſed my time like your Spartan. That 
© may be,” anſwered the bard, with a very 
grave face; but give me leave to tell you, g 
Sir, 700 are no hero.” 


When the late 3 of H——e was lord 
chancellor, the authenticity of a will of 
one of his deceaſed friends was litigated 
before him. As his lordſhip expected to 
be mentioned as a principal legatee in this 
will, and found his expectations baulked, 
he took no ſmall pains to deſtroy its vali · 
dity, by brow-beating the witneſſes ; and 


ſucceeded in this laudable purpoſe beyond 
| his hopes; every one of them being dif- 


concerted except one, who was a country 
farmer. This honeſt yeoman perſiſted in his 
evidence 
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evidence through all the ſubtle windings 


; of croſs-examination 3 ſteadily aſſerted that 


the will was authentic; and that he had 


Put his hand to it as a witneſs. Mo Pray, 
ſaid my lord, in what year, and on what 
day, did you witneſs this will? „J can- 


not be poſitive as to the particular day, 


replied the other; © but this I well remem- 


© ber, that, when I came out of the houſe, 
from doing it, I was told, that old Yorke* 
the attorney had hanged himſelf This] 
blunt declaration ſtruck his lordſhip dumb, 
and the will was acknowledged i. and and 


authentic, 


King Hey IV. of France rectived. an 


education very different from that uſually 


beſtowed on princes. From his infancy 


his perſon was expoſed to all the rigour of 


the ſeaſon : his cloathing was plain, his diet. 
coarſe and ſpate, he was inſtructed to de- 


3 His lordſhip? $ fatder,. 
port 
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port himſelf with humility to the meaneſt 
object, and to familiarize himſelf to the 
manners of all ranks of people. This laſt 
'» WH cuſtom grew into inclination with him, and 


at he never departed from it during his life, 
n. Some few weeks after the concluſion of 
My BY treaty of peace with Spain and Savoy, 


the king was returning from a ſhooting- 
party, and had, as was frequently his cuſ- 
tom, diſmiſſed his attendants. He was 
accompanied by three gentlemen cloſely 
| rapped up in great cloaks, to ſecure them 
from the inclemency of the weather, which 
I had turned out wet and boiſterous.” Stop- 
ping upon that part of the quay where 
the college of the four nations now ſtands, 
the king caſt his eyes upon a man who 
rowed the boat (as is ſtill the cuſtom) from 
ſhore to ſhore, on the river Seine; and, 
turning to thoſe about him, I obſerve,” 
ſaid he, ſomething of an impatient diſ- 
* content in that fellow's countenance : 
* methinks 1 have a curioſity to be ac- 


Port WF Vor. „ aquainted 
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< quainted with the ſubject of his chagrin! 


In ſaying theſe words, he deſcended to th 
river fide, and entered the boat. Bein 
ſoon ſeated, and turning to the man 
Well, my friend,” ſays the king, wha « 
think you of the peace?“ © I don't kn. 
not I, what to think of it;” replied th 
man: I am not a farthing the better fa 
* this ſame peace they make ſo much noi 
about: I don't find things a jot bete v 
than they were before: the taxes are h 
high as ever, and the Lord knows whelil ; 
they will be lowered. I don't find fiſh it 
+ fleſh, or fowl, or wine, or bread, a bi | 
the cheaper for their peace. I am force o 
to tug this curſed boat from morning till c. 
© night, in heat and in cold, in rain and ii re 

© ſunſhine, and, when I have done all, ar 
© can ſcarce live by my labour; almoſt a be 
goes to the king.“ What then,” {all p. 
Henry, is your opinion of the king br 
His majeſty,” replied the ferryman, + mai ex 
© be a good ſort of a man enough; bi of 


« thatl 
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© that's. no matter: he keeps a miſtreſs that 
© js as extravagant as the devil: ſhe ſpends 
more money in fine gowns, trinkets,” and 
« ſuch-like things, than would ſupport half 
«© a dozen provinces z and, at laſt, it is ſuch 
poor ſtarving dogs as I muſt pay for all; 
though between you and I, if the truth 
may be told, ſhe has other gallants be- 
* ſides him.“ The king landed extremely 
well ſatisfied with the converſation that 


reſolving to divert himſelf yet more with 
it, by relating the whole to his miſtreſs, 
the famous Gabrielle d' Eſtrees, ducheſs 
of Beaufort, on whoſe beauty ſo many en- 
comiums have been made. The duehefs 
received the account with the utmoſt rage, 
and ordered that the fellow might appear 
before her the day following, and in the 
preſence of the king. The eerhinan was 
brought in the condition of a man led to 
execution, and in no ſmall apprehenſion 
of ches doom which very probably might | 
D 2 L have 


had paſſed between him and the ferryman, 


32 CURIOUS' ANECDOTES. 
have been his fate, had he been at tlie 
| mercy of a prince leſs remarkable for the 

[goodneſs of his heart, and the ſweetneſ; 
of his diſpoſition ; but it was the contrary 
with the ducheſs, who obſtinately perfiſtet 
to have him hanged. Poh, poh, you 
are a fool;“' ſays the king: cannot you 

* fee that this is a poor devil diſſatisfied and 

out of-. humour with his condition? I will 
make his boat free, and I will engage 

© that he will 'bawl all the reſt of his days, 

4 Long live ne | and we live A 

2 elle jy 


5 e and Farinelli, when in England 
together, being engaged at * oa thea- 
tres on the ſame night, had not an oppor- 
tunity of hearing each other; till, by one 
of thoſe ſudden ſtage- revolutions which 
frequently happen, yet are always unex- 
pected, they were both employed to ſing 
on the ſame ſtage. Seneſino had the part 
of a furious tyrant to repreſent, and Fa- 
1 rinell 
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CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 53 
rinelli that of an unfortunate hero in chains: . 
but, in the courſe of the firſt ſong, be ſo 
ſoftened the obdurate heart of the enraged 
tyrant, that Seneſino, forgetting his ſtage- 
character, ran to Farinelli, and embraced 
him in his own: This anecdote, while it diſ-; 
plays the extraordinary powers of one of 
the parties, does almoſt equal honour to 
the ui of the other. 435600] n tt 

Some oe ates is lately. i in 
the wood of Boulogne, perceived there an 
Abbe ſinging at the foot of a tree: they 
crew near and ſurrounded him. The Ab- 
be, ſtartled at his auditory, ſtopped ſhort. 
The forwardeſt of them adureſſed him, 
and told Elm, That, attracted by the charms 
of his voice, they were come there to liſten . 
to him. The ſinger excuſed himſelf, They 
inſiſted; he refuſed. The petulant orator: 
lifted up his cane, and threatened to take 
the meaſure of his ſhoulders, if he required. 
wp further Intreaty. * A pretty method, 

| | D 3 indeed, 


1 — 4 4 d * a 
NO TU „ % 


5 CURIOUS ANECDOTES.) 
indeed, to teach people to fing :* faid the 
Abbe. I agree that it is rather harſh; 
but we will cut off your ears for you, if 
you like that better.“ The poor devil, 
ſeeing there was no reaſoning with theſe 
_ gentlemen, ſet about his part, and ſung, 
as we may imagine, very ill. To it 
again, Sir ;* ſaid the orator: * we ſhall 
perform better the ſecond time? In ſhort, 
they made him paſs through the whole 
ſcale of muſie; after which they withdrew, 
with great commendations on his voice, 
and, above all, on his complaiſance in ſing - 
ing. The Abbe, who had this ſcene much 
at heart, loſt no time; but, while the gen- 
tlemen continued their walk, laughing at 
his expence, he haſtened to the gate of 
| Bonlogne, and, by the deſcription he there 
gave of them, he found out their coachman: 
from him he learnt that the orator was the 
count of —, a black muſqueteer, and 
got particular information of his  refi- 
dence, The next morning, very early, 
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the Abbe, dreſſed like a gentleman, 
haſtened to his houſe, where he procured 
immediate admittance to him. Being left 
alone with the count, who was yet half 
@ aſleep, he told him who he was, and that 
he was come to demand ſatisfaction for the 
| affront given the evening before. An apoſ- 
W trophe of this kind was well adapted to 


dozing. Lou are abſolutely a brave fel- 
© low,” ſaid the count: I love Abbes who 
are ready at every thing; and nothing, to 


« you demand; but, pray, do you under- 
* ſtand the word? ? © That is no matter of 

*your's ;* ſaid the Abbé: © you ſhall ſee 
* by and-by.* Be it ſo,” replied the count: 
but where ſhall we fix the field of battle?“ 
On the very ſpot where the affront was 

given,“ rejoined the Abbée. With all 
my heart ;* ſaid the count: and, drefling 
himſelf inſtantly, ordered his horſes to be 
put to the carriage. Our two champions . 
D NT. repaired - 


rouſe the muſqueteer, who continued ftilt 


be ſure, is more reaſonable than what 
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_ repaired to the gate of Maillot, and, getting 
out there, proceeded to the place of ren- 
dezvous. While the muſqueteer was ſtrip- 
ping, the Abbe took a piſtol out of his 
pocket, and clapped i it to his breaſt: © We. 
« are not come here to fight, Sir, Gaid he: 
you made me ſing yeſterday againſt my 
* will: I take you to be a very good dan- 
der, and you ſhall dance, or I will blow 
out your brains.“ In vain the ſoldier, 
ſtartled at the piſtol, would have pleaded 
the laws of honour. You were a ſtran- 
ger to them yeſterday,” ſaid the Abbé, 
« and deſerve no other uſage. No more. 
ceremony, or I avenge myſelf immedi- 
* ately, let what will come of it.“ The 
muſqueteer ſqueezed his ears, and was ob- 
liged to comply. Accordingly he aſked, 
rn eee he muſt dance? Cu- 
* pris? minuet is what I am going to ſing; 
ſaid the Abbe: who thereupon warbled 
out the tune, directing his pupil all the 
while r the piſtol. When the minuet 
| was 
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was over, the Abbẽ required a country 
dance, then a hornpipe, rigadoon, &c. 


At laſt, throwing aſide; his piſtol, and draw- 
ing his ſword,: © We have now nothing to 
: reproach. each other with : let us fight. 


No, cried the count, we will not; you 


© are too brave a conqueror ; you have cor- 
rected my folly. I am to thank you for 
© the leflon; let us be friends.” The two 


; combatants embraced each. other, and f 


vent to ſeal their friendſhip over a bottle. 


5 75 * 
4 


Charles v. in 1 his intervals of relaxation, 
uſed to retire to Bruſſels. He was a prince 
curious. to know. the ſentiments of his. 


meaneſt ſuhjects concerning himſelf, and his 
adminiſtration; and therefore often went. 
out incog. and mixed himſelf in ſuch compa- 
nies and converſation as he thought Proper. 


One night his boot requiring immediate 
mending, he was directed to a cobler: 8 
unluckily, it happened to be St. Criſpin's 8 
holiday; and, inſtead of finging the cobler . 


D 5. incline 


* ctkrovs AN EC DOT ES. 


inclined for work, he was in the height of 
jollity among his aequaintances. The 
emperor acquainted him with what he 
wanted, and offered him a handſome gra- 
tuity. What! friend,“ ſays the cobler, 
1 you know no better, than to aſk any 
of our craft to work on St. Criſpin? Was 

© jt Charles the F ifth himſelf, I'd not do a 
— 9 ſtitch for him now; but if you'll come 

in, and drink St. Criſpin, do, and wel- 
come: we are as merry as the emperor 
* can be.“ The ſovereign accepted his: 
offer; but, while he was contemplating on 


their rude pleaſure, inſtead. of. joining in 


it, the jovial hoft thus accoſts him: What, 
* I ſuppoſe you are ſome courtier politician 
© of other, by that contemplative phyz 


* nay, by your long noſe, you may be a 
hy baſtard of the emperor 's z. but, be who 


* or what you will, you're heartily wel- 


© come. Drink about. Here's Charles 
© the Fifth's health.“ * Then you love 


* Charles the * ? replied the emperor. 


Ne Love 


CURIOUS ANECDOTFES. 5þ 
Love him!” ſays the fon of Crifpin ; ay, 
„ay, I love his long. noſeſhip well enough; 
e but 1 ſhould love him more, would he 
tax us a little lefs. But what the devil 
' WW © have we to do with polities? Round witty 
7 © the glaſſes, and merry be our hearts.“ 
After a fhort ſtay, the emperor took his 
> leave, and thanked the cobler for his hoſ- 

e pitable reception. That, eried he, 
= you're welcome to; but I would not 
t Wl © to-day have diſhonoured St. e to 
s. Wl © have worked for the emperor.“ Charles, 
n Ml pleaſed with the honeſt good-nature and 
humour of the fellow, ſent for him next 
5 morning to court. You muſt imagine his 
n ſurprize, to ſee and hear his late gueſt was 
nis ſovereign. He feared his joke on his 
a: long nofe muſt be puniſhed. with death. 
o The emperor thanked him for his hoſpi- 
. WH tity, and, as a reward for it, bid him aſk 
s for what he moſt deſired, and take the 
e whole night to ſettle his furprize and am- 
22 bition. Next day he — and re- 
£ a 56 queſted. 
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queſted that, for the future, the coblers of 


Flanders might bear for their arms a boot, 


with the emperor's crown upon. it. The: 


requeſt was granted; and, as his ambition 
was ſo moderate, the emperor bid him 
make another. If, ſays he, I am to have 


my utmoſt wiſhes, command that, for the 
« future, the company of coblers ſhall take 
place of the company of ſhoe- makers.“ 


It was accordingly ſo ordained: and, wp. 


this day, there 1s to. be ſeen a chapel in. 


Flanders adorned round with a boot an 


imperial crown on- it; and, in all procef- 


ſions, the company of coblers takes place 


of che entf of ſhoe- makers... 75 


-Swilk could 1 never 1 to a |. repartee, 


notwithſtanding. his ready wit, becauſe it 
trod upon the corns of his pride. He was 
croſſing over the ferry. in. Dublin, and. 


he was: remarkable fond of. chatting 1 with 


the moſt indifferent men, overlooking the 
better fort as. below the notice of his dig- | 


nity. 


in 


a 


Pn, 


wx © 
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pity. Turning himſelf from; the paſſen- 


gers in the ſtern of the boat, he addrefſed; ; 
a poor man. near him : 6 Well, friend, 
© what profeſtio on are you of? 11 am a 
taylor, Sir: ſaid the other (not knowing 
the dean). What, are you married ?? ſaid 
Swift. Yes, Sir: replied the taylor. And 

© who wears the breeches ?” ſaid the dean. 

My a anſwered the other: which 


retort ſo mortified the dean (as moſt in the 


boat knew him), that, to ſave his pride, 
he gave the taylor a crown, bidding him 
wear a better pair, ſince it was what the 
moſt noble bums in Europe could not 
bot 8 


10 —— in Ireland, bring this 


motto on his. coach; 


C. Eques haud 8 
E: 4 nobleman not ill known;” 


and this gentleman not having t the greateſt 


alacrity i in prompt payments of his tradeſ- 


mens' bills, doctor Swift very gravely ob- 
ferved, 
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ſerved, *I think the Latin motto on lord 
n 5 coach may be literally rendered, 
6 * Better known thay afl. £ 


. Dodtor Dejan having _ motto on 


his coach + 546 


* 


6 WE avos at ; proavos et e quæ i non n feeimus re, | | 
"6 Vix ea noſtra voco.“ 


C For to. boaſt of birth, and matters in kao Jong 


10 nerit, J. ſearet can . ching, mine. 


4 Saif kein 18 wrote under it, | 


. By dis grave motto be it e 


Delany's coach is not his own.“ 
e 


One Richard Middleton, a ſoldier, at- 
tending divine ſervice with the reſt of the 


regiment, in a church in Glaſgow, inſtead 
of pulling out a Bible, like his brother 


ſoldiers, to. find the parſon's text, ſpread 
a pack of cards before him. This fingu- 


lar behaviour did not long pa ſs unnoticed 
both by the clergyman and the * of 
the 


TI 
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the company to which. he belonged. The- 
latter, in particular, commanded him to put 
up the cards; and, on: his refuſal,” con- 
ducted him, after church, before: the 
mayor, to whom he preferred a formal com- 
plaint of Richard's indecent behaviour 
during divine ſervice. Well foldier,* 


| faid the mayor; © what excuſe have you to 


« offer for this ſtrange, ſcandalous beha- 
« viour ? If you cam make any apology, 
© or aſſign any reaſon for it, *tis well; if 
you cannot, affure yourſelf that I. will. 
© cauſe you. to be ſeverely puniſhed for it.“ 
Since your honour is fo good,” replied 


Richard, as to permit me to ſpeak for 


© myſelf; an't pleaſe your worſhip, I have 


been eight days upon the march, with a 
bare allowance of ſixpence a day, which. 


© your honour will ſurely allow is hardly _ 
* ſufficient to maintain. a man in meat, 
„drink, waſhing, and other neceffaries ; 
and conſequently that he may want, 


* without a Bible, Prayer-book, or any 


other 
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* other good book.” On ſaying this, 


0 Richard drew out, his pack of cards, and, 
preſenting one of the aces to the mayor, 


continued his addreſs. to the magiſtrate, as 


follows : 0 When L ſee an ace, may it 


pleaſe your honour, it reminds me, that 


© there is only one God; and, when I look 


D upon a two, or a three, the former puts 


© me in. mind of the F ather and San; the 


latter, of the Father, Son, and Holy 


© Ghoſt; a four calls to my remembrance 
the four evangeliſts, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John; a five, the five wiſe 
© virgins, who were ardered to trim their 
C lamps (there were ten, indeed ; but five, 


« your worſhip, may remember, were wiſe, 


; c and. five were fooliſh) ; a ſix, that in ſix 
« days God created Heaven and earth; A 


« keyen, that on the ſeventh. day he reſted 


= from all that he had made; an eight, of 
* the eight righteous perſons preſeryed 

- « from the deluge, viz, Noah and his wife, 

| . wich his three fons, and their wives; 3.4 


- , 9 * 


© nine, 
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« nine, of the lepers cleanſed by our Savi- 


our (there were ten, but one only return» | 


«ed to offer his tribute of thanks) ; and 
4 tent + the 1 ten commandments. 
Richard then took the knave, placed 
eit beſide him, and paſſed on to the queen; 
on which he obſerved as follows: This | 
queen reminds me of the queen of She- N 
ba, who came from the uttermoſt parts 
«of the earth to hear the wiſdom of Solo- 
mon; as her companion, the king, does 
«of the great King of Heaven, and of 
king Gearge the Third. Well, return 


ed the mayor, you have given me a very 


good deſcription of all the cards, except 
the knave“ If your honour: will not 
be angry with me,” returned Richard, E- 
, Lon give you the ſame ſatisfaction on that, 
as any in the pack. No:“ ſaid the 
mapor. Well,“ returned the ſoldier, 
the greateſt knave 1 know, is the ſer- 
jeant, who brought me before you.“ . 
don't know,“ replied t the mayor, whe- . 

« ther 


dare there in a year; when J reckon 
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ther he be the greateſt knave or no; but 


I am ſure he is the greateſt fool,” The 

ſoldier then continued as follows: When 
I T cout the number of dots in a pack of 
cards, there are three hundred and fixty- 
« five, ſo many days are there in a year; 
« when F count how many cards are in a 
pack, I find fifty-two, ſo many weeks 


how many tricks are won by a pack, 1 


" find there ate thirteen, fo many months 
are there in a year: fo that this pack of 


cards is both Bible, e 1 
2 Ko e to ne | 


7 {4 © ; 


Felix Peretti (eds Pope Sad 


V.) having been appointed procurator of a 
Franciſcan convent at Florence, left that 
place abruptly, on account of ſome di. 
putes with his general, who ſent to all the 
cotvents of the Franciſcans, betwixt there 
and Rome, to apprehend and confine him 
- a deſerter. Felix — it, took 
another 
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another route, and avoided all the houſes of 
that order. In this expedition, he arrived 
one evening at a convent of Auguſtines, of 
which Father Salviati, a young man, very 
civil and obliging in his behaviour, was 
3 Withe prior. Though Felix thought fir to 
a {conceal the rank he held in his order from 
s um, he, nevertheleſs, received him very | 
7 hoſpitably; and, as the chamber where 
I crangers uſually lodged/ar that time; hap- 
hs {Wpencd to be out of repair, he gave him 
part of his own bed: When Peretti took 
his leave in the morning, either becauſe 
Ibe wanted money, or to make a trial of 


is friendſhip, he requeſted the loan of 
us four crowns, which he promiſed to pay 
'a again in a ſhort time. Salviati readily com- 
at Iplied with the requeſt, and took his note, 
if- which he had wrote in a different hand 


from what he commonly uſed; and ſigned. 
with a ſham name. The Auguſtine, hav- 
ing waited a long time without heating any 
yg from his _ aſked ſome of the 
F ranciſ- 


ler 
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Franciſcans if they knew ſuch-a-one of 


their order, calling bim by the name which 


he had ſubſcribed to the note; but could 
not get any intelligence of him, there be- 
ing no religious of that name, that he 

could find, amongſt the Franciſcans. Fe 
lix, when choſen pope, meeting with an 
account of this adventure in his journal 
(which he called his Memento Vivorum), 


ordered the general; of the Auguſtines to 
ſend for F ather Salviati, if he was yet 


alive, for he wanted to ſee and ſpeak to 
him This religious being engaged, at 
that: time, in a quarrel with his biſhop, 


about ſome: trifling matter (as is often the 


caſe betwixt biſhops and regulars), the bi- 
ſhop complained of him to the congrega- 
tion of cardinals that is appointed to ad- 
juſt ſuch diſputes ;. and the general ima- 
gined his holineſs had ſent for Salviati to 


reprimand, or, perhaps, to puniſn him 


for contumacy : he was confirmed in his 
opinion, by che grave, or rather angry 
manner 


— Wop -oa 
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manner in which the pope delivered him 
the order; and, thinking it would pleaſe 
the pope, delivered him into the hands of 
four monks, to be guarded by them all 
the way; who were as lordly, and kept as 
ſtrict watch over him, as if they had been 
ſo many archers. The biſhop, hearing 
of the manner in which Salviati was con- 


ducted to Rome, began t0 triumph exceed- 
ingly, as he thought it was in conſequence 5 


of the complaint he had made againſt him 
by the cardinals to the pope, who, he did 
not queſtion, would handle him with his 
uſual ſeverity ; and could not help ſaying 
to his chapter, in the gaiety of his heart, 
m mightily glad 1 have found a way ro 
* curb the inſolence of this Auguſtine : we 
* muſt do theſe things ſometimes to hum- 
ble ſuch people, and teach them to be- 
have with proper reſpect to their biſhop. 
Salviati thought himſelf ruined: all his 
friends adviſed him to wait upon the bi- 
ſhop, and make a ſubmiſſion to him, to ſee 
NT. ; if 
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if it was poſſible to ſoften him that way, 
but the monks that were ſent. to Attend 
bim, were ſo officious, they would nat 
give him time to do this. When he ar. 
rived at Rome, he was carried directly to 
the pope, by. his general, who, being or 
dered to withdraw, left him alone with his 
holineſs. Poor Salviati trembled ſo that 
he could hardly ſpeak, and began to make 
apologies and excuſes for his behaviour to 


he biſhop, as he could not poſſibly think| 


of any other reaſon why he was ſent for. 
Sixtus, who knew nothing at all of this 
difference, pretended to be acquainted with 
it, and ſaid, You are highly to be blamed 
< for behaving in that diſreſpectful man. 
ner to your biſhop, who is a prelate of 
great worth; but this is not the reaſon of 
Our ſending for you at preſent: you arc 
| © accuſed of embezzling the goods and re- 
venue of your convent, which We ſhall 
* © call you to an account for; but, firſt, We 
are wu to hear what an have to fay 


6 for 


/ 
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1. for yourſelf.* Salviati took a little cou- 

ende rage, when he found he was ſent for upon 

na an affair which would prove much to his 

ar. honour if it came to be examined into, as 

toi he had conſiderably augmented the ſtate of 

or the convent, by his good management and 

his @conomy : and faid, in a very humble 

hat manner, He would willingly ſubmie 
ke to any puniſhment his holineſs thought 

0 proper to inflict upon him, if he was found 


nk WI guilty of what he charged him with. Six- 
or, tus replied, in a ſtern manner, Take care 


his WW © what you ſay: We have proof ſufficient 
ith to convict you. Is it not true, that when 
xd I © you was prior of an Auguſtine convent, 
an. in the year 1564, a religious of the 
of Ml © Franciſcan order lodged with you one 
of WW night, and barrowed four crowns when 
are I he went away the next morning, which 
re be never paid you again ? Now, We de- 
all WW © fire to know, what right you had to diſ- 
Ne Pa of your convent's money in. that 
ſay manner ?? el recollected the thing, 
for | but 


* 


3 
r 
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but did not in the leaft dream that Sixtus 
Was the perſon he had formerly lent the 
money to, ventured to ſay, It is ver 
ttue, moſt holy father; and I ſhould have 
© lent him more, if he had aſked me, for he 
© ſeemed to be an honeſt man, but he prov. 
ed a knave and a raſcal, and gave me a 
note with a ſham name to it; and, not. 
b withſtanding I have made all poſſible en- 
< quiries, I have never been able to hear 
any thing of him.” The pope could not 
forbear ſmiling, and ſaid, You need not 
© be at any further trouble in your enqui- 
. * ries; for, take my word for it, you will 
* © never be able to find him; but he has or- 
A dered Us to pay the debr, and to return 
you his thanks. Are you content to 
© take Us for your debtor ?* Salviati, up- 
on this, began to think he remembered 
ſomething of his face, and to ſuſpect he 
was the very man; fo that the pleaſure he 
received from what the pope ſaid laſt, was 
much abated by the fear he was in, of hav- 
10 Ft „ ing ! 


14 
1 
1 
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ing provoked him by the harſh names of 
knave and raſcal, Sextus, who eaſily per- 
ceived, from outward appearances, how | 
violently he was agitated within, and was 

impatient to acknowledge the favours he 
had received from him, put an end to his 
pain, by ſaying; It is high time to ſnewr 
Our gratitude: We are the perſon you was 
ſo kind to; and, as you received Us hoſ- 
ar pitably in your convent, it is but juſt We 
© ſhould entertain you in the ſame manner.“ 
And calling for cardinal Montalto (his 
nephew) he ordered him to appoint Salvi- 
lati an apartment in his palace, and to en- 
tertain him at his table, till he found ſome 
way of providing for him. The general of 
the Auguſtines, who waited to ſee the iſſue 
of this interview, was very well pleaſed to 


up- 
red find it fo different from what he expected; 
he nd went with Santi to wait upon cardi- 


al Montalto, who treated them with much 
ourteſy and complaiſance. But it is 


carce 68 to expreſs the aſtoniſhment. 
Vol. II. * of 


av- 
ing 


* 
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of the biſhop,. when he was informed. bya . 
friend (whom he had deſired to ſend an ac ; 
count of the proceedings againſt Salviati), 4 
that, inſtead of being puniſhed for his inſo- Ml | 
lence, as he expected, he had an apart- 
ment aſſigned him in the Vatican, and was m 
entertained, by his. holineſs like one of his ot 
relations. During the ſpace. of a month a. 
or more that he ſtaid at Rome, the pope ¶ tu 
ſent for him ſeveral times, to examine his 9 
capacity, and find out what ſort of prefer- ll :. 
ment would pleaſe him beſt; He at firſt N c. 
deſigned to have made him a general of his A 
order, and the general a biſnop; but, as ori 
he perceived he was defirous: of leaving me 
the regulars, he gave him a conſiderable Wl pr 
biſhoprick that happened to be vacant at Ml gi; 
that time. This promotion, which was a: th 
ſufficient. recompence, and much greater ¶ Pa 
than he could expect, was highly agree Ev 


able to Salviati, an honour to his order, 2 
heart · br eaking ta his adverſary to ſee ham. pla 
upon equal footing with himſelf, a ſurprize ¶ tte 

„ 
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to all the world, and gave Paſquin occa- 


ſion to ſay, © That biſhopricks were now 5 
* fold for four crowns of ore 


It is reporteacofliie witty and pleaſant 
monarch king Charles II. that he did once, 
of his own royal authority, upon the ſpot, 
and without conſulting his miniſters, ven- 
ture to beſtow ſo important a place as the 
government of an iſland. We are not cer 
tain whether this was under the famous 
Cabal (of Clifford, Aſhley; Buckingham, 
Arlington, and Lauderdale), or at any 
other period of his reign; but, if the for- 
mer, it was certainly a bold ſtroke for a 
prince, who had ſo little intereſt in the 
diſpoſal of places. The government was 
that of Duck Iſland, lately in St. James's 
Park, given to the celebrated Monſ. St? 
Evremont. That ingenious, and learned 
refugee being ſomewhat diſtreſſed in. the 
place of his exile; had ſolicited ſeveral of 10 
the miniſters for a taſte of the royal 'boun= 

| E - ty. 
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ty. They often promiſed him in due 
form, and as often diſappointed him. St. 
Evremont, ſuſpecting that they had not 
uſed their whole intereſt, took an occa- 
ion to ſpeak in his own behalf. As his 
perſon, as well as writings, were known 
to the king, he threw himſelf at his maje- 
ſty's feet in the Park (where Charles uſed 
often to walk amidſt a crowd of his ac- 
claimingſubjects), and moſt humbly return- 
ed him thanks for the place his royal good- 
neſs had appointed him to. The king, 
ſtartled at ſuch an addreſs, while he. was 
altogether unconſcious of the cauſe. of it, 
| frankly declared, that he knew of no ſuch 
appointment, nor had any application been 
made to him on the ſubject. Your ma- 
« zeſty,” ſaid St. Evremont, 1s great, in 
0 not remembering the inſtances of your 
* benevolence. But, as my lord , 
and Sir John , who are both pre- 


. * ſent, aſſured me that they had ſolicited 
m * and I know your royal heart is 
| | 5 100 
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© too good to deny bread to a'man in Wd 


* circumſtances,” when he is powerfully re- 
* commended, I cannot doubt but they 
© have ſucceeded.” | | * You ſhall (ſucceed 


« yourſelf, * replits the monarch, | * though | 
they have deceived you, if you tell me 
© inſtantly what you want that is now in 
my power to grant.” I love,” added 


the F renchman, to feed the ducks here 
in your | majeſty's duckoy. Make me 


* governor of this iſland, with a ſmall 


* penſion. Though it be no place now in : 
being, your word can erect it into one.“ 
The requeſt was granted. 


Swift, in his lunacy, had ſome intervals 
of ſenſe, at which time his phyſicians took 
him out for the air. When they came to 
the Park, Swift remarked a new building 


which he had never ſeen, and aſked What 


it was deſigned for? to which Dr. Kingſ⸗ | 
1 anſwered, * That, Mr. Dean, is the 
magazine for arms and powder, for the 
TT $ ſecurity 


Nr 
j * 4 
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« ſegurity of the city 1 „Oh! oh! ſays 


the dean, pulling out his ,pocket-book, 
* kt me take an item of that. This is 
worth remarking ; my tablets! as Ham- 
et days ; my tablets! memory (put down 


that.“ Which produced the following 
lines, being che laſt HE Var 'Wrate ; $0 


0 Behold 1 * of Iriſh ſenſe ] 

* Here Iriſh wit is ſeen, 
When nothing's left, orgs | worth defence, : 
5 We builda magazine: SE 


and as put up his dated book; laugh- 


ing heartily at the conceit, and clinching | 


it with, After the ſteed's ſtolen, ſhut the 


table - door ; after which, he never ſaid a 


_ ſenſible word, ſo that theſe lines may be 
ſaid to have been the laft TY and 
ching OF | of his wit. 


In the reign of king Charles II. when 


licentiouſneſs was at its height in Britain, 
a yeomen of the guards refuſed the miſtreſs 


of 


* 
O 
. 


0 
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of a king. This lady, who was diſſatis- 


fied with her noble lover, had fixed her 
eyes upon this man; and thought ſhe had 
no more to do than ſpeak her pleaſure. 
He got aut of her way: he refuſed to 
underſtand her; and, when the preſſed him 
farther, he ſaid, <1 am married.“ The 
ſtory reached the king, with all its circum- 
ſtances : but they who expected an extra- 
vagant laugh upon the occaſion were diſ- 
appointed. He ſent for the perſon : he 
found him a gentleman, though reduced 
to that mean ſtation. And odds-fiſh, 
* man?, faid the monarch, though I am 
not honeſt enough to be virtuous myſelf, 
I value them that are.“ He gave him an 
appointment, and reſpected him for life. 

Mg 
Sir William Wyndham, when a very 
young man, had been out one day at a 
ſtag-hunt, In returning from che ſport, he 
found ſeveral of the ſervants at his father's 
gate ſtanding round a fortune- teller, who | 
8 E 4 pretend- : 
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- pretended, at leaſt, to be deaf and dumb, 
and, for a ſmall gratification, wrote on the 
bottom of a trencher, with a bit of chalk, 
.anſwers to ſuch queſtions as the men and | 
maids put to him by the ſame methods, 
As Sir William rode by, the conjuror 
made ſigns that he was inclinable to tell 

his fortune, as well as the reſt; and, in 
good-humour, he would have complied; 
but not readily finding a queſtion to aſk, 
the conjuror took the trencher, and, writ. 
ing upon it, gave it back, with theſe 
words very legible, ©* Beware of a white 
* horſe.” Sir William ſmiled at the ab. 
ſurdity of the man, and thought no more 
of it for ſeveral years. But in the year 
1690, being on his travels in Italy, and. 
_ accidentally at Venice, as he was paſſing 
one day through St. Mark's Place in his 
calaſh, he obſerved a more than. ordinary 
crowd at one corner of it. He deſired his 
driver to ſtop, and they found it was oc- 
calioned by a mountebank, who alſo pre- 
| tended 
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tended to tell fortunes conveying his Py 


vera] predictions to the people by means of 


a long, narrow tube of tin, which he 


lengthened or curtailed. at pleaſure, as 
occaſion required. Among others, Sir 
William Wyndham held up a piece of 
money; upon which the ſoothſayer im- 
mediately directed the tube to his carriage, 
and ſaid to him very diſtinctly in Italian, 
Signior Ingleſe, cavete il blanco cavallo, 
which in Engliſh is, Mr. Engliſnman, 


beware of a white horſe.“ Sir William 


immediately recollected what had been 
before told him, and took it for granted, 
that the Britiſh fortune- teller had made his. 


| way over to the continent, where he had. 


found his ſpeech; and was curious to 
know the truth of it. However, upon 
enquiry, he was aſſured that the preſent 
fellow had never been out of Italy; nor 
did he underſtand any language but his 
mother- tongue. Sir William was ſurpriſ- 


ed, and mentioned ſo whimſical a circum- 


E * _-» ſtance 
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ſtance to ſeveral people. But, in a ſhort 
time, this alſo went -out of his head, like 
the former prediction of the ſame kind. 
We need inform few of our readers of the 
ſhare which Sir William Wyndham had 
in the tranſactions of government during 
the laſt four years of queen Anne; in 
which a defign to reftore the ſon of James 
II. to that throne which his father 
had fo juſtly forfeited, was undoubt- 
edly concerted ; and, on king George S ar- 
rival, puniſhed, by forcing into baniſh- 
ment, or putting in priſon, all the perſons 
ſuſpected to have entered into the combi- 
nation: among the latter of theſe was Sir 
William Wyndham, who, in the year 
1715, was committed priſoner to the 
Tower. Over the inner gate were the arms 
of Great-Britain, in which there was now 
_ © ſome alterations to be made, in conſe- 
quence of the ſucceſſion of the houſe of 
Brunſwick ; and, juſt as Sir William's 
_ chariot was paſſing through to carry him 
” 


os fn} fro fred 
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to his priſon, the painter was at work, 
adding the white horſe, the arms of the 
elector of Hanover, It ſtruck Sir Wil- 
liam forcibly : he immediately recollected 


the two ſingular predictions, and mention- 


ed them to the lieutenant of the Tower, 
then in the chariot with him, and to al- 
moſt every one who came to ſee him in 
his confinement ; and, though not ſuper- 
ſtitious, he always ſpoke of it as a pro- 
phecy fully accompliſhed. But here he 


was miſtaken (if there was any thing pro- 


phetic in it) for, many years after, being 


out a hunting, he had the misfortune of 


being thrown from his ſaddle in leaping a 
ditch, by which accident he broke his 


neck. He rode upon a white hk. 


Tamas the cloſe of the laſt century, 
lord Moleſworth, who had formerly re- 
ſided at Copenhagen, as ambaſſador from 
England, publiſhed his Account of Den- 
mark; a valuable little work, and as 

6 5 
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fuch held in general eſteem. this oc. 
caſion his lordſhip had, whe the noble 
freedom of an Engliſhman, ſtigmatized 
the arbitrary government of Denmark, 
Piqued at what he termed the inſolence of 
the author, the reigning monarch of that 
kingdom ordered his miniſter at the coun 
of England to make a complaint of it to 
his well-beloved brother William III. 
What would you that 1 ſhould do? 
faid William, in anſwer to the reimon. 
ſtrance of the Dane :+ Sire' replied the 
miniſter, if your majeſty had complained 
* to the king, my maſter, of a ſimilar of. 
fence, ere now he would have diſpatched 
to you the author's head,” This,“ re 
turned William, OF have neither the in- 
| © clination nor the power to do: but, if 
© you chooſe it, his lordſhip ſhall inſert what 
you have juſt now mentioned to me in 

N che ſecond edition of his work.“ 20 
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In the ſummer of the year 17 18, biſhop ; 


Hoadley, with doctor Samuel Clarke, and 
Sir Richard Steele, made a viſit of ſome 
days at Blenheim-houſe by invitation; 
where they found the ladies and gentlemen 


of the family, and a few of the neighbour- 


hood, had got up the tragedy of All for 
Love, to entertain the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, who had ſhewn, before this, ſome 
ſymptoms of that paralytic diſorder which 

impaired his fenſes, and at length termi- 

nated in a total decay, and his diflolution. 

Lady Bateman, one of his grace's grand- | 
daughters by the earl of Sunderland, who 
played the part of Cleopatra, had in vain 
applied to Sir Richard Steele for a pro- 


logue on that extraordinary occaſion, and 


ſeemed chagrined at the diſappointment, 
At night, when the family retired, the 
biſhop deſired pen, ink, and paper might 


be brought to his chamber; and the next | 
morning at 'breakfaſt, preſented an excel- 
nt prologue to lady Bateman, which ſhe 


ſpoke 
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ſpoke the ſame evening with ſuch grace and 
tender ſenſibility, as drew tears from the 
famous warrior, at the unexpected com. 
pliment from a favourite grand-child. In 
the courſe of the play, Sir Richard, who ſat 
near to the biſhop, often obferved how wel 
and feelingly captain Fiſhe performed the 
part of Anthony. [This gentleman, who 
- had been the duke's page, had diſtinguiſh 
ed himſelf in the army, and died a lieute. 
nant - colonel ]. In one of the ſcenes, where 
Fiſhe was very ſweet upon his Cleopatra, 
Sir Richard whiſpered the biſhop, *1 
doubt this Fiſhe is fleſh, my lord.“ At 
their going away, Sir Richard ſaid to the 
biſhop, * Does your lordſhip give monej 
to all theſe fellows in laced coats and 
* ruffles?? No doubt,“ replied the bi- 
ſhop. I have not enough, ſaid the 
knight; and when he paſſed by them in 
the hall, he accoſted them in a ſpeech, 
telling them, that he had found them men 
of talte, and, as ſuch, invited them all to 
Dil 
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Drury lane theatre, to whatever play they 
ſhould pleaſe to os he having then 
a ſhare 1 in the patent. 


Lord Hervey was once very deſirous of 
entering into a paper-war with Pope, in 
revenge for that poet's ſcurrilous and illi- 
beral treatment of him. There 1s a letter 
of the bard in his works, addreſſed to a 
noble lord {lord Heryey], which is extreme- 
ly pointed and ſevere, and is looked upon 
as one of the moſt elegant proſe compo- 
ſitions. The peer was really a man of 


great ſenſe and abilities, and, on that ac- 


count only, had the honour of being 
called up to the houſe of lords in his fa- 
ther's life-time, This nobleman, telling 


biſnop Hoadley, that if he had any geni- 


us it was for ſatire, the prelate deſired 
his lordſhip to apply the following ſtory : 
Will Pate going home pretty late, and 
pretty mellow, would needs quarrel with 
a night- man, who had * him a laſh 


with 
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with his whip, and, running to the man 
cart, began to pelt him. Oh! oh,” ſay 
the fellow, are you. thereabout ? That) 
my trade.” Lord Hervey replied imme 
diately, he would have nothing to ſay to 


When Philip III. king of Spain, ſent 
his ambaſſador to treat with the States of 

_ -Holland about their independency, be 
was ſhewn into an anti- chamber, when 
he waited to ſee the members of the States 
paſs by. He ſtood for ſome time, and, 
ſeeing none but a parcel of plain - dreſſed 
men, with. bundles in their hands (which, 
as many of them came from diſtant pro- 
vinces, contained their linen and provi- 
ſions), he turned to his interpreter, and 
aſked him, When the States would come? 
The man replied, that thoſe were the 
members whom he ſaw go by. Upon 
which, he wrote to the commander in chief 
of the Spaniſh army, to adviſe the king 


ca 
2; 


his 
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his maſter to make peace as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble: in his letter was this remarkable paſ- 
ſage : * expected to have ſeen in = of 
ne. © States a ſplendid appearance; 5 but, 
ul ſtead of that, I ſaw only a parcel 65 
“plain. dreſſed men, with ſenſible faces, 

ho came into council with proviſions in 
ent their hands. Their parſimony will ruin 
the king my maſter in the courſe of the 
ge var, if it-is continued; for there is no 
crc © contending with people whoſe nobles can 
ac live upon a ſhilling a day, and will do 
nd, Wiſs thing for the ſervice of their coun- 
(ed MY © fry. The king, ſtruck with the account, 
ich, agreed to treat with them as an independ- 
ro- cnt ſtate, and put an end to the war. 


and About two hundred years ago, the du- | 
ne? Wl ty of the pariſh of Aberyſtruth, in Mon- 
the mouthſhire, was performed by a curate, 
pon called Sir Philip (for in the days of pope- 
bief ry, all curates had that title of honour, as 
ing being the pope's knights). This gentle- 
his FFCCCCTTVT Oe eel, man, 
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man, as the clergy were then enjoined ce. 
libacy, lived by himſelf, a woman in th 


dreſs his victuals, and to do the neceſſin 
work of the houſe. He was not, howevez 


Philip had brought up from a kid, fol 
lowed him wherever he went, and at nigh 
lay in his chamber with him. When 81 
Philip went to church, the he-goat fo 
lowed his maſter, leaping over every tk 
before him. He was not, however, ad 


— 


ſtay in the porch near the ſteeple, till ti 
curate had performed his office. 'T he gout 
was contented, as he was near enough u 


underſtood the language as well as moſtd 


neighbourhood coming now and then y 


totally without company, though not fff 
the rational kind: a he-goat, that 8 


mitted into the church, but obliged n 


hear his maſter's voice; and, perhaps 


the audience, the ſervice at that time be 
ing performed in Latin, It was then the 
cuſtom of the people to go to the ale 


houſe as ſoon as the church ſervice was 
over; 
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yer; the curate ſometimes accompanied 
hem, attended by his he-goat, who uſed 
o lie down in ſome convenient place till 
is maſter retired, and then accompany 
im home. This was continued for a 
Fonſiderable time; till at laſt ſome of the 
ompany forced the goat (whether with 


for without his maſter's conſent is not 
g nown) to drink 16 much ale as made him 


irunk, ſo that in paſſing over the bridge 
it his return, he fell into the river, Which 
o intimidated him, that he would never 
ore go into the alehouſeg but wait at a 
ufficient diſtance, till his maſter came out, 


tend then follow him home as uſual. Thus 
goa ve ſee, that the irrational part of the crea- 
h ion often give leſſons of the laſt impor- 


ance to man. The goat was careful never 
o repeat an act which he found attended 
ith the utmoſt danger. But man, who 
Woalts of his reaſon, repeats the deſtruc- 
ve experiment, and viſits again the place 
Where vor has rendered him leſs rational 
_ than 
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than the brute. Bluſh, ye drunkards, 
your folly : learn wiſdom from a goat 
and fly the vice which will inevitabhif 
ſooner or later, prove your deftruCtiq 
Examples are allowed to have more weigh 
than precepts : the goat was ſenſible of hi 
fault in going to the ale-houſe, and toy 
care not to commit a ſecond time: wei 
the inſtance well, and let it never be lailff 
that man has leſs reaſon, or leſs fortitud 
than a gert. 204 

The moſt celebrated wits of France, i 
| the time of Lewis XIV. lived in th 
greateſt unanimity and harmony, a and, al 
tracted by a mutual eſteem for each othen 
merit, formed themſelves into a friend 
ſociety, and oftener than once in a wee 
had a common ſupper, when the pleaſure 
of the table were the leaſt part of the el 
tertainment, and where the converſation 
| we doubt not, was far more worthy to h 


recorded than that of the ſeven wik 
Gree 
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recks, related by Plutarch. Moliere, 

e of the gayeſt companions of this bril- 
nt company, frequently. entertained 
em at a villa he poſſeſſed, on the banks 
W the Seine, near Paris: his worthy 
veſts, in general, were too good judges » 

f pleaſure to let intoxication uſurp the 
at of wit and learning; though Bacchus 
as always admitted to enliven the ſpirit , 

f the Mules. This agreeable party, con- 
ſting of Peter and Thomas Corneille, . 
acine, Chapelle, Moliere, Patrou, la 
ontaine, la Bruyere, and ſeveral other 
ſpectable writers, being one evening at 
loliere's country-houſe, the hoſt, quite 
atigued, was ob iged to retire to reſt, and 
ave his poſt to Chapelle. The wit, in 
rder to increaſe the ſpirits of his compa- 
, puſhed the champaigne briſkly about, 
Wd intoxication unperceived ſtole in. 
hey began to talk of morality, and con- 
quently of the ſutility of the pleaſures of 
us s world ; and came at laſt to this con- 
cluſion: 


/ 
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cluſion: That the great object of human 
life ſnould be, by ſome renowned action, 
to acquire immortal fame. From this ob- 
ſervation, one of the company took occa- 


ſion to ſay, Gentlemen, this being the 


© eaſe; ſince life is ſo worthleſs, and fame 
« ſo deſirable, what can be more eligible; 
© more noble, or more glorious, than, by 
© ſhaking off this load of life, to acquire 
© eternal renown ? My advice therefore is, 


© that we ſhould all go. together to the 


Seine, and there heroically plunge” in; 
and thus dying in that unity with which 
ve have lived, our names and our friend- 
« ſhip will be celebrated by all poſterity.” 
The vapours of the wine: had ſo far heated 


their imaginations, ' and clouded their 
Judgments, that this extravagant propo- 


ſition appeared highly rational. They pre- 
pared, therefore, with great ſolemnity, to 


offer this ſacrifice to fame. A poor old 


| ſervant, who was perfectly ſober, under- 


ſtanding their a ran and awaked his 


. maſter, 
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maſter, Moliere preſently appeared among 
them, was- immediately acquainted with 
their intention, and invited to partake of 
immortality. He thought it would not 
je de prudent to oppoſe their deſign direct- 
je Ny; but ſaid, My dear friends, I ap- 
e, prove your deſign extremely, and am 
y very ready to enjoy ſo glorious 4 death ; 5 
re but by no means at this time; for poſte- 
s, I city may inſinuate; by its being perform- 
ne ed at fo late an hour, tliat it was not the 
effect of philoſophy, but inebriety; and 
ch ſo important an action ſnould be free even 
d- from a poſſibility of reflection: the only 
„Lie ſtep, therefore; to be takem is, that 
ed every one repair to his own bed; and 
eir that we aſſemble early in the morning, 
o- and then, with the coolneſs and ſerenity 


becoming true philoſophers, carry this 
to deſign into execution.“ This propoſal 
od met with univerſal approbation, and every 
er- one, except Moliere, retired contentedly 
his” 


to bed, The next morning, when theſe 
| ” great 
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cluſion: That the great object of human 


life ſhould be, by ſome renowned action, 
to acquire immortal fame. From this ob. 


ſervation, one of the company took occa- 
ſion to ſay, Gentlemen, this being the 


ſo deſirable, what can be more eligible, | 


© more noble, or more glorious, than, by 
© ſhaking off this load of life, to acquire 
© eternal renown ? | My advice therefore is, 


that we ſhould all go. together to the 


Seine, and there heroically plunge in; 
and thus dying in that unity with which 
ve have lived, our names and our friend- 
hip will be celebrated by all poſterity. 
The vapours of the wine had ſo far heated 


their imaginations, and clouded their 


judgments, that this extravagant propo- 


ſition appeared highly rational. They pre- 
| pared, therefore, with great ſolemnity, to 
offer this ſacrifice to fame. A poor old 


ſervant, who was perfectly ſober, under- 


ſanding their ** ran and awaked his 


„ 1 5 maſter, 
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maſter. Moliere preſently appeared among 


them, was immediately acquainted: with 
their intention, and invited to partake of 
immortality. He thought it would not 
be prudent to oppoſe” their deſign ditect- 
y; but ſaid, © My dear friends, I ap- 
prove your deſign extremely, and am 


'L very ready to enjoy ſo glorious a death z 


but by no means at this time; for poſte- 
' rity may inſinuate, by its being perform- 
(ed at ſo late an hour, tliat it was not the 
effect of philoſophy, but inebriety; and 
ſo important an action ſhould be free even 
from a poſſibility of reflection: the only 
wiſe ſtep, therefore; to be takem is, that 
every one repair to his own bed; and 
that we aſſemble early in the morning, 
and then, with the coolneſs and ſerenity” 
becoming true philoſophers, carry this 
deſign intò execution.“ This propoſal 
met with univerſal approbation, and every 
one, except Moliere, retired contentedly 
to bed. The next morning, when theſe 
great 
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great, men. had. recoyered the uſe of -their. 
reaſon, they ſhuddered at that raſhneſs 
which, a few hours; before, had appeared ſo 
glorious; z and acknowledged, that the 

only road to real fame was, to exert their 
abilities in the ſeryice of literature, inſtead 
of rendering their memories deteſtable by. 


an ( ynthinking: and uſeleſs act of ſuicide. id 


The "Pa colonel Daniel. 1 E dog 
pleaſure, in giving advice to young officers, 
guiding them in their military functions, 


the management of their pay, &c. when 


ever he was upon the article gaming, he 
uſed always to tell the following ſtory of 
himſelf, as a warning to others, and to 
ſhew, that a little reſolution may conquer 
this fatal paſſion : In queen Anne's Wars, 


he was an enſign in the Engliſh army then 
in Spain: but he was ſo abſolutely poſ- 


ſeſſcd with this evil, that all duty, and eve- 
ry thing elſe that prevented his gratifying 


his darling paſſion, was to him. moſt griev- 


ous; 
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: he ſcarce allowed himſelf time for 
as or, if he ſlept, his dreams preſented * 
packs of cards to his eyes, and the rat- 
tling of dice to his ears: his meals' were 
neglected 3 or, if he attended them, he 
looked upon that as ſo much loſt time, 
and ſwallowed his meal with precipitance, 
and hurried to the dear gaming-table again. 
In one word, he was a profeſſed gameſter. 
at For ſome time, fortune was his friend : 
s, aad he was fo ſucceſsful, that he has often 
5, Ml ſpread his winnings on the ground, and roll- 
ed himſelf on them, in order that it might 
be ſaid of him, He wallowed in gold.“ 
Such was his life for a conſiderable time; 
but, as he hath often ſaid, and we dare 
lay every conſiderate man will join with 
him, it was the-moſt miſerable part of it. 
After ſome time, he was ordered on a re- 
eruiting duty, and at Barcelona he raiſed 
eve - ¶ one hundred and fifty recruits for the re- 
ying I eiment; though this was left entirely to 


iev- is ſerjeant, that he might be more at lei- 
dus; Vor. II. 1 


ſure 


Y CURIOUS ANECDPO!TRS, 


ſure to indulge his favourite paſſion. Af. 
- ter ſome changes of good and ill luck, the 
fickle goddeſs declared ſo openly againſt 
bim, that, in one unlucky run, he was to- 
tally ſtripped of the laſt farthing. In this 
diſtreſs, he applied to a captain of the ſame 
regiment with himſelf for a loan of ten 


guineas; which was refuſed, with this 


ſpeech : What, lend my money to a pro- 
o feſſed gameſter! No, Sir, I muſt be ex- 
J cuſed: for of neceſſity I muſt loſe either 


: J my money or my friend: I therefore 


© chooſe to keep my money.“ With this 
taunting refuſal, he retired to his lodging, 


where he threw himſelf on the bed, to lay 


| himſelf and his ſorrows to a momentary 
reſt, during the heat of the day. A bug, 
gnat, or ſome ſuch vermin, happening to 


5 bite "him, he awoke, when his melan- | 


choly ſituation immediately preſented it- 
ſelf to him. Without money, and no 
proſpect how to get any to ſubſiſt himſelf, 


ö and his recruits to che regiment, then ata 
great 
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great diſtance from him; ; and ſhould they 


deſert for want of their pay, he muſt be 


anſwerable for it; and he could expect 
nothing but caſhiering for diſappointing 
the queen's ſervice. He had no friend! for 


hun whom he had eſteemed ſo, had not on- 
ly refuſed to lend him money, but had ad- 
ded taunts to his refuſal. He had not an 


acquaintance there; and ſtrangers, he knew, 
would not let him have fo large a ſum as 


was anſwerable to his real neceſſity. This 
naturally led him to reflect ſeriouſly on 


He had now found the cauſe, but the cure 


be purſued, ſo effectually to employ his 


that the adjutantcy of the regiment was to 


what had induced him to commence game- 
ſter; and this, he perceived, was idleneſs. 


was ſtill wanting: how was that to be ef. 
fected ſo as to prevent a relapſe? Some- 
thing muſt be done, ſome method muſt 


time as to prevent his having any to throw | 
away at gaming. It then occurred to him, 


be eee of, and this he determined to fy 
44 Ws 7 Ne purchaſe 
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purchaſe, as a poſt the moſt likely to find 
him a ſufficient and laudable way of paſ- 
ſing his time. He had letters of credit to 
draw for what ſum he pleaſed, for his pro- 
motion in the army, but not to throw 
away. idly, or to encourage his extrava- 
gancy. This was well : but the main dif- 
ficulty remained, and he muſt get to the 
regiment before he could take any ſteps 
towards the intended purchaſe, or draw 
for the ſum to make it with, While he 
was endeavouring to fall upon ſome expe- 
dient to extricate himſelf out of this di- 


lemma, his friend, who had refuſed him in 


the morning, came to pay him a vilit, 
After a very cool reception on the colo- 


nel's fide, the other began by aſking him, 


What ſteps he intended to take to relieve 
himſelf from the anxiety he plainly ſaw he 
was in? The colonel then told him all 
- that he had thought upon that head, and 


the reſolution he had made of purchaſing | 


the adjutantey as ſoon as he could join the 
| regiment, 


* 
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regiment. His friend then getting up, and 


embracing him, ſaid, My dear Daniel, 


J refuſed you in the- morning, in that 


abrupt manner, in order to bring you to 
© a ſenſe of the dangerous ſituation you 
were in, and to make you reflect ſeriouſ- 
y on the folly of the way of life you had 
got into. I heartily rejoice that it has 
© the deſired effect. Purſue the laudable 
* reſolution you have made; for, be aſſur- 

* ed, that idleneſs and gaming are the ruin 
«© of youth. My intereſt, advice, and 

* purſe, are now at your command: 
' there, take it, and pleaſe yourſelf with 
© what are neceſſary to ſubſiſt yourſelf and 
' recruits to the regiment.” This preſent- 
ly brought the colonel off the bed; and 


this afternoon's behaviour intirely oblite- - 


rated the harſhneſs of his friend's morning 
refuſal : he now viewed him in the agree- 
able light of a ſincere friend, and for ever 
after eſteemed, and found him ſuch. In 
ſhort, the colonel ſer out with his recruits 
v2 for 
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for the regiment, where he gained great 
< applauſe for his ſucceſs, which, as well as 
his commiſſion, he had well nigh loſt by 
one morning's folly: he immediately Joli- | 
cited for, and purchaſed, the adjutantcy; 
and, from that day forward, never touched 
cards or dice, but as they ought to be uſed, 
merely for diverſion, or to unbend the 
mind aftr too Moſs! 'an attention to ſerious 

7 en, Es Laos 8 | 1 


ene envoy. Hts Avon, 1 8 of Po- 
Jand, to czar Peter being on his return 
to Dreſden, by the way of Courland, hap- 
pened to fee a poor man, who ſeemed in 
great diſtreſs, inſulted by ſome people at 
the inn where he ſtopped; to whom the 
injured ſtranger ſaid, That they would 
not treat him thus, if he could gain ad- 
miſſion to the czar, and that he had more 
powerful protectors at court than they 
might poſſibly imagine. On hearing this, 
the envoy had the n to aſk the man 
ſome 
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ſome queſtions; from the anfwers to which, 


and on conſidering his features attentively, 5 
wherein he diſeovered a reſemblance to the 


empreſs, he conceived this unfortunate 


perſon might be her relation. After his 
return to Dreſden, he wrote an account of 
the adventure, and his ſuſpicions, to a 
fliend at Peterſburgh, who found means 
to get the letter ſhewn to the czar. On 
this, orders were immediately diſpatched 
to prince Repnin, governor of Riga, to 
make-ſearch after the man deſcribed in the 
letter, which was accordingly done by an 
intelligent perſon, ſent by prince Repnin 
to Mittau for that purpoſe. On examin- 
ing him, he ſaid his name was Charles 
Scavronſki, and that he was the ſon of a 
gentleman of Lithuania, who died during 
the wars in Poland, and left two children, 
a boy and a girl in the cradle; that nei- 
ther of them had any other education 
than could be had in that general ſtate 


of deſolation, in which every thing was 


F 4 aban- 
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abandoned. Scavronſki parted from his 
fiſter in his infancy, knew nothing more 


of her, than ſhe was taken priſoner at 

Marienburg, in 1704, and imagined ſhe 
might be till with prince Menzikoff, with 
whom ſhe might make her fortune. Prince 


Repnin, purſuant to the orders of the 


czar, cauſed Scavronſki 'to be brought 
to Riga, under pretence of his being A 
criminal: a kind of information was made 
out againſt him, and he was ſent under a 
guard to Peterſburgh, with orders that he 
ſhould be well treated during the journey, 


On his arrival at Peterſburgh, he was con- 
ducted to the houſe of an officer called 


Shepleff; who, being inſtructed 1n the part 
he was to act, drew from the priſoner 
ſuch information as he wanted, about his 


former circumſtances and condition; tell- 


ing him,. at the ſame time, that the accu- 


ſation laid againſt him at Riga was a very | 
ſerious affair; that he would do well to 
preſent a Fon to bis majeſty, and he. 

| would 
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would himſelf take care he ſhould: have an 


opportunity of delivering it. The next 
day the czar came to dine with Shepleff, 
when Scavronfki was preſented to him. 
The monarch aſked him ſeveral queſtions ;, 
and was convinced, by the ingenuouſneſs 
of his replies, that he was really the bro- 


ther of the czarina. Both had been in 


Livonia during their infancy; and the 
anſwers made by Scavronſki to the queſ— 


tions put to him by the czar, were intire- 


ly conformable to what his wife had told 
kim of her birth and misfortunes. The 
czar, not doubting the truth, propoſed, 
therefore, next day, to the empreſs, to go 
and dine with Shepleff; where, after din- 


ner, he ordered the ſame perſon: to be 


brought before him, who was examined 
the day before. He was introduced ac-- 
cordingly, in the ſame travelling garb in 
which he came to Peterſburgh: the Czar 
deſired he ſhould appear in the condition 
to which his ill-fortune had accuſtomed 
1 r 
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him. He interrogated him again as be- 
fore; and, after his examination, ad- 
dreſſed the czarina, and faid, This man 
is your brother :* then turning to the 
priſoner, Come Charles,“ ſaid: he, . ki 
che hand ef the empreſs, and embrace 
your ſiſter. The empreſs fainted away 
at the ſurprize, and when. ſhe recovered 


herſelf, : the czar ſaid,  * What is there 


© fkrange. in all this? This gentleman. is 
my brother-in-law : if he hath merit We 
© will do ſomething for him; if he hath 
© not, We will do nothing.” Scavronſki 
was ſoon after created a count, and mar- 
ried a young lady of quality, and had two 
daughters, who were afterwards married 
to noblemen of the firſt rank! in Ruſſia. 


The late bibop of Cork, a great Vit- 
tuoſo, and a learned and hoſpitable man, 
whenever he ſaw a ſtranger at church, who 


bore the appearance of a gentleman, uſed 
to invite him home to dinner. There 


| hap- 
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happened a regiment to be quatered in 
Cork; ſeveral ef whom were Scotch. An 


Engliſh officer, who was extremely fond of 


a jeſt, aſked the North. Britiſn commander 


to go to church with him one Sunday 
morning, well knowing the biſhop would 


invite them both. They accordingly went; 
and, as they came out, the biſhop,” who 


knew the Engliſh . gentleman, ſent his 
compliments to him, and if he and his 
friend were not engaged, ſhould be glad 
of their company to dinner. The Engliſh- 
man preſſed the other to go, though he 
made ſeveral objections; at laſt be pre- 
vailed, by telling him the biſhop was a 
perſon of great Meret, and might be very 
ſerviceable to him. When they arrived 


within a quarter of à mile of the houſe, 


Gads ſo! faid the Engliſhman, * I for- 
got to aſk you one very material queſ- 


"tion, and that is, Whether you have 


your catechiſm by heart? for it is his 
, lordſhip's/euſtom, after dinner, to exa- 
F 6 mie 


108 CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 

* mine the company round. © Deel rive 
N my ſoul,” quoth he, gin 1 ken a word 
b on't.“ Well, well,” returned his friend, 

Ihe always begins with the greateſt 
_ © ſtranger, and if you can anſwer the firſt 


« queſtion, it will hardly come to your 


< turn again.* Upon examining the Prayer- 
book, he found it was only. to tell his 
Chriſtian name; but, to make ſure work 
of it, he got the ſecond alſo, and was con- 
ning it alſo in. his mind. till they arrived at 
the houſe, where his lordſhip received 
them with all. imaginable politeneſs, ſhew- 
ing them his ſtudy, his cabinet of curio- 


J ſities, his gardens, improvements, and, 
in ſhort, every thing that could. manifeſt 


his own judgment, and give them pleaſure. 
At length the bell rung for dinner; and 
after it was over, the ladies retired, and 
bottles and glaſſes were placed on the table. 
The biſhop, who had a mind to drink the 


fſtranger's health, ſaid, Captain, may 1 


craye your name ?? The Scotſman in- 


1 Nantly | 


t 


9 
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ſtantly ſtood up, and anſwered, * William, 
© my lord; and, without giving the biſhop. 
time to ſay any more, ran on with; my 
godfathers and my godmothers, in my 
« baptiſm, wherein I was made a member 
of Chreeſt, the cheeld of Gode, and an 

© inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven, &c.” 
The biſhop, who had not a grain of fana- 
ticiſm in him, ſtood amazed, and ſaid, 
© Sir, I hope you. think I'm. too much of 
* a gentleman to catechiſe any one at my 
© own table.“ The Engliſhman, and the 
reſt of the company, laughed immoderate- 
ly, which completely put the captain out 
of countenance. The other, who was 
known to be a wag, honeſtly owned he 
bad done it for a joke; but the Scot told 
bim he had forgot the motto of the thiſtle, 
when he attempted to play upon him: 
however, there was no. more ſaid about it; 
the evening was ſpent with great harmony, 
and the two officers went home together. 
in» IF But the Scotchman was ſo far from forgiving 
ly. | „„ „ wr i -M his 
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his acquaintance, that he challenged him 
to fight the next day, in 


Doren, een n behind Bam 


10 Leoguld's thats duke of Lorrain) 
army, was a general officer, a Milaneſe, 


the marquis of ——, who had married a 
lady of his own country. The huſband and 
the wife were much eſteemed and diſ. 

tinguiſned; he, for his conduct in the 


field, and his underſtanding in the cabinet; 
the, for her beauty, her virtue, and her 
prudence. The perpetual wars of duke 


Leopold frequently called the huſband 
to à conſiderable diſtance, and left the 


wife near the perſon of her ſovereign, ful- 


Iy expoſed to All his attempts and ſolicita. 
tions. 


She reſiſted them with true female 
heroiſm. 


, 5 W in ſighs, in entertain» 
ments 


1 ſpite of all the 
conceſſions a man of honour could make, 
and terminated his revenge by running 
him through the body, of which he diech 


They were repeated in various 
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ments, and in adoration. They were con- 
tinued in perſeverance of ſeveral years. 
At length, the lady enterrained within 
kerfelf ſome ſenſations in his favour. Her 
virtue was alarmed at the diſcovety: het 
fears were awakened. Conſeienee and ho- 
nour prepared themſelves to fight againſt 


) Wl love, pleaſure, and ambition. Leſt the 
„combat might prove unequal, ſhe thus ad- 


(d treſſed herſelf to her huſband. < You 
and moſtfaithfully informed by me of the 


te WY © duke of Lorrain's courtſhip. I have not 
et: concealed from you a ſingle eircum- 
ber ſtance of its progreſs. Vour fortune 
ike and your intereſt made me ſuffer it. I 
and ſuſtained his  addrefſes with reſiſtance: 


Irepulſed his ardour with diſdain. That 


ful time is now no more. I can no longer 
cita- MW look upon my royal maſter with indif- 
male $ ference. He lays riches, '/ honours, And 


ions power at my feet. Vanity and ambition, 
tain Ml. not to mention deſire, tempt me to ſtoqp. 
| = 
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and ſeize the proffered treaſures. As 
« yet, I am innocent: as yet, I am worthy 
© of being your wife, Bur'that innocence 
© ſtands tottering on the brink of a pre-. 
< cipice. On my knees I beg you to de: 
© liver me from the horrid dangers that 
* ſurround me. Save me, ere I fall. Let 
us fly to Milan: let us take refuge in 


our own native country. My ſoul, in 


ſpite of all temptation, ſtill prefers po- 
verty with innocence, to opulence with 
« guilt, Let us go inſtantly, and live with- 
in the bounds of our own little fortune 
in the Milaneſe : let us at once break 
* looſe from the. dangers of a luxurious 
court: let us ſeek the happineſs ariſing 
from true love, and. taſte the joys of 
©. uninterrupted affetion, The marquis 
who had attentively liſtened to the noble 
confeſſion of his wife, embraced the mar- 
chioneſs with tenderneſs and tears, declar: 
ing, that he thought her equal, if not 

ſuperior, to the moſt yirtuous: and 1 


LS 
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moſt prudent of her ſex. He concurred 
with her in thinking, that an immediate 
flight was neceſſary. In a few hours after 
this remarkable ſcene had paſſed, they 
quitted the court of Lorrain with the ut- 


Wl molt ſecrecy, and ſoon reached their own 
eſtate in Milan, where they reſided du- 

n 

Ms the remainder of their lives. Leo- 

x | pold was in the ſame ſituation as Henry IV. 


a the ſudden departure of the prince and 
u. princeſs of Condé. He was ſtruck with 
the utmoſt anguiſh and aſtoniſhment at the 
bs of a charming miſtreſs, whom he ima- 
gined he had almoſt conquered. To ba- 


ing niſh melancholy, and to ſolace himſelf 
eb under this diſappointment, Leopold re- 


tired into tlie country, and ſought relief 
from rural diverſions. He roſe. early, for 
be ſlept little: ſhooting and hunting were 
bis daily exerciſe. The nights were paſſed | 
in gloomy remembrance of the marchio- 
les. One morning as he was in purſuit 
moſt i his Samer he accidentally met a girl, 

ou 


* 
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had not injured her complexion :: ſne w 


fair as Venus: ſhe had in her counte. 
nance the bloom of health, the ſprightl-] 


neſs of youth, and the bluſh of innocence; 


Such an object at once effaced the virtus. 


ous Milaneſe.' The duke of Lorran 
made immediate inquiries after his new 
Dulcinea. He received information, that 
ber birth was noble ; but that the poveny 
of her father was ſo great, that he was ob. 
liged to employ his own children to look 
after his poultry, by the ſale of which he 
procured great part of his ſubſiſtence, 
This circumſtance gave immediate hopes 
to the duke's deſires. He invited the im- 
poveriſhed nobleman to court: he loaded 
him with honours and preferments, His 
highneſs defired, or rather commanded, 
him immediarely to bring his family, and 
ſettle himſelf with them at Nancy. The 
royal orders were 


happf 


about ſifteen years of age, watching, i in | 
field a large drove of turkies. The fun. 


Leopold w 
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happy in the compliance of his neu miſ- 
treſs; who only inſiſted on a huſband to 


On ſuch acc 


high birth, the prince de Cradn, was cho- 
ſen for her conſort: he received her with 


plicit obedience to his maſter s commands. 
This obedi 


b- WH the utmoſt ſplendor that the court of Lor- 
ok {Wl rain could produce. She Was japgrecable 


he to the higheſt point of admiration. She 
ce, ¶ vas expenſive to ae higheſt point of ex- 


pes ceſs. Leſs endued with ſenſe than adorned 
im. vich beauty, ſhe was inconſiderate and 


ded profuſe, Not abſolutely without judg- 
His nent, he was generous and good-natured. 
Jed, Her thoughts (if ſhe ever thought) were 
and Hewployed on her own perſon. © She bore 
The W'rventeen children; yet by inceſſant care 
ne her health, and by the ſtricteſt attention 
app e to 


ſcreen the honour of her father's, houſe; _ 
85 huſbands: ate ſeldom = 
difficult to be found. A young officer of 


all the ardour of love, and with an im- 


ence. made his fortune. The 
prince and princeſs de Craon ſhohe-wirh 


EY 
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to the preſervation of her beauty, on which 
her whole power depended, ſhe preſerved 
the freſhneſs of her complexion, and the 
_ fineneſs of her ſhape, not only during the 
duke of- Lorrain's life, but to the day of 
her own death, many years afterwards, 
Though ſhe had an abſolute aſcendant 

over the duke's mind, and could turn and 
diſpoſe his reſolutions as ſhe pleaſed, ſhe 
never made an ill uſe of her power: on 
the contrary, ſhe delighted in doing bene. 


ficent actions, in obliging the nobility, in 


paying a profound duty and reſpect to the 
ducheſs of Lorrain. Alas! in one in- 
ſtance, ſhe wanted virtue; in all others 
ſhe had it in the greateſt perfection. Her 
| huſband was of the ſame diſpoſition. Both 
were humane, liberal, eaſy, polite, and 
condeſcending ; ſo that, after the death of 
Leopold, when the late emperor exchanged 
- Lorrain for Tuſcany, in 1737, he ap- 
pointed the prince de Craon fole regent of 

his Etrurian territories, Here the way 


in 


lo! 
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de Craon began a ſecond reign of ſplen- 
dor. Accuſtomed to magnificence, and 
born to be near, though not to fill, a 
chrone, her actions were ſuch as became 
royalty and imperial power. They were, 
at the ſame time, accompanied by ſo diſ- 
intereſted a generoſity, and ſuch an en- 
gaging ſweetneſs, that ſhe attracted the 
| love of the Tuſcans to the higheſt degree. 
She ſoothed the pride of the Florentine 


is nobility, , but never departed from her 
"i own exaltation, as the regent's wife. Her 
in 


court was crouded by noble ladies, who 
felt no envy, though they beheld ſuperio- 
rity. In her countenance appeared nei- 
ther the marks of age, nor the leaſt traces 


of haughtineſs: her friendſhips were not 
oth particular, but univerſal : ſhe was in Tuſ- 
and cany, as in Lorrain, beloved and eſteemed: 
h of by the women, admired and revered by- 
1ge0 the men. The excellent diſpoſition of her 
1 huſband was no leſs engaging. He was 


the ſoldier and the courtier, but not the 
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man of buſineſs: he wanted the talents 
eſſential to a miniſter of ſtate: he waz 
embarraſſed and overburdened by his dig: 
nity: he could face dangers in the field, 


but could not withſtand attacks in the ca . 
binet: he knew how to command an army, 


but could not guide a commonwealth: 
he ſoon became conſcious of his own de- 
teas, and hourly began to find the want 
of an aſſiſtant: he recollected the abilities 


of Monſieur de Richecourt, who was the 
fon of a Lorraineſe advocate, and who 


had alſo been bred to the law : he fixed 
upon this man for his, coadjutor ; and, in 
a letter to the emperor, in which he. ac- 

knowledged his own incapacity, he ear- 
neſtly intreated that his friend Richecoun 
might. be ſent to Florence, with full and 
adequate. power with himſelf in the go- 
vernment of Tuſcany, but without any 
particular denomination, or title. The 
requeſt was granted ; and, when the prince 

de Craon found himſelf indulged in is, 


. 2 
2 
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he acquainted the princeſs his wife with 
what he had done. You have ruined us 
© then,” exclaimed the princeſs, with ſome 


emotion: I know Richecourt: I know 
„his ambition: I know his cunning. 
5 0 While you were his ſuperior, ne way 
: pour friend: when he becomes your 
e. equal, he will be your enemy, Many 
m months will not paſs, after his arrival, 
ies WM © cre: we are little better than his ſlaves.“ 


he MW Richecourt arrived, and the prediction of 
ho Wl the princeſs was fulfilled. By a ſuperio- 


ed {Wl rity of genius, and an addreſs more adapt- 
in Ned to manage and turn the weighty and 
ac- Wl viricate wheels of government, the aſpir- 


ing count Richecourt aroſe to the higheſt 


ut MW eminence of authority, in the ſame degree 

and that the loſt prince de Craon funk into diſ- 

g0- {W'*gard and contempt. Unable to ſupport 

any daily inſults, the natural conſequence of ſo 

The {Wbje& a ſituation, the prince deſired to be 
ince {Wrccalled, and be permitted to end his days 

n it, in Lorrain. The emperor allowed him 

1 - 
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to return, and reſolved to change the ſin: 
gle regency into a triumvirate council of 
ſtate. The prince de Craon had contract. 


ed great debts in Tuſcany: he had lived 


far beyond his income. Before he could 
quit the Florentine dominions, he was ob- 
liged to fel] his plate, and the jewels of the 


princeſs his wife. Old and poor, the 


_ melancholy pair returned to Lorrain. He 
died a few months after his arrival: ſhe 
ſurvived him but a few years. 


M. de Luines was prime miniſter and 


. w favourite to Lewis XIII. An 


ambaſſador from England {Sir Edward 


Herbert] behaved very nobly to the 


haughty Luines. Sir Edward was in- 


ſtructed to mediate a peace for the prote- 
ſtants in France. De *Luines haughtiy: 


aſked him, What the king of England 
© had to do in that affair ??* The ambaſſ- 
dor replied. It is not to you, to whom 
the king my maſter W I.] owes an 


"* account 
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© account of his actions, and for me, it is | 


'* enough that 1 obey him: : in the mean 
time, I muſt maintain, that my maſter 
d © hath more reaſon to do what he doth, 

d © than you to aſk me why he doth it. 
\. MW < Nevertheleſs, if you civilly defire me, I 
e © ſhall acquaint you further.“ Upon this, 
de Luines, bowing a little, ſaid, © Very well.” 
le The ambaſſador anſwered, That it was 


be not on this occaſion only, that the king 
of Grat Britain had deſired the peace 
and proſperity of France, but upon all 
other occaſions, whenever any war was 
raiſed in that country; and this was his 
firſt reaſon: the ſecond WAS, That a 
peace being ſettled in his own dominions, 
the king of France might be better diſ- 
poſed and able to aſſiſt the Palatinate in 
the preſent broils of Germany.“ De 
Lies ſaid, We will have none of 
your advices.” The ambaſſador replied, 
That he took that for an anſwer, and was 
ſorry only, that the amicable interpoſi- 
Vor. Il, 'G * "ks - 
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tion of his maſter was not duly under - 
ſtood; but, that fince it was ſo abruptly 
rejected, he could do no leſs than fay, 
That the king his maſter knew well 
enough what to do. De {Lies an- 
ſwered, We are not afraid of you” The 
ambaſſador, ſmiling a little, replied, «If 


* you had ſaid, you had not loved us, $1 


* ſhould have believed you, and given 
you another anſwer; in the mean 
time, all that I will tell you more, 15, 
That we know very well what we have 
to do. De Luines, upon this, ſtarting 
from his chair, ſaid, in a great ferment, 
By G-d, if you were not Monſieur the 
© ambaſſador, 1 Koo very well how 1 


« would uſe you.” Sir Edward Herbert 


alſo riſing from his chair, ſaid, That as 
he was the king of Great Britain's ambaſ- 
ſador, ſo he was alſo a gentleman, and 


| that bis ſword (on which he clapped his 


hand) ſhould give him ſatisfaction, if he 


was pleaſed to take any offence. | Aſter 
| hie, 
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which, De Luines making no reply, the 


ambaſſador went towards the door, and 


Luines ſeeming to accompany him. Sir 
Edward ſaid, That after ſuch language, 
there was no occaſion to uſe ſuch cere- 
mony; and ſo departed, expecting to 
hear further from him. The ambaſſador 
bad afterwards a gracious audience of the 
| king; after which, a court lord telling 
him, That, having offended the conſtable 
| De Luines, he was not in a place of ſafe- 
0 ty, he gallantly anſwered, That he 
g MW thought himſelf to be in a place of ſafety 
t, whereſoever he had his ſword by him. 
1e 

1 


The vindictive De Luines procured his 


there was not one, as he told king James, 
but had killed his man) to go as ambaſſa- 
dor extraordinary to England; who fo 
miſrepreſented the affair, that Sir Edward 
was recalled ; but, upon his return, he 
cleared up the affair with honour, and fell 
his knees to the king, requeſting that 


G2 a trum- 


brother, with a train of officers (of whom 
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AM trumpeter, if not an herald, might be 
ſent to De Luines from him, with an aceu- 
ſation of falſity, and a challenge for ſatis- 
faction; but that prince, being of a pa- 
cific diſpoſition, made anſwer, That he 
would think upon it. However, De 
Luines dying ſoon after, Sir Edward was 
again ſent ambaſſador to F rance, 


When tht Güde of Nivernoti was am- 
baſſador in England, he was going dawn 
to lord Townſhend's ſeat in Norfolk, on 
a private viſit, quite diſhabille, and with 

only one ſervant, when he was obliged, 
from a very heavy ſhower of rain, to ſtop 
at a farm-houſe in the way. The maſter 

of this houſe was a clergyman, who, to a 

poor curacy, added the care of a few ſcho- 
lars in the neighbourhood, which, in all, 
might make his living about eighty pounds 

a year, and which was all he had to main- 
tain a wife and fix children. When the 

duke alighted, the clergyman, not know- 

5 as ing 
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ing his r ank, begged him to come in, and ; 
dry himſelf, which the other accepted, by 


and llippers e of him, and otherwiſe warm- 
ing himſelf by a good fire. After ſome 
converſation, the duke obſerved an old 


borrowing a pair of old worſted ſtockings 5 


cheſs-board hanging up, and as he was 


paſſionately fond of that game, he aſked 
the clergyman, Whether he could play ? 
The other told him he could, pretty to- 
lerably, but found i it very difficult, | in that 
N part of the country, to get an antagoniſt. 
1 I am your man:“ ſays the duke. With 
all my heart? fag the parſon :. and, if 
you will tay and eat 3 I will try 
*if I cannot beat you.“ The day ſtill con- 
tinuing to rain, the duke accepted his of. 
fer, when the parſon played ſo much bet- 
ter, that he won every game. This was 
ſo far from fretting the duke, that he was 
highly pleaſed to meet a man who could 
give him ſuch entertainment at his Ned. 
rite game. He accordingly enquired into 


83 the 
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the ſtate of his family affairs, and, juſt | 


making a memorandum of his. addreſs, 
without diſcovering his title, thanked 
him, and fo took his leave. Some months 
paſſed over without ever the clergyman's 
thinking a word about the matter, when 
one evening, a footman, in a laced livery, 
rode up to the door, and preſented him 
with the following billet: - »The duke 
© of Nivernois* compliments wait on the 
Rev. Mr. — 

* for the good drubbing -he gave him at 


 * cheſs, and the hoſpitality he ſhewed him | 


on fuch a day, begs that he will accept of 


© che living of wind, worth four hundred 


pounds per year, and that he will wait 
« on his grace the duke of Newcaftle, on 
Friday next, to thank him for the ſame. 
'The poor parſon was for ſome time before 
he could imagine it any thing more than a 
ett, and was for not going, but his wife 
inſiſting on his trying, he came up to 
town, and found the contents literally true. 


"The 


B and, as a remembrance 
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The following anecdote, related of that | 
ſteady republicih, Sir Henry Vane, is a 
generous inſtance of diſintereſted virtue not 
to be met with i in the hiſtory of monarchy 
from the time of the conqueſt to this day. 
The fees of his office, as treaſurer of the 
navy, though bur four pence in the pound, 
by reaſon of the Dutch war, amounted to 
thirty-thouſand pounds per annum. Of 
this circumſtance he had the magnanimi- 
ty to acquaint the parliament z and ob- 
ſerving that ſuch profit was a ſhameful 
robbery of the public, offered to give up 


his patent, which he had obtained for life 


from Charles I. and to accept in lieu, for 
an agent he had bred up to the buſineſs, a 
falary of two thouſand pounds a year. The 
parliament readily aſſented to the propoſal; 


and, as a reward for his public virtue, ſet= 
tled on Sir Henry Vane the yearly Yue 
of twelve hundred pounds. = 
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An old Dutch burgomaſter of the city 
of Groeningen, a man of a reſpectable 
character, and an elder of the church, hav- 
ing married a daughter much to his ſatis- 
faction, was prevailed on, by the impor- 


17 tunity of ſome ladies at the wedding feaſt, 


to dance a minuet with one of them. This 
getting air, three or four miniſters of the 


town, who had a pique againſt this old 


d gentleman, and who, it is ſaid, were fur- 
ther exaſperated at the not being invited to 
the wedding, laid their wiſe heads toge- 
ther to plan out a ſcheme of vengeance, 
With this view, they ſearched the eccle- 


Gaſtical code of the province, . and found, 
an old law of the year 1580, whereby it 


Vas enacted, That in caſe any elder of the 


church ſhould, on any occaſion whatever, 
preſume to dance, he ſhould, after full 


proof of the fact, be depoſed from his of- 


fice; be excommunicated, and rendered, | 


incapable of ever reſuming his ecclefiaſti- 
cal function. Elated with their ſucceſs in 


having 
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having met with ſuch a convenient weapon, 
they were reſolved it ſhould not lie uſeleſs. 
They immediately notified their ſucceſsand 
their intentions to their party, They then 
convened a conſiſtory, in which they de- 


claimed, with great vehemence, upon the 


aggravated ſin the burgomaſter had com- 


mitted, the great diſhonour he had done 


to God and religion, and the great ſcandal 


be had thereby given to the Lord's people. 
The fact, being too notorious to be de- 


pied, was admitted; the obſolete law in 
that caſe was read, and theſe reverend 


guardians of religion inſiſted upon the ſen- 


tence being carried into immediate exe- 
cution. As they had previouſly taken 
care to ſecure a majority of votes, their 
motion was ſoon carried. The offending 
burgomaſter was depoſed, and a deputa- 5 
tion of the conſiſtory, at the he..d of which 
were theſe tender-conſcienced miniſters, 
Was ordered to wait upon him and an- 


6 5 nmounce 


% 
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nounce their ſentence. The old pentle- 


man having heard of their proceedings by 
his ſon, who is a very ſenſible and learned 


5 advocate, and who had ſpared no pains, | 


on that occaſion, to ſearch the eccleſiaſti- 
cal code, was prepared to receive, with 
the utmoſt tranquillity, a meſſage from 
the conſiſtory to inform him, that, at ſuch 


a time, if he was at leiſure, a deputation 

from that body would wait upon him, to 

communicate to him ſomething of impor- 
| tance. Having fixed the time for their 


reception, he ordered four elbow chairs to 
be placed in the parlour for the miniſters, 
whom when they came, attended with ſome 


other members of the conſiſtory, he re. 


ceived with great politeneſs at the door, 


introduced them to the chamber of au- 


dience, deſired them to be ſeated, and 
begged to know the reaſon of his being 


| honoured with ſuch a ſolemn viſit. He then 
called for a little ſtool, upon which, with 
all due humility, he ſet himſelf down at 


the 


= = TI” 0.95 e — „ „ 
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the feet of the reverend Gamaliels. After 
a few hums and haws, the reverend the 
preſident” began with obſerving, how ex- 


ceeding grievous it was to him to approach 


any one, and eſpecially a perfon of his rank 
and importance, on an occaſion ſo diſa- 
greeable as that was which then brought 
him there; that the eminent tation of any 
perſon inflamed the guilt of whatever fin 
he might commit; that it was remarkably 
ſo in this caſe; that he had danced at his 
daughter's wedding, whereby he had dif- 
60 00860 God and offended his people; 
and that therefore the conſiſtory, purſuant 
to an old law of the church, did by him, 
as cheir mouth, pronounce him depoſed 
from his elderſhip, and excommunicated; 
that it grieved them to announce this ſen- 
tence againſt him; but that private regards 
muſt yield to public conſiderations, and 
mercy, in all ſuch caſes, give way to 
juſtice. - Under ſuch a thunderbolt, 
launched wich ſuch force from the red 
„%%% -- 
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right arm of eccleſiaſtical vengeance, the 
| trembling burgomaſter immediately hum- 
| bled himſelf. He aſſured them, he wWas 
| ſorry for the offence he had given; that he 
did it undeſignedly ; ; that he did not know 
: there was ſuch a law in being; that! it was 
true he had danced; but that, as it was in 
his own houſe, and i in a private company, 
on ſo extraordinary an. occaſion as his 
daughter $ wedding, at the repeated ſoli 
citation of ſome ladies then in company, 
and without the leaſt | intention to give any 


ſcandal, he humbly begged that they, and 


the reverend conſiſtory, would take theſe 
mitigating circumſtances, together with 
thoſe of his age, his rank, his paſt ſervices, 
and general good character, into conſidera- 


tion; and, in the exerciſe of chriſtian cha · 
rity, revoke, or at leaſt ſoften, the terrible 


| ſentence they had pronounced. They in 


return told him, this was impoſſible ; that | 
3 for the public good, juſtice muſt have its 


courſe againſt him; that hey. wiſhed him 


1 


„ 


A 
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ſo to conſider the heinouſneſs of his crime, 
as deeply to repent of it; and. recom- 
mended him to the Divine Mercy. Upon 
this he begged he might ſee the law by 
which he was condemned. This, after 
ſome demur, was granted, and it was read 
to him. This done, they got up to take 


their leave. Stay, gentlemen;“ ſaid he: 


* ſince you are inexorable, [ have ſome- 
thing further to ſay, in which you are all 
© deeply concerned. : They ſtared at him 
and one another. He then obſerved to 
them, that they muſt certainly have pe- 
ruſed their eccleſiaſtical code 1n a very par- 
tial and ſuperficial manner, or elſe they 
could never have overlooked a law in the 
Wy. ſame book, By which' ſaid he, 
you, reverend gentlemen, and all the 
* reſt of your fraternity in this province, 
* are, ipſo fatto, condemned and depoſed.” 
Here they ſtared yet more than before, like 
people thunderſtruck. He then produced 
the code, which. his fon had procured | 


ö him, 
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right arm of eccleſiaſtical vengeance, the 
trembling, burgomaſter immediately hum- 
bled himſelf. He aſſured them, he Was 


1 ſorry for the offence he had given; that he 


did it undefignedly ; ; that he did not know 
there was ſuch a law! in being; that! it was 
true he had danced; but that, as it was in 
= his own houſe, and in a private company, 
on ſo extraordinary an occaſion as his 


daughter's wedding, at the repeated ſoli 


citation of ſome ladies then in company, 


and without the leaſt intention to give any | 


ſcandal, he humbly begged that they, and 
the reverend conſiſtory, would take theſe 
mitigating circumſtances, together with 
thoſe of his age, his rank, his paſt ſervices, 
.and general good character, i into conſidera- 


tion ; and, in the exerciſe of chriſtian cha- 
rity, revoke, or at leaſt ſoften, the terrible | 


ſentence they had pronounced. They in 


return told him, this was impoſſible; that 


for the public good, juſtice muſt have its 
courſe REAR; 15 that they wiſhed him 
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ſo to conſider the heinouſneſs of his crime, 
as deeply to repent of it; and recom- 
mended him to the Divine Mercy. Upon 
this he begged he might ſee the law by 
which he was condemned. | This, after 
ſome demur, was granted, and it was read 


to him. This done, they got up to take 


their leave. Stay, gentlemen * ſaid he: 
* ſince you are ihexorable, I have ſome- 
* thing further to ſay, in which you are all 
. deeply concerned. f They ſtared at him 
and one another. He then obſerved to 
them, that they muſt certainly have pe- 
ruſed their eccleſiaſtical code 1n a very par- 
tial and ſuperficial manner, or elſe they 
could never bave overlooked a law in the 
N ſame book, By which' ſaid he, 
* you, reverend gentlemen, and all the 


© reſt of your fraternity in this province, 


© are, ipfo fatto, condemned and depoſed.” | 
Here they ſtared yet more than before, like 
people thunderſtruck. tHe then produced 
the code, which his fon had procured 


. him, 
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him, with the uſeful place ready doubled 
down. I'perceive, reverend gentlemen,” 
ſaid he, that you have totally overlooked 
* an unrepealed law in this very collection, 
0 which you have all notoriouſly tranſgreſ: 
© ſed, and ſtill continue to tranſgreſs, with 
* impunity.” Here he read a ſynodical 
= forbidding any miniſter of the church 
whatever wearing falſe hair, or any wig, 


of whatever kind or colour, like the 


Y F rench, even though they ſhould not have 


a ſingle hair left upon their heads, "of 


ſhould be afflicted with rheums of rooth- 
achs; all that was permitted in theſe 
caſes, or that of abſolute baldneſs, was, to 
wear a black filk ſcull-cap, called in the 
edict a Calot, and chat all who preſumed to 


offend, ſhould be ſuſpended ex officio et be- 


neficio ; and, in caſe they perſiſted, ſhould 
be depoſed from their function, and ex- 


communicated, This compleated the ſtar- | 


ing ſcene on their ſide : they hung their 


heads like weeping willows, implored his 
| * pardon 


* 


evntous Av epos 


pardon | in the moſt mean and abject "WY 
ner imaginable, and moſt earneſtly begged 


that he would make up matters with them. 
No, gentlemen; ſaid he: * I ſued to you 


for ſome lenity | in vain, and ſo ſhall you 
0 now. to me. As we have been brethren | 


ein offence, we will be ſuch too in pe. 


* nance. Mercy, you know, muſt give 


* way to juſtice. Depart, gentlemen, 
© depart for this time, and Wait the 
event of my proceedings againſt you. 


Jou cannot imagine into what a ridi- 
culous diſtreſs this motley tranſaction has 


thrown all the clergy of the town and 
province of Groeningen. They are ſet- 
ting all engines at work, to prevail on 
the burgomaſter to drop his proceſs - 
but he remains inexorable, and vows the 
law ſhall have equally its courſe in their - 
caſe, as it had in his; that they ſhall be 
ſuſpended, and if reſtored, after making 
a public amende honorable, ſhall be obliged 
e £660) eee 
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to throw aſide their wigs, and walk the 
| Ts and preach in their black calots. 


The late earl of 8t. Albans, ſecretary 


to queen Henrietta Maria in all her miſ- 
fortunes, found himſelf, at the Reſtoration, | 


but in an indifferent condition. Happen- 


wo, 
. 


ing one day to make a party at pleaſure 


with his majeſty, where all diſtinction was 
laid aſide, a ſtranger came with an impor- 
tunate ſuit for an employment, juſt vacant, 
of great value, The king ordered him to 
be admitted, and the earl to perſonate his 
majeſty. The gentleman made his ad- 
drefles accordingly, enumerated his ſer- 

vices to the royal family, and hoped ſuch 
| a place would not be thought too great a 
reward for them. By no means, replied 
the earl, and I am extremely concerned, 
_ © that, as ſoon as I heard of the, Vacancy, 


I conferred it on my faithful friend there, 


© the earl of St. Albans [pointing to the 
* king}, who has conſtantly followed the 


| * for 
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« fortunes both of my father and myſelf, 
© and has hitherto only enjoyed my favour 
© in return: but, when any thing of this 
kind happens again, worthy your accept- 
© ance, pray let me fee you.” The gen- 
tleman withdrew. The king ſmiled at the 
jeſt, and confirmed the grant. Thus the 
earl owed that to chance and, quickneſs of 


thought, which the moſt faithful ſervices 
could never Pons him. 725 91 | Ltr 


ES 


When 15 n Ninon LEnclos 
was in her fifty-faxth year, the chevalier 
de Villiers, a natural ſon whom ſhe had 
by the count de Gerze, arrived at Paris 
from the provinces, / where he had been 


4 educated, without any knowledge of his 
d real parents. He ſaw his mother: he fell 
, in love with her. The increaſe, . the ve- 
„ bemence of his paſſion, gave the greateſt 
i diquiets to the affectionate matron. At 
he 


laſt, when nothing but a diſcovery of the 
truth could put a ſtop, as ſhe thought, to 


” 
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the impetuoſity of his attempts, ſhe car- 
ried him into her bed-chamber. Here my 
readers will eafily conceive the tranſports 
ol a young lover, juſt on the brink of hap- 
pineſs with a charming miſtreſs near three- 
ſcore. As the adventurous youth would 

have puſhed his enterprizes, ſhe checked 

him, and, pointing to a clock, ſaid, Rab 
boy, look there! at that hour, wo- and. 
n twenty years ago, I was delivered of you 
in this very bed !* It is a certain fact, that 
the unfoftenate,” abaſhed) young man, fley 
into the garden, und fell upon his ſword, 
This cataſtrophe had. Hke to have deprived 


the age of the moſt accomp liſhed miſtrek 


that ever adorned the enen anal. 
It was above twenty years before the a. 
flicted mother would liſten to any addtel. 
ſes of a tender nature. At length the po- 
lite Abbe de Gedoyn preſſed and obtained 
an aſſignation. He came and found the 
enchanting Ninon lying on à couch, like 
the e gratidmother of the Loves, in # 

Mol 
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moſt gallant dimabille: and, what was ſtill 
more delightful, diſpoſed to indulge his 
utmoſt wiſhes. After the moſt charming 
- Wl cndearments,. he aſked her, but with the 
e- Wl createſt re ſpe, Why ſhe had fo a9 
ld deferred the completion of his happineſs ? 
ed Wl © Why,” replied ſhe, I muſt confeſs, it pro- 
f ceeded from a remain of vanity : I did 
$ pique myfelf upon having a lover at paſt | 
C © fourſcore, and it was but Jer 
' that 1 was eighty ar, ore | 


ey HS, 
rd. A few years ago, an Engliſh « captain 
ved WY being at an annual feaſt given by the no- 


bility of Girgenti, in Sicily, to the biſhop 


als. of that town: after the ſecond. courſe was 
af. removed; and the ices, in the ſhape of 
tel. various fruits and ſweetmeats, advanced 
po-: by way of rear- guard, one of the ſervants E 
ined carried the figure of a fine large peach to 
the "i the captain, who, unacquainted with de- 
like I ceit of any kind, never doubted but that 
the t was a real one; and, cutting it through 
molt the 
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the middle, in a moment had one large 
half of it in his mouth: at farſt he only 
looked grave, and blew up his cheeks 0 Boy 
give it more room; but the violence of the 0 
cold ſoon getting the better of his patience, 
he began to tumble it about from fide to 
ſide in his mouth, his eyes ruſhing out of 
water, till at laſt, unable to hold it any Jon: | 
ger, he ſpit i it out uponhis plate, exclaiming 
with a true Britiſh oath, * A painted ſnow- 
ball, by G-d!P and, wiping away his 

tears with his napkin, he turned in a rage 
to the Italian ſeryant that had helped him, 
with a *d—n your maggaroni eyes, you 
© ſon of a b—— what, did you mean by 
that? The fellow, who did not under- 
ſtand a word of it, could not forbear ſmil. 
ing, which till convinced the captain the 
more that it was a trick; and he was jul 
going to throw the reſt of che ſnow-ballin 
his face, but was prevented by one of the, 
company; when recovering from his pal 
ſion, and thinking | the object Tg ol 


it, 
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it, he only added, in a ſofter tone, Very 
* well, neighbour; I only wiſh I had you 
© on board ſhip for half an hour, you ſhould 
© have a dozen before you could ſay Jack 
: Robiſon, for all Jour painted Cl cheeks.” 


Sone time after the late Mr. Foote was 


r married, lady N P— made ſome over- 
*tures to him, not knowing that he was 
den married. Sam was an intimate and 


"Wl familiar companion of the late Sir Fran, 
cis Blake Delaval, whoſe finances at that 

ge Wl time were much ſtraitened, and ſome ex- 
| pedient was requiſite to raiſe the Fceflary 


'OU ſupplies. | FE knowing the embarraſſ- 
/ went of his friend, informed him of her 
ier ladyſhip's diſpoſition towards matrimony, 
nil. and that he had hit upon a ſcheme whereby 
me WY the knight might make ſure of her lady- 
jul ſhip and her fortune, which was faid to be 
un about ninety-thouſand pounds, 8 
ile. funds, beſides other poſſeſſions. The pro- 
oY het was $ concerted : Mr. Foote informed 

y 


lady 
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lady P— that there was a very extraordi- 
| nary man, a conjuror, in the Old Bailey, 
who foretold ſuch events as were almoſt 
incredible, and could only be believed by 


their taking place; and that, if it was 


agreeable, he would wait upon her to him; 
for that, though he had no great faith in 
fortune: tellers, he had heard from ſeveral 
of his friends ſuch very extraordinary oc- 
currences predicted, and which had hap- 
pe ned preciſely, as mentioned by the con- 
juror, that his incredulity was not a little 
ſtaggered. Her ladyſhip ſnapped at the bait, 
and the late facetious Jemmy Worſdale 
was appointed to perſonate the conjuror, 
in a lodging within a few doors to the real 

magician, Jemmy, being acquainted with 
7 ladyſhip's affairs, told her the moſt 
remarkable tranſactions, to her great aſto- 

niſhment. He then acquainted her lady- 
ſhip, that there was an occurrence upon 


the point of taking place, which would 


be the moſt important. of her whole life. 


Her 
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Her ladyſhip being very inquiſitive | to 
| know the particulars, he informed her, 
© That ſhe was upon the point of 7 Ong 6 
© married? Indeed ' ſaid ſhe : * Pray, 
Mr. Conjuror, to whom r 7 6 11 am not,“ 
ke replied, at liberty to acquaint you, at 
* preſent, who is the perſon; but I can 
* acquaint you when and where you will ſee 
© him, and point out to you his, dreſs? 
* Bleſs me! tell me, I beg of you,” On 
* hurſday next you will be walking i in the 
Park: you will there obſcrve a tall, fair 
t, © gentleman, remarkably handſome, dreſ- 
le Wl © fed in blue and filver: he will bow to a Z 
r, Wl © perſon in your company, the firſt time he 
al Wl © meets you: upon his return, he will 
join your party. It is irrevocably fixed 
* by fate that man is to be your huſband. 
Her ladyſhip aſked no more queſtions, but 
reſolved not to fail being in the Park the 
day the conjuror had mentioned. .Delayal 
appeared Ari © at as deſeribed, 

i ues 
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bowed, joined, and, in three days, mar: | 


ried her es hn of 


An intimate acquaintance of the late 
Sir Richard Steele dined with him one 
day after he had been lately married, and 
juſt then ſet up his chariot. | His lady, 
two or three times at dinner, aſked him, 
If he uſed the chariot that afternoon ? to 
which he only anſwered, * Oyſters.” When 
the table-cloth was taken away, ſhe faid, 
Well, my dear, I'll take the chariot: 
to which he again replied, ©* Oyſters, my 
dear.“ She dropped a curtſey, and con- 
feſſed ſne was in an error, and ſtood re- 
proved. On her retiring, Sir Richard's 
friend thus addreſſed him: Sir, as ab- 
ſurd as your anſwer might ſeem to others 
I know your manner ſo well, that | am 
4 aſſured there is ſome moral inſtruction in 

« your word Oyſters: as it muſt be ſome 


o& gentle, humorous reproof, do me the 


favour to let me into the ſecret of it. 
. 100 
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0 You know, ſays Sir Richard, we have 


« juſt ſet up a chariot; and, being appre- 


© henſive it might have ſuch an effect on 


© my wife's heart that ſhe might incon- 


« ſiderately talk of it too much, thereby 
© betraying a weakneſs of mind I would 


«© oladly prevent, I told a ſtory of a 
« young fellow who had lately ſet up an 


© equipage, and had always the vanity to 


© be talking of it; which was as follows : 2 
Ned Sparkiſh, on the death of his elder 


brother, left the attorney to whom he 


© was clerk, ſet up an equipage, and com- 
© menced petit maitre. He was one day 
© walking with ſome gentlemen in the 
Mall, when one of them aſked him to be 
* of their party to dine at a famous eating- 
* houſe at Charing Croſs.“ With all my 
* heart, my dear;” * ſays Ned :*.* ll ſtep 
to my ſervant, and give ſome orders about 

* my chariot, and be with you again in a 

* moment.” On this another gentleman 


* ſaid, * How can you aſk that coxcomb 
r W 5 8 to 


$ 4 \ 
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« to be with vs ? We ſhall hear of nothing # 
KC but his chariot. bell lay half a dozen of M « 
'« F rench wine he talks of it within ten W 
« minutes after he comes into the room,” « 
6 As J think that impoſſible,” * ſays ano- 
% © ther, «it is a bet,” Ned , by this time, joir: 
od. them again, and chey went to Locker 0 
a They were ſcarce i in the room, when the 
* gentleman who laid the wager propoſed 
. having ſ ſome oyſters before dinner, a8 2 WY 
+ whet; but at the ſame time feared ther k 
© were none freſh enough at that end of the Wl; 
. town, and propoſed to ſend to Billingſgat 
” « for ſome. It was objected that would take Wl c 1 
too much time, otherwiſe they approved of 
© his motion.” 5 Nay,” * ſays Sparkiſh, let 
« that be no objection: : my chariot. i 1s at 
d the door, and PI diſpatch Tom away 
© with it immediately, and he may bring 
„ the oyſters in half an hour ; at fartheſt,” 
'* You lee,” continues Sir Richard, e the, 
intent of this ſtory, on how abſurd a 
. * foundation ſoever 1 it may be built: 1 told 


4 | | ot 
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© it my wife as a family piece of ihſtruc- 
*tion, and you ke that ſhe has good 
*ſenſe enough, on the mention of oyſtets, | 
*toſee and to confels her error.” 


MI. St. ' Jin, 6 d the Ake o of Vork 
(afterwards king Kerr one day un- 
expectedly met in the Park at the Hague, 
and Mr. St. John, Preſerving the dignity 
of ambaſſador - to the Engliſh republic, 
kept his ground. The duke, in a paſſion, 
ſnatched of his hat, and cried, © Learn, 

© parricide, to reſpect the brother of your 


* king.“ To this the ambaſſddor retorted 

® with ſpirit, *I ſcorn to acknowledge either 

* you, or him of whom you ſpeak, but as 

* ' a race of vagabonds. 2s 

way 5 

ng Perhaps no mä was mort Addicted to the 

ſt, accumulation of wealth than the famous 

de Dr. Radcliffe, and was apt to treat thoſe. 
al patients with great "cotitetipr who behav- 


ed to him in a mean or niggardly manner. 
| He | This 
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This was remarkably exemplified in the e. 
caſe of Mr. Tyſon of Hackney, a perfor 7 
of great wealth, and who was ſaid, at the |; 
time of his death, to be worth more. than bi 
three hundred thouſand pounds. It hap- 
pened that this man, who was as much tn 
diſtinguiſhed by the meanneſs of his ſoul 


uf 

as the largeneſs of his fortune, had ſo logg be 

dealt with quacks, for cheapneſs ſake, thi R 
he was reduced to the loweſt ebb of life 


his continuance in it being i in a manner de. 
ſpaired of. His friends and neighboun 


had repeated their intreaties with him u m. 
no manner of purpoſe, that he would 2 0 
ply to ſome able phyſician for advicy po 

as his caſe appeared to be ſo dangerous up 
but the expence ſeemed to be a greater te: fic 
ror than even the apprehenſions of desi hin 
itſelf. At length, however, the extreme ha 

near view of the next world frightened the 
him into a reſolution of uſing ſome prop tay 
means to make his abode in this as lon 


as poſſible, In order to which, | he pitch 


7 
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ed upon Dr. Radcliffe, as the only perſon 


capable of giving him relief in this dan- 


gerous ſtate: but the great difficulty was, 


how to keep the doctor from diſcovering 
bim, ſo as he might procure the aſſiſtance 
without the uſual expence. At laſt, with 


that view, he and his wife agreed to wait 


upon the doctor at his own houſe; and 
being carried in their own coach to the 
Royal Exchange, there they hired a hack 
to Bloomſbury, where Radcliffe then 
lived. When they came to his houſe, 
with two guineas in hand, and a very 


mean habir, Mr. Tyſon opened his caſe 


to the doctor, not without alledging his 
poverty, as a motive for having advice 
upon moderate terms. But neither his 
ſickneſs nor his apparel had diſguiſed 
him ſo much as to deceive Radcliffe, Who 
happened to know his face. He had, 
therefore, no ſooner heard what he had to 
fay, and taken his gold, but he told him, 


That he might go home and die, and be 


H 3 damned, 


855 1 
, p 
* * * 
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damned, without a ſpeedy repentànce; 


Dr 


for both death and the devil were ready 
for one Tyſon of Hackney, who had 


raiſed an immenſe eſtate out of the ſpoils 
of the public, and the tears of orphans 


and widows, and would certainly, be 2 


dead man in ten days: and the event, 
ue are told, did not falſify the predic- 
tion; for the old uſurer returned to, his 


houſe, quite canfaynded, with the, ſens, 


tence that had been paſſed, upon N, 
and died within eight days after. 


5 1 anecdote, is related of Raddliff 
which deſerves to, be recorded, and. is as, 

follows: A Mr. Nutley being ſomewhat 
inmdiſpoſed, the doctor made him, a viſit, 
hoth as friend and a phyſician. Upon exa- 
mining into the. ſtate of his, health, be 
found that his diſorder lay rather in, his 
mind than in his body, and ſuſpected that 


it aroſe from ſome, embarraſſment, ip bis 


clxcymſtances : e cherefore, nent 


5 awa)s | 


hit 
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away, and told him he would preſeribe 
ſuch a remedy as "ſhould infallibly cure 

him. Acordingly, he ſoon after ſent him 
two hundred guineas, with a letter, in 
which. he aſſured him, that three hundred 
more were at his ſervice: and he found 
that he had adopted the right method of 
treating his friend's caſe, who was ſooner. 
recovered from his indiſpoſition by the 
dodtor's money, than he would have been 
by any medicines he could have preſcribed 
for him. Wat Pa Ap 


14 *S 


— 


-* 


The Spaniſh etiquette ] is a certain regula- 5 
tion which contains all the "ceremonies 
which the Spaniſh monarchs are obligedt to 
obſerve, and which they dare not, upon 
any pretence, break through; but yet is a 


greater check upon the liberty of the queen 


conſort, for they are often forbid things 


the moſt 1 innocent. The ducheſs of Ter- 
ta Nova, WhO wWas camera major to the 
vife of Charles II. told her nijeſty plain- 


Gf 4 ; * J ** 141 » * 
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ly, That the queens of Spain muſt not look 
out of the windows of the palace. There 
happened to this princeſs an adventure, 
which, by the formalities of the etiquette, 
had like to have loſt her life. The queen 
was very fond of riding, and ſeveral fine 
horſes. having been brought her from An- 
daluſia, ſhe had a mind to try one of them; 
but ſhe had no ſooner mounted, than the 
proud | ſteed began to prance and caper, 
and at length threw the royal rider; 
and what was worſe, her majeſty's foot 
hitched in the ſtirrup, and the horſe drag- 
ged her along, to the utmoſt peril of her 
life. All the courts were ſpectators of 
this unlucky accident, but nobody had | 
thought of ſuccouring the queen: the 
etiquette formally oppoſed i it; for it forbid 
any man whatſoever, on pain of death, to 
touch the queen of Spain, and more eſpe- 
cially her foot. We do not know why. 
her foot, rather than her hand, ſhould be 


prohibited; but, in ſhort, that was the 
Ys lay, 
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law, and therefore nobody durſt approach 
her. Charles II. Who had a great love 
for his queen, and who, from a balcony, 
ſaw the danger ſhe was in, cried out vehe- 
mently; but the cuſtom was inviolable, and 
the untouchable foot reſtrained. the grave | 
Spaniards from intermeddling in ſo deli - 
cate an affair. At length, two briſk: cava- 
liers, one named Don Louis de las Terres, 
and the other Don Jaine de Sotomajor, 
reſolved to hazard all in ſpite of the law of 
the queen's foot. One ſeized the bridle of 
the horſe, and the other laid hold of the 
queen's foot, and took it out of the ſtirrup; 
and, in rendering her this ſervice, diſplaced 
one of his fingers. When this was done, the 
cavaliers took the advantage of the con- 
fuſion this accident occaſioned, and, with- 
out ſtopping, went home, got their 
horſes ſaddled, and fled from the puniſh- 
ment they had incurred, for daring to of- 
fend againſt ſo ſtrict and ſo auguſt a cuſ- 
tom. The queen, recovering from her 
5 H 5 ftright, 
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fright, defired to Ko-her two deliverers, 
A young lord, their friend, told her ma- 
jeſty, that they vere obliged to fly the 
country to avoid the puniſnment they had 
merited. The queen, who was a F fench⸗ 
woman, and knowing nothing of the pre- 
rogative of her heel, and probably with- 
out this fall had ever remained ignorant 
of it, imagined it a very impertinent cuſ- 
tom to puniſh men for ſaving her life. 
In ſhort, ſhe, by much intreaty, obtained 
their pardon from the king her huſband, 
But notwithſtanding the reſtraint laid on 
them by the etiquette, the queens: of Spain 
have been fond enough of gallantry, which 
helped to rid them of a troubleſome and 
ridiculous yoke. The wife of Philip IV. 
(if we may credit the hiſtorians of thoſe 
days) had a. liking to the count de Mon- 
terei, and ſhe was at a loſs how to make 
him ſenſible of it. The etiquette was now 
fixed, which ſettled the ceremonial. to be 
” obſerved with regard 0 the king's amours; 
| | S but 
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but no mention was made therein with re- 
ſpect to thole of the queen. The princeſs 
could find no better expedient, than to 

drop a paper out of her hand one day 


when Monterei was giving her an account 
of an affair with which ſhe had charged I. 


him. He took it up, and, with one knee 


to the ground, preſented it to her * Per- 
© haps,” ſays the queen, you imagine 


b this paper to be of importance. Iwill 
have you judge of it.” The count there- 


in read theſe words: * I ſpend the night 
without reſt, alone, dull, forming of 

« deſires: my pain is a war öden but 
* ſuch as I take delight 1 in, The count 


| (who never imagined that a queen of Spain 


could ſtoop ſo lowas to diſcover the tender- 


neſs of her heart) ſeemed not to underſtand 


the meaning of the letter, and peruſed } it 
in a cool manner, ſo natural to a Spaniard, 


"'The- queen, obſerving his indifference, | 


grew Outrageous, and, with ſpiteand indig- 


nation, ſnatched i out of his hands, Go, 


ns OS on os © 
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N 4 may Juſtly fag, E Domina non 


1h 8 family whoſe reaſon for 
coming to London was to have their pic- | 
tures drawn, and principally that of the 
hopeful heir, brought him to Sir Godfrey 
' Kneller. That ſkilful artiſt ſoon diſco- 
vering that a little converſe with the world 
might, one day or other, wear off the 
block, which, to a common obſerver, ob- 
ſecured the man, inſtead of drawing him 
in a green coat with ſpaniels, or, in the 
more contemptible livery of a fop, play 
ing with a lap- dog, 


© 0s homini ſublime dedir, | 


gave him a ſoul darting with a proper 
ſpirit through the ruſticity of his features. 
A gentleman who was going to ſee the 
painter, met the mother and ſiſters com- 
ing down ſtairs the day- it was finiſhed, 
and who round Sir Godfrey ir in a moſt vio- 
| lent 


= 
=_ * 
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lent rage above: : * Look. there, fays he, 
pointing t to the picture; 8 there is a fellow! 


« ] have put ſome ſenſe in bim, and none 


0 1e A — 14 kd. il 


5 of his family 8 him. 
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In . reign. "of James 1. towards the 


end of the, year. 1609, Robert Carr, a youth 
of twenty years of age, and of a good fa 


mily in Scotland, returned to London 
from his travels. All his natural accom- 
pliſhments conſiſted in a handſome perſon; ; 
all his acquired abilities I in an eaſy air and 
genteel carriage. He was ſtrongly recon | 
mended to his countryman lord Hay ; J anc 
that nobleman no ſooner caſt his eye upon 


him, than he found him poſſeſſed of thoſe | 


talents which would qualify him for mak- 


ing a figure in the Engliſh court. Con- 


ſcious of the king's fondneſs for youth, 
beauty, and exterior appearance, he 
ſtudied how matters might be ſo conduct- 
ed, that this new object ſhould make the 
dleepeſt impreſſion upon him. Without 
4 AR naming 


> 
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naming him at court, he allotted him the 
office of preſenting t to Fool his buckler 


1 © y CI ITY. GE 
and d evice, at a match of tilting; and 
2 


5 7080 97 


hoped he would engage the, attention of 
that monarch. Fortune favoured his de- 
Ls by an accident which at firſt | bye 

a contrary aſpedt. - hen Carr was ad ad 
vancing to. perform his office, his bra 
| horſe flung him, and broke "his leg, in | the 


nn nie 105 WITT 


king's preſence. James approached him 


with looks of Pity a and compaſſion. | His 


nn 
beauty and tender years excited love and 
| 16 91;* | 
affection; and the prince ordered him to 


carried to the lace, and to be care- 


A 4 
” 9 


tilting, paid him a viſit, and frequently 
returned during his confinement. The 
8 ignorance a and ſimplicity of of the boy com- 
5 pleted the conqueſt Which his exterior 
grace and accompliſhments had begun, 


Poſſeſſed with a high opinion of his own 


4 abilities, he flattered himſelf that this raw 


= youth, * his precepts. and inftryCtions 
; e would 


| fully ; attended. He himſelf, after the 


-— WB . > CI) „ oe Det Sade — 


the order of the garter, admitted him into 


the privy-coungil, and, though a at firſt he 
| aſſigned him no. particular office, he N | 
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would ſpop beequal ta his wiſgſt miniſters, | 
amd be, initiated into all the myſteries of 
government: and as; zhiß kind. 9 greg: 


tion was mare. perfectly hig own Mork than 


any other, he. ſeemed to entertain. a . more 


unbounded affection tor his migion, than 
what he bore. eyen, to. his own, children. 
He ſoon | conferred upon him the honour 
of knighthoogd, promoted him to the title 
of viſcount Rocheſter, inveſted him with 


truſted him with the ſupreme direction Q 


all his buſineſs and political concerns. In 


proportion to this rapid advancement in 
confidence and honour, was wealth be- 
ſtowed upon the needy favourite; and 
while Saliſbury, and all the ableſt miniſters, 
could ſcarce find money to defray the ne- 
ceſſary exyences of government, James, 
with an 1 75 hand, Naded with 


12 


geant. 
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geant. The favourite was not however at 


firſt ſo elated with his good fortuhe as 
not to be ſenſible of His own ignorance and 
I inexperience!” He had therefore recohrſe 
to the aſſiſtance and advice of a friend; 
and he was more happy in his choice ws 
is uſual with perſons of his character. In 
Sir Thomas Overbury he fobnd a judi 5 
bus and wiſe counſellor, who endeavourt 
to ſeaſon his mind with the- Principles of 
prudence and diſcretion: : and" ſo long as 
he had the modeſty to follow the! friendly 
counſels of Overbuty, he engaged the rare 


fortune of being beloved by the prince, 


without incurring the hatred of the people. 
To complete the happineſs of this pam- 
pered minion, nothing was wanting but a 
kind miſtreſs: and where high fortune 


concurred with all the graces of external 


form, this circumſtance could not be dit- 


ficult to attain. But it was here the fa- 


Vvourite met with that rock which ruined 


bins his future * pects, and which plunged 
him 


>. A Avi 
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him for ever into an abyſs of infamy, guilt, 
and miſery. No ſooner had James 
aſcended the throne of England, than he 
reſolved to compenſate the many calamities. 
which the unhappy families of Howard 
and Devereux had ſuffered in ſupport of 
his cauſe, and that of his mother, Having 
reſtored young Eſſex to his rank and 
blood, and beſtowed the title of Suffolk 
and Northampton on the two brothers of ? 
the houſe of Norfolk, he endeavoured to 
procure the farther pleaſure of uniting | 
their families by the marriage of the earl of 
Eſſex with lady Frances Howard, daugh- 
ter to the earl of Suffolk. She was only in 
her thirteenth and he in his fourteenth 
year; and it was judged proper, till both 
ſhould arrive at the age of puberty, that 
he ſhould go abroad, and ſpend ſome time 
in his travels. After an abſence of four 
years, he returned to England, and was 
charmed with the ſight of the lovely bride, . 
and was now in the full bloom of her beau- 


ty ; 
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ty, and who was univerſally admired by 
the whole court. But, when he approach- 
ed, and claimed the privileges of a huſ- 
band, he met with nothing but coldneſß 
and ihdifference, and a flat refuſal of any 
farther freedom. He had recourſe to her 
parents, who obliged her to accompany 
him into the country, and to partake of 
his bed: but nothing, could conquer her 
invincible obſtinacy; and ſhe {till_roſe 
from his ſide without having taſted the 
nuptial Pleaſures, | Provoked at. this un- 
accountable behaviour, he at laſt abandon- 
ed the purſuit, and, ſeparating himlelf 
from her, allowed her to follow her owa 
will and inclination. - * was generally 
thought that a lady of her age and con- 
ſlitution could not diſcover fuck an un- 
conquerable averſion to one man, "without 
| ſome ſecret attachment to another; ; and it it 
ſoon appeared that the conjecture of the 
public was but to well founded. She had 


liſtened to the e of " the 
ph Ws t A "an 
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and her tender heart had been eaſily cap- | 
tivated. by the graceful perſon. and inſi- 


nuating addreſs of the worthleſs minion. 


She flattered herſelf that ſo long as ſhe re- 
fuſed the - embraces of Eſſex, ſhe could not 
properly be deemed, his wife, and that 15 
ſeparation and divorce might ſtill pave tbe 
way for a new, marriage. with her beloved | 
Rocheſter. Their paſſion was ſo violent, 
and their opportunities of meeting ſo fre- 
quent. that they had already. indulged 
themſelves in all the gratifications of love: 
yet they, fill bewailed their unhappy kate 
while their union was not perfect and legi- 
timate z and the lover, as well as the miſ- 1 
reſs, was D till their Dead ar- 
An affair of ſo great conſequence. could 
not be accompliſned without conſulting 
Orerbury, to, whom Rocheſter. was wont 
to communicate all his ſecrets. That faith- 
ful counſellop. was alarmed at rhe propoſal; 


"ls employed every L een divert 
his 


RGA. 
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his friend from ſo fooliſh an attempt. | He 
repreſented the great difficulty of obtain- 


ing a divorce between her and her huſ- 


band; and the extreme danger, as well as 
infamy, of taking into his bed an aban- 


doned woman, who, being married to a 
nobleman of the firſt rank, had not ſcru- 


pled to proſlitute her character, and la- 
viſh her favours on the object of a capri- | 
cious and momentary paſtionz and, in the 
warmth of his friendſhip, he went To far as 


* 


. to threaten Rocheſter that he would break 
off all further correſpondence with. him, if 


he could fo far forget his honour and his 
intereſt, as to proſecute the intended mar- 
riage. Rocheſter had the weaknels to re- 
port this converſation to his miltiek, the 


counteſs of Effex; 3 and, when! in the fury bf 
her rage and reſentment, ſhe ſwore ven- 


geance againſt Overbury, he had alſo the 


baſeneſs to engage in her vindictiye 
ſchemes, and to doom to deſtruction his 
faithful friend, for the greateſt inſtance 


which 
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which he could receive of kis ſincere and 


cordial friendſhip. Some contrivance was. 


neceſſary _ for the execution of their cruel” 
purpoſe. _ Rocheſter applied to the king, 
and, after complaining that his own in- 


dulgence to Overbury had inſpired him 
with a degree of arrogance which was al- 


together intolerable, he obtained a com- 
miſſion for his embaſſy to Ruſſia; Which 
he repreſented as a retreat for his friend, 


both advantageous and honourable. When 
conſulted by Overbury, he earneſtly ad- 


viſed him him not to accept this offer, and : 


- undertook the taſk of appeaſing his maje- 


ſty, ſhould he ſeem to be offended at the 
refuſal. To the king again he exaggerated 


the inſolence of Overbury's conduct, and 


procured a warrant for ſending him to the 


Tower, which James intended as a gentle 


puniſhment for his diſobedience, The 
ieutenant of the Tower was a creature of 
Rocheſter's, and had lately been entruſted 
with the office for this very Purpoſe: he 
_—_ 
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| ſubjected Overbury to ſuch a rigorous con · 
finement, that the unhappy priſonet \ way 
| debarred from the fight even of his neareſt 
relations; and no intercourſe of any kihd 
was permitted him, during. the ſpace of 
ſix months that he had lived in Priſon. 
This impediment being removed, the 
lovers reſolved to purſue their purpoſe; 
and the king himſelf, forgetting the dignity 
of his character, and his obligations to the 


family of Eſſex, warmly ſeconded the pro- | 


ject of obtaining a divorce between the 
counteſs and her huſband. This indeed 
was the more eaſy, as Eſſex was willing 
to embrace any decent opportunity of ſe- 
parating himſelf from a profligate woman, 
by whom he was hated, and whoſe love, 
had ſhe thought proper to have offered it, 
he would now have rejected with contempt 
and diſdain. The ſentence of divorce, up- 
on the moſt ridiculous pretence, was award- 
ed between the earl of Eſſex and his coun- 
teſs; and, to complete the farce, the king, 

_ unwil 


* 


4 vs 4 


CURIOUS ANECDOTES. 167 


unwilling that. the lady ſhould loſe any 


rank by her marriage, conferred on his 


minion the title of earl of Somerſet. The 


counteſs of Somerſet, having thus accom- 
pliſhed her wiſhes, might have enjoyed as 
much happineſs ; as it was poſſible for a 


woman of her abandoned character to en- 


joy, had ſhe not been prompted by her 
revenge to imbrue her hands in the blood 
of an innocent man, and by that means in- 
volved herſelf 1 in utter ruin and deſtruction. 
Though the had already deprived Over- 
bury of his liberty, ſne could not be con- 
tent until ſhe had made him feel the ſever- 
er effects of her reſentment, and ſhe en- 
gaged her huſband, as well as her uncle, 
the earl of Northampton, in che atrocious 
deſign of taking him off by poiſon. Fruit- 
leſs attemprs were repeated by weak poi- 
ſons; but at laſt they gave him one ſo 
firong and violent, that the ſymptoms 


were evident to every one who approached 


him. He was buried in the Tower with 
the 
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the greateſt diſpatch and ſecreſy, under M 5 
pretence that he died of ſuch a loathſome MW » 
" diſeaſe as rendered his corpſe unfit to be 1 
ſeen, Conſcious of the murder of his f 
friend, Somerſet enjoyed little ſatisfaction MW b 
in the pleaſures of love, or the utmoſt 
| Kindneſs and indulgence of the king. The 
graces of his youth gradually decayed, the 
gaiety of his manners inſenſibly vaniſhed, | 
and his politeneſs and affability were 
changed into ſullennefs and ſilence; and 
the king, who had, been captivated by 
theſe ſuperficial accompliſhments, began 
to withdraw his affections from a man 
who no longer contributed to his amuſe- 
ment. To complete his diſgrace, an apo- 
thecary's ſervant, who had been employed 
in preparing the poiſon, having retired to 
Fluſhing, began to talk very freely of the 
whole ſecret; and the affair at laſt reached 
the ears of Trumbal, the king's ambaſſ- 
dor in the Low Countries. Trumbal im- 
mediately tranſmitted the intelligence to 
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Sir Ralph Winwood, ſecretary of ſtate, 
who imparted the matter to his majeſty. 
The king, ſurpriſed and confounded to 
find ſuch enormous guilt in a man whom 
ke had admitted into the moſt intimate fa- 
miliarity, fent for Sir Edward Coke, lord 
chief juſtice, and ordered him to examine 
into the affair with the utmoſt rigour and 
impartiality. | Coke executed his orders 
with that induſtry and ſeverity for which 
de was ſo remarkable: the whole laby- 
by Wl finth of guilt was fully” unfolded : the 
an Wl accomplices of Overbury's murder ſuffered 
the puniſhment due to their-crimes; but 
the king granted a pardon to the princi- 
pals, Somerſet and his counteſs: and to 
nitigate the ſeverity of their fate, after 
ſome years impriſonment, he reſtored them 
to their liberty, and indulged them with a 
penſion, with which they retired into the 
country, and languiſhed out old age in 
infamy and obſcurity. Their guilty loves 
were converted into the moſt deadly ha- 
Vol. II. I ftted 3 
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tred; and they lived ſeveral years in the 
| ſame houſe, without any intercourſe or 
WW with each other. 


When Sir Richard Steele v Was a makes of 
Drary-lane theatre, there happened a di- 
viſion among the actors of the theatre at 
Dublin, which occaſioned a ſeparation of 
that company: one of the principal per- 
formers, with a few under-ſtrappers, as 
guards, omſſengers, enden an. can. 
Linda 7 ng as their e were wo 
high, and their qualifications fo low, it is 
worth while to give an account of both. 
Their demands were comprehended in 2 
few terms, namely, a diſmiſſion of the 
then principal actors of Sir Richard's 
troop, and an admiſſion of theſe gentry in- 
to their parts. This demand was made in 


form to the knight by Mr. W. Povey, 
the captain of their band. Sir Richard 


was a man of infinite humour, but little 
F er 
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temper; and when Will. Poney propoſed” 
the turning off his old comedians, he fell 
into a violent rage, and kicked his hat 
about with all the huffing majeſty of a 
theatrical monarch, When he grew a lit- 
tle calmer, he deſired a review of thoſe 
notable gentlemen who were to be em- 
ployed in his ſervice, Mr. Poney imme- 
diately produced them, in order to ſnew 
their qualifications. The firſt he called 
was one John Limekiln, who having no 
promiſing aſpect, Pray, Mr. Poney,” 
laid the knight, what parts may this gen- 


tleman have been uſed to act? I cannot 


ſay he is what you call a good figure for 
© the ſtage : I dare ſwear you never let him 
appear in comedy.” * No, Sir, no,” ſaid ' 
Mr. Poney; we always uſed him for 
the murderer. He ſhone particularly in 
i the whiſper, where the fellow tells Mac- 
ebech he hath diſpatched Banquo: we 
* once tried him for chairman in the Com- 
' mittee, or F * Iriſhman, but I muſt 
e, 
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bon he made a ſorry figure there, and could 


I not go through with the part; but what 
] would recommend him to your honour MI 
for, is prompter, or what'in Ireland we | 
call remembrancer. Here the next, Si- | 
mon Shadow. Pray, Maſter Shadow! Ml 
ſaid Richard, what is your province? 
« Alack, Sir,” replied be, I was by trade MW * 

* alinen-draper z but thinking I had talents 
for the ſtage, I entered into the company, | 
and was employed as a woman's taylor. 
I would not act indeed myſelf, but I uſed MI © 
to ſwear Mr. Poney ſpoke like an angel, MI 
for which, Sir, he got me a regular ſala- ? 
*ry.* Pho, ſaid the knight peeviſhly, b 
© muſt I take a fellow for an actor, becauſe x 
he ſaid another acted well? Come, Sir, 8 
your next.“ Here, Mr. Jeffery Hill, " 
come pech: * And what can he at! Ml " 
ſaid the knight? Any part, Sir,” ſaid th 
Mr. Poney, that does not require ſpeak- 
ing. Here, Peter Bullcalf, where are 


vou t. Fegr: e forth with his 
ee tongue 
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tongue. out of his mouth, but without 
ſpeaking a ſyllable. «© Well, Mr. Bullcalf,“ 
ſaid Sir Richard, * are you as complete an 
actor as the laſt gentleman ? What can 
© you do?* Bullcalf rolled his tongue 


about, ſputtered out a plentiful quantity 


of dew, and then roared. *©* Zounds !? 
faid the knight, what part do you call 
* this, Mr. Poney?' *« Sir,” replied he, 
dhe is a young beginner, and never per- 
formed any thing but the monſter in 


© Perſeus and Andromeda.“ An excel 


* lent troop of comedians truly; ſaid Sir 
Richard: © but pray, Sir, are your women 
* all as ſilent as the reſt of your company? 


let us ſee them.” Mr. Poney ſtepped out, 


and returned with four old fellows, dreſſed 
with blue aprons and black hats, and 
the firſt with a long muſlin night-rail. 
* Heyday !* quoth the knight, are theſe 
* the ladies?“ Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Poney, they 
* ſupply the places of women. Theſe are 
* tour gentlemen who are famous for per- 

„ fe 
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forming the witches in Macbeth. The 
_ © firſt, Sir, is Mr. Samuel Mouldy. Let. 
me recommend this gentleman to you for 
a top actreſs: take off his night- trail and 
new dreſs him, and he ſhall play Lady 
Betty Modiſh, Lady Townly, or any 
other genteel part with the firſt woman 
in your company. Theſe other three 
Aare, Mr. John Ruſhlight, Mr. Francis 
»Feeble, and Mr. Thomas Wart: the 
latter is particularly excellent at dumb- 
© ſhow.” But pray,” ſaid Sir Richard, 
have you no real women at all in your 
* troop? Nothing but theſe equivocal per- 
< ſonages?* A real woman! yes, Sir, 
that 1 have, as real a woman, I believe, 
. as ever was produced upon the ſtage; 1 
© woman, Sir, that can out-do her own 
_ © out-doings. Sir, ſhe has as real a voice 
as real action, as real paſſion, as any 
© woman of them all. In ſhort, Sir, you 


I * ſhall ſee Nr. Here, my dear, come 
4 Oh AE] OR forth 
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* forth like raving Nourmahal in Aureng- 
gebe, when they tell the Sultan, 


„ The empreſ: has the anti-chamber paſt, 
And hither moves in moſt diſorder'd haſte ; 


ler looks the ſtormy marks of anger wear.” 


There is a real woman for you: I am 


« ſure I have found her ſo.” * Pray, ſaid 


the knight, calmly, * what may Mrs. 
« Poney's particular turn be ?? Sir, ſaid 


her ſpouſe, *© the firſt part ſhe played was 
Columbine in a farce ; but of late years, 


Sir, ſhe has attempted, with great ſuc- | 
* ceſs, the firſt parts in tragedy. She par- 
* ticularly ſhines in Lady Macbeth, Lady 


* Wronghead, and Lady Loverule in the 


Devil to Pay. Thus, Sir, you have ſeen 
my troop, and believe me, they will 


make you the richeſt man in Europe, oY 


you will but employ them inſtead of 
* thoſe blundering fellows you have al- 


ready.“ That I much doubt,” ſaid Sir 


Richard; * but pray, Mr. Poney, why did 


not you m_ over ſome of your chief 


5 „ actors 


| 2 „ = 3 


0 
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actors with you? we have heard extra 
ordinary characters of ſeveral of them, 
which, no doubt, they deſerve.” * Why, 
Sir, becauſe they are all d—d Jaco- 


bites : they are all detected for Jacobites.“ 


I fancy,” replied the knight, you would 
ſay convicted; I ſuppoſe they drank the 


Pretender's health, and were tried for it. 


No, no, Sir, no ſuch thing: it was I de- 


tected them.” Why pray, Mr. Poney, 


how came you to know they, were Jaco- 
bites Ps: How, Sir !-why I was at the 


head of them for fifteen years, and it is 
d—d hard if I don't know whether a 


man is a Jacobite, when every thing he 
has ſaid and done, during all that time, 


was by my direction. But beſides, Sir, 
if they would have had a little patience, 
I would have provided for them all; but 
the raſcals would all be taken care of in 
eight days.“ That is,” replied Sir Ri- 
chard I ſuppoſe in theſe eight days you laid 
out all the beſt parts for theſe gentlemen 


c here, 


LET 
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© here, who have the honour. to be your 
favourites; and who, it ſeems, mult be 
my actors, becauſe they are your tools. 
But come, Mr. Poney, pray let me have 
a ſample of your own abilities; a ſpeech 
that correſponds with your own genius 
the beſt}? ou which, Mr. Nin be- 
8 Ke 

* Obey'd as Lo: by thy RI be, 
« But know that I alone am king of me!! 
am as free as nature firſt made man, ! 


* a «=. * 


Lad 


Ere the baſe laws of ſervitude began, 
4 When wild in woods the noble age ran. Fo 


T his he vomited out with the utmoſt con- 
vulſions of rant and fury, As I take it, 
ſaid the knight, that is Almanzor, the 
* frantic hero in the Conqueſt of Granada.“ 

True, replied Mr. Poney ; it was my 
top part. It might have pleaſed in 
© Ireland,” ſaid Sir Richard; but it will 
not do the buſineſs here. Be ſo good to 

 * favour me with a few lines out of ſome 

5 N play, Mr. Poney.“ 


. Thou 
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* Thou wantꝰſt them both, or n oy would · l 

i, © Than to let faQtions i in 05 kingdom grow.” . 

& 1 believe you forgot,” interrupted the 
knight, that this is the ſame play: I 
< begged you to repeat me ſome lines out 
of another.“ Mr. r then repeated 
<* the following lines: 

« My fate is fix d ſo far above thy crown, 
<6 That all thy men 
e pil'd on thy back can never PET it . 

6 But at my eaſe thy deſtiny I ſend, 

« By ceaſing from this hour to be thy friend. 

% Thou can'ſt no title to my duty bring— 
«© Pm not thy ſubject, and my ſoul's thy beg. 
Farewell when I am gone, 
There's not a ſtar of thine dare ſtay with PEE 

« ]']1 whiſtle thy tame fortune after me. 


What are ten thouſand ſubjects ſuch as they ? - 
If I am ſcorn'd—T'll take myſelf away.” 


Sir Richard had ſcarce patience to hear him 
through his rhapſody; but Mr. Poney had 
worked himſelf up, and there was no ſtop- 
ping him. Since, Sir,” ſaid he, you 
5 can think of no part but Almanzor's, 
"£08 


t 
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let me put you in mind of one or two, 
» which take mightily on our ſtage, and 
without knowing which, a man cannot 
be a principal performer here. Pray let 


* me hear how you would ſpeak thoſe 


lines in Tamerlane that begin * Well 


« was it for the world.” * Nr. een chen 
went on: 23 


When on their borders neighbouring princes met 
“ Frequent in friendly parle, by cool debates 
«« Preventing waſteful war—but from Madrid, 
« Accept, great king, to-morrow from my hand, 
The captive head of conquer'd Ferdinand.” 


„Alas l' cried the knight, Why Mr, Po- 
f 2 you are running back into Alman- 


: you cannot keep to the point for 
n lines together; pray try what you 


can do with Cato's fine ſpeech in the 


he eginning of the laſt ack.“ | Mr. Poney | 
compoſed himſelf, and began: | 
It muſt be ſo —Plato, thou reaſon'ſt well 


„The word which 1 have auen ſhall ſtand like 
„ late, 8 


4 Not like the g that weathercock i he. . 
1 SR... * He 
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1 He ſtands ſo high, with ſo unfix'd a mind 


| &« Two factions turn him with each blaſt of 3 
| 15 But now he ſhall! not veer my word i 1s paſt, 


Sin 13. take his heart 197 th“ roots, and ve him 


ö Zoundsl aid sir Rickard, 21 en no 
patience with this eternal Almanzor: 
I won't trouble you to rehearſe any more 
of him, but will tell you a ſtory, which 
your being able to act nothing but a 
ranting hero brings to my mind: A 
certain good-natured gentleman received 
a letter from a friend of his, to recom- 
mend the bearer, who was a painter, to 
his protection, and begged he would em- 
© ploy him. The gentleman had lately fit- 
2 up a+ new hall, and wanted a large 
piece to fill one end of it. He told the 
painter he ſhould draw him a picture for 
it; „and,“ * faid he,” © you ſhall chooſe 
e the ſubject yourſelf : what ſhall it be?” 
"I After heſitating a moment, * What 
2 * think you of the] udgmentof Solomon?” 


FEY „ : © replied 


— 
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* replied the painter. Why aye,” *faid 
the gentleman, © it will admit a good 
« many figures and decorations : I don't 
« care if it is.“ He then carried the 
painter into a cloſet: And here,“ ſaid 
he, I want a ſmall picture for the 
„ chimney- piece: what ſtory would make 
« a pleaſant little piece?“ The artift 
© ſeemed to conſider a little, and then, 
_ © ſcratching his head, with great taſte re- 
© plied, © Why ſuppoſe you have a little 
Judgment of Solomon.“ Fhe gentle- 
3 man ſtarted; but being of an eaſy, com- 
] _ © plying temper, thought that it would be 
well enough to have the ſame ſtory told 
A iin large and in little; and fo gave his 
: conſent: but not thinking that he ſtill 
p found work enough for his friend's 
r « painterz he bethought himſelf of a ſum- 
e *© mer-houſe, where he ſometimes drank a 
chearful bottle, the ceiling of which was 
out of repair: he carried the painter 
* thither, and faid, I ſhould like ſome 


Say 


PE 
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gay little hiſtory painted here: can you 
c think of none that would be proper for 

* ſuch a ſort of room? © Oh, yes, Sir,” 
© ſaid he,” there is not a cleverer ſtory 
for the purpoſe than the Judgment of 
Solomon.“ Here the poor gentleman 
loſt all patience, and kicked the raſcally 
< pretender out of doors, who had juſt 
learned to draw one ſubject, and: was fit 
5 "0p 1 on in the en ie 


te RI) 10 ah ads ew of the alen 


Mr. Hogarth's life, that a nobleman came 

to him to fit for his picture, who was un- 
commonly ugly and deformed; -: It was 
executed, after the neceſſary fittings, with 
a {kill that did honour to the artiſt's abi- 
lities; but the likeneſs was rigidly obſerv- 
ed, without the neceflary attention to com- 
pliment and flattery. The peer, diſguſted 
at this counterpart of his dear perſon, ne- 


ver once thought of ſending for a reflec- 


den that could wy inſult him with his 


infirmi 
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infirmities, for deformities he never per- 
ceived. Some time was ſuffered to elapſe 
before the artiſt applied for his money; 
but, after various applications were made 
by him (for then he had no need of a 
banker) for the payment for the picture, 
as many evaſive anſwers were returned to 
theſe applications, the painter, however, 
at laſt hit upon an expedient, which he 
knew muſt alarm the nobleman's pride, 
and on that account anſwer his purpoſe: 
it was couched in the following card: 
Mr. Hogarth's dutiful reſpects to 
© Lord —, finding that he does not 
* mean to have the picture, which was 
© drawn for him, he is informed again of 
Mr. H.'s neceſſity for the money : if 
therefore, his lordſhip does not ſend for 
it in three days, it will be diſpoſed of, 
with the addition of a tail, and ſome 
other little appendages, to a Mr. Hare, 
the famous wild-beaſt- man, Mr. Hogarth 
Ty | nn that mana a condi- 
an, tional 


ED * 
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tional promiſe of it for an exhibition- 

picture, on his lordſhip's refuſal.” | 
It had the deſired effect: the picture 


was ſent for home, and committed to—the 
fire! 


FF 1 the reign of that unfortunate mo- 
narch, whoſe abdication put a period to 
the regal honors of the houſe of Stuart, 
doctor Wallis was then dean of Waterford, 
in Ireland; and, during the troubles of that 
unhappy country at that period, ſuffered 
greatly in his private fortune, from his 
ſtrong attachment to the Proteſtant faith. 
After peace was reſtored, and our religion 


firmly eſtabliſned by the acceſſion of king p 
William, Wallis was preſented to the WW .. 
court of London, as a gentleman who had WW 1 


well merited the royal patronage: the king W | 

had before heard the ſtory of his ſufferings, 

and therefore immediately turning to the I, 

dean, deſired him to chooſe any church- J 

preferment then vacant, Wallis (with all WJ ,. 
the 
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the modeſty incident to men of real worth), g 
after a due acknowlegement of the royal 
favour, requeſted the. deanery of Derry, 


* How !* replied the king, in a tranſport 


of ſurprize,..* aſk the deanery when you 


* muſt know the biſhoprick of that very 
place is alſo vacant!' True, my liege, 
replied Wallis, I do know it, but could 
not in honeſty demand ſo great a bene- 


2 « nefice,. conſcious there are many other 


« gentlemen who have ſuffered more than 
* myſelf, and deſeryed better at your ma- 
jeſty's hands: I therefore preſume to re- 
+ peat my former requeſt.“ It is needleſs 
to add his requeſt was granted. They 
parted: the dean highly ſatisfied with his 
viſit, and the king aſtoniſhed at the noble 
inſtance of diſintereſtedueſs he had juſt 
been a witneſs of. What a mind did this 
man poſſeſs !' How praiſeworthy ! How 
laudable an example to his cloth! How 
different from the greedy pluralities of 


this age ! Ho-] many. of our. dignified 


ons 


* 
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clergy can lay their hands upon theit 
hearts, and __ with the dean 'of Dany, 
* Iam t fy 
Aa hs the Carat Lats! of 
Hexham, which ended in the defeat of 
Henry VI. his ſon and queen (the illuſtri- 
ous Margaret of Anjou, of whom the 
Abbe Provoſt has given us 0 entertaining 
a hiſtory), afraid of truſting to any per- 
ſon's fidelity, fled for refuge into woods 
and deſarts, where they ſuffered all the 
extremity of diſtreſs, till at length they 
were rifled by robbers, Who would, in all 
probability, have deprived them of their 
lives as well as of their apparel and effects, 
had not the thieves quarrelled about the 
booty, and, attacking one another, afforded 
an opportunity for the royal priſoners to 


make their eſcape. They had not pro- 
ceeded far, when they were met by another 


ruffian, who approached them with a drawn 
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on this occaſion, Margaret exhibited a re- 
\ MW markable proof of preſence of mind and 
reſolution, Taking her fon by the hand, 

and aſſuming an air of confidence and ma- 
f WW jcſty, © There friend,” ſaid ſhe, * ſave my 
f Wl + fon, the fon of good king Henry.” The 
- W robber was ſtruck with the dignity, and 
e beauty of her perſon, as well as with the 
8 nature of her addreſs. He happened to 
de one of thoſe who had been outlawed 
8 for adhering to the cauſe of her huſband. 
e His ſavage heart was melted into compaſ- 
y Wl fion at the ſight of his queen and prince 
in ſuch deplorable diſtreſs. He comforted | 
it MW them with aſſurances of fidelity and pro- 
8, tection; and carefully conducted them to 
1e a village near the ſea ſide, where they 
d found an opportunity of embarking in a 
to Ml vellel 1 Flanders. 


5 ne Mo — U do. mai. md. — ¶ Ara rn no en —_— — — - 
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er The ang earl of Lauderdale was one 
vn day walking through the woods of his fine 
ct. feat at Hatton, where he diſcovered a man 
In BY „ 
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with a fowling-piece in queſt. of game. 

The earl knew the man, and the man knew 
the earl. The earl reſolved to diſarm him, 
The man was determined not to be dil. 


armed. As each party was perfectly well 


acquainted with the rank of the other, 
there could be no miſtake. My lord called 
to the man, Sir, how dare you ſhoot in 
my grounds? Give me your gun.“ The 
man anſwered, My lord, I will not give 
© my gun. *Sir, ſaid my lord, J wil 
© take it from you then.” The man, who 
was an old ſoldier, replied, , with: a noble 
_ frmneſs, * My lord, your lordſhip may at- 
< tempt to diſgrace me, but by G- I wil 
| © ſhoot you before I ſuffer it.” The earl 

looked ſteadfaſtly at the man's eyes, and 
ſaw him determined in his purpoſe. Struck 
with the grandeur of the man's ſoul, bis 
lordſhip put his hand in his pocket, pulled 


out ſome ſilver, © Here, take this; you're: 


© a brave fellow !! The man, whoſe ſent 
bility was awakened by the earl's generoli- 
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ty, burſt into tears, and threw down his 
guns ſaying, © Yourlordſhip may do what 

you pleaſe | ”: My lord Lauderdale de- 
fired the man to take up his gun and the 
filver, and only begged that he would not 
again ſhoot without licence in his | lord- : 
ſhip's aire N e m0 1 

„ l 


The i of Cheſterfield; a cele- 


© Wl brated beauty, and the greateſt coquet of 
© Wl the gay court of Charles II. was beloved 
l by the duke of York, and not leſs by count 
0 Hamilton. Neglected at firſt by her huſ- 
5 band, who, rouzed by the attentions of 


others to his fair ſpouſe, became too late 
enamoured with her charms. At length, 
a mutual jealouſy ſeized the lady, and her 
lover Hamilton: he, in the frenzy of re- 
venge, perſuaded the earl to carry her 
from the ſcene of gallantry, to paſs her 


Derbyſhire. She diſcovered the treachery 
of her lover, but contrived | to inveigle 


Chriſtmas at his ſeat {Bredby-hall}, in 


him 5 


him to viſit her in her retreat, through all 


the real inconveniences of bad roads, dread- 
ful weather, and dark nights, with the ad- 
- ditional terrors of imaginary precipices and 
bogs, which ſhe had painted in her billet, 
to add to the miſery of his journey. A 
bad cottage was provided for his conceal- 
ment, a falſe confidant brought him at mid- 
night into a cold paſſage, under promiſe 
of an interview: he remained there till the 
day approached ; the night began with 
rain, and ended with froſt : he Was caſed 
with 1 ice, perhaps camplaining, 
| Me tuo longos pereunte notes, 
| Lydia, dormis: 
is quitted his ſtation in deſpair ; retired to 
his cabin, was terrified with the news of 
lord Cheſterfield being at home; was alarm- 
ed with the ſound of the hounds, and the 
earl enjoying the pleaſures of the chace; 
peeped out, and found the country beautiful, 
and neither bog nor precipice: in a word, 
5 returned to London the next * the ri- 
dicule 
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dicule of the Bay. e andi his my 
court, 


The late admiral Holbourne was not 
„wwore diſtinguiſhed for a brave and ſkilful 
0 commander than for the ſeverity of diſci- 
8 plin, the roughneſs. of his manners, and 
. uc peculiarity- of his temper, which the 
e following anecdote may ſerve to illuſtrate: 
e On being appointed in the late war to the. 
command of the fleet ſtationed at Portſ- 
d mouth, when he went down to attend his 
poſt for the firſt time, the youngeſt lieu- 
tenant on the board the Royal Ann (the 
ſhip on which he was to hoiſt his flag) 
was appointed his day- officer, to receive 
his orders every morning. The lieutenant, 
having never ſeen the admiral, was going 
the firſt morning to attend him on ſhore, 
and in his way met him, dreſſed in an 
old brown coat, ſhabby hat, without a 
cockade, or any enſign of his rank or pro-—- 
feſſion. T he admiral accoſted him with, 
1 8 Where : 
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Where the d——1 are you going ?? The 
young officer eyeing him over, thought a 
contemptuous look was a ſufficient reply, 
and walked en. Hark you, Sir, I ſay; 
dn your blood, what buſineſs are 


you going about?” Nettled at a repe- 


tition of ſſuch (aparently) inſolent imper- 
tinence, the lieutenant returned, brandiſh. 
ed his cane over the admiral's head, and 
ſwore that nothing but his age and con- 
temptible appearance ſaved him from the 
chaſtiſement his inſolence deſerved, and 
that, if he ever preſumed to acoſt him in 
the ſame manner again, he would confider 
neither. Nothing more paſſed : they 
parted. The lieutenant purſued his walk, 
and the admiral his. Upon enquiry at the 
admiral's houſe, he was informed he was 
out, but deſired to fit down till his return, 


which was not many minutes afterwards. 


His ſituation may more eaſily be imagin- 


ed than deſcribed on ſeeing the -admiral 
the perſon he bad ſo lately -encountered. 


'The 
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The admiral perceived his embarraſſment, 
avoided the leaſt hint of the affair, enter- 


ed into familiar converſe with him, and 


afterwards teſtified his regard for him, by | 


uſing his intereſt in getting him promoted 
F to the nen of a Sow in 888 e royal wy 


In the year 189 7, in E reign of Hagt 
Chaban Dey, a Greek merchant, who re- 
ſided at Algiers, uſed, almoſt every year, to 
make a voyage to Tunis or Egpyt, retail- 
th his cargo. A countryman of his dy- 

„left him his executor; and, among 
ah pious legacies, a certain Tok for cha- 
ritable uſes. . One day the merchant, 
paſſing by a Moor who was ſitting 
upon a piece of a mat, lame and al- 
moſt blind, aſked charity of the merchant. 
He was the more inclined to give, becauſe 
of his induſtry in making thread laces, be- 
ing incapable of other work. He drop- 
ped him his handful of afpers; which un- 
uſual ſight ſo tranſported the beggar, that 

Vor. II. | = he 
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he followed the merchant upon his crutch- 


es, calling upon Heaven to ſhower down 

its bleſſings upon him. He told all he 
met with, how exceedingly bountiful that 
_ Chriſtian had been to him, for the love of 


God; at which they were ſo pleaſed, that 


they all joined in his commendations, 


ſaying, That is an excellent perſon indeed; 
his charity extends beyond his ſect. The 
| beggar did not leave following his bene- 
factor, till he diſcovered his houſe, and 
afterwards took poſt in a place where the 
merchant muſt daily paſs by him. Next 
day the Moor begged his charity, and the 
Greek repeated it, which gained him 
great reputation, and a crowd of cuſto- 
mers. The Mahometan prieſts were not 
wanting to cry up the reward which God 


had given to this charitable Greek ; who, | 


finding the ſweets of a charity which coſt 


| him nothing, continued his daily beneyo- 
lence till the time of his departure for 


Egypt. The Wan Nil kept his poſt; 
but 


ut 
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but miſſing his benefactor, he made en- 
quiry after him, and had the mortification 


to hear that he was out of the kingdom. 
When his clerk paſſed by, he uſed to lift 
up bis hands and pray for his maſter's 


happy return, which happened five or ſix 
months after. The beggar was overjoyed 
to ſee him; and when the merchant, i in re- 
turn for his compliments, was going to 


| beſtow his charity on him, declined it, 

ſaying, It was better to pay him all his ar- 

rears at once. The Greek told him, He 
did not know what he meaat by arrears. 

| To which the other replied, That he had 

been abſent near ſix months, and conſe- 
quently that there was about one hundred 


and cighty rials due. The Greek did not 


know whether the fellow's impudence de- 
ſerved molt to be laughed at, or chaſtiſed. 
| But the Moor laid his complaint before 
the dey, and the Greek merchant was ſent 
for to make his defence. The Moor al- 

Jedged, That the merchant had, for the 


SY Con- 


is tous AB ehor HN 


continudhce of * Whole month, daily giveh | 


Him a rial" (abdut xcþence) 7" that his 
charity had greatly incfeaſed his cvſtortiets, 


and been a fund of riches; and that as 


to himſelf, upon ſuch a daily income he 


was very glad to leave off working, which | 


Was very painful to him, having amo 


loſt his ſight; that the merchant went 


away without giving him the leaſt notice 
that his penſion was to ceaſe} that he had 


ſtill kept his poſt, praying to God for his 


return; beſides, by relying on his accuf- 


romed liberality, he had contracted ſome 
debts for his ſupport ; but, upon demand- 


ing his arrears, the merchant had laughed 
at him, and threatehed him, The Greek 
did not diſown the truth of the premifes'; 
but inſiſted, that alms being” a voluntary 


action, its continuance depended upon the 


will of the donor. After a diſcuffion” of 


the affair in council, the merchant Was 


condemned to pay the beggar a rial for 
every day ſince his departure, to the- day 
4 bw of 


bear he applied again, :conf 
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of, the deciſion, withgg Piaſter oper-and-, 
aboye, as a cpmpenfation,, for his fe- 


proaches ;. but withal empoyering him o 5 


declare that very inſtant, that it was his 
intention never 90 give him any more alms 
or gratuity; for the time to come. Tbis 
2 merchant many times proteſted, add. 

„That ſuch a ſentence would not be 


ener 1 


„ -:. # +3 


ſome, ley of its ARR buy defired = 


to wait, a little before he brought it out. 


His advice; was complied . with, and the 


next ſeaſon he was called, upon, agein for 
: his intereſt with. Mr. Rich, to have it per- 
formed; but Quin had the addreſs to ſatis- 
iy Mackliq a {e5qpd time, by eeepc 5 


1 


be grovings by: url Next 
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ceſs, but was aſtoniſhed at receiving the 

ſame anſwer as before. Unable now to 

contain himſelf, he aſked his patron pet- | 
tiſhly, How much longer he would have 
him wait? * Till the day of judgment, 

replied Quin, when ce 1 19 . play 
_ be FI whos morph g 


The chen of the Benbow „ farhily | 
to the firſt and ſecond Charles“ brought 
them ſo low, that colonel John Benbow 
| (notwithſtanding his eminent fervice to the 
royal caufe, particularly at the battle of 
Worceſter) was taken very little notice of 
after the Reſtoration, Before that event 
took place, he had lived ſome time private- 
ly in his own country; but when Charles 
was reſtored, he was far advanced years, 
and yet ſo much to ſeek for a livelihood, 
that he was glad to accept of a ſmall of- 
ce belonging to the ordnance in the Tower, 
- which juſt brought him in an income fuf- 
MINE to furniſh Rinifel and family with 
a 1 | neceſ- 
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geceſſaries. He was in this ſituation, when, 
a little before the break ing out of the firſt 
Dutch war, the king came to the Tower to 


examine the magazines. There his majeſty 


happened to caſt an eye on the old colo- 
nel, who had now been diſtinguiſhed for a 
fine head of grey hair for -twenty years. 
The king knew him at firſt ſight, and im- 
mediately came up and embraced him. 
My old friend colonel] Benbow ?? ſaid 
he; what do you here?“ © I have,” re- 
turned the colonel, ©* a place of fourſcore 

* pounds a year, in which I ſerve your 

* majeſty as chearfully as if it had 
brought me in four thouſand,” * Alas !? 
faid the king, is that all that could be 
done for an old friend at Worceſter ? 
Colonel Legge, bring this gentleman to 
me to-morrow, and I will provide for him 
and his family, as it becomes me.“ But, 
ſhort as the time was, the colonel did not 
live to receive, or even to claim, the ef- 
fects of this promiſe; for the ſenſe of the 


K 4 king's 


200 CURIOUS ANECDOT E S. 
king? s kindneſs to him is ſaid to have ſo 
overcome his ſpirits, that, ſitting down on 
a bench, he there breathed his laſt, before 
the King was well out of the Tower. 


, 'T he late Sir John Aſtley, member for 
Salop, was a remarkable cocker. About 
forty years ago, he fought. a ſingle battle 
for a thouſand guineas; during which, his 
c cock received a blow, which ſtaggered, 

and was ſuppoſed. by every one. preſent to 

have done for him; but the feeder imme- 
diately handled the cock, and ſet him 
againſt his antagoniſt, whom, wih one 
blow, he killed; after which, Nichols 
(the feeder) took up the conqueror, and 
kiſſed his rump. Sir John preſerved him 
as long; as he lived, and when he died 
erected a monument to him, on which, in 
'F baſs-relief, is to be ſeen Nichols, the 
feeder, kiſſing, his rump, on whom alſo 
be ſettled an annuity of fifty. pounds per 
nee., The monument is of marble, at 
«4 | 1 bis 


"7 
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The Spa niſh, hiſtorians relate à memor- 
able inſtance of honour, and regard to truth, 

A Spaniſh, . cavalier, in a ſudden quarrel, 
flew, A Moo riſh gentleman, and fled. * His 
pur ſyers ſpon loſt: fight of him, for he, had, 
unperceiyed, thrawn bimſelf over a, gar- 
den wall. , The owner, a Moor, h happen- 
ing to, he, in his garden, Was addreſſed, by 
bim wich wm ak. and imp loved conceal - 
ment. Eat this, aid the Mor (giv 
ing bim half a peach) you know you 

may confide in my protection. He then 
locked him up. in his garden Apartment, 
telling, hic, as ſoon as it was night, he 
would provide for his eſcape to A place of 
greater ſafety. The Moor then went into 
his houſe, where he had. ſcarge ſeated him- 
il, when, a great croud , with loud la- 
| mentations, came; to bis gate, bringing the | 

* 1 corpſe 
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corpſe of his ſon, who had juſt been 
killed by a Spaniard. When the firſt 
ſhock of ſurprize was a little over, he 
learned, from the deferiprion given, that the 


then in hi power. He mentioned this to 
no one; but, as ſoon as it Was dark, tetired 
to his garden, as if to grieve aloud, giving 
orders that none ſhould follow him. Then 
accoſting the Spaniard, he faid, * Chriſtian, 
the perſon you have killed is my fon ! his 
6 body is now in my houfe. You ought to 
7 ſuffer ; but you have eaten with me, and 
I have given you my faith, which muſt 
not be broken. He then led the aſtoniſn- 
ed Spaniard to his ſtables, and mounted 
him on one of his fleeteſt horſes, and faid, 
Ka Fly far, while the night can cover you: 
« you will be fafe in the morning. Lou 
are indeed guilty of my ſon's blood; 
but God is juſt and good, and, T thank 
1 him, T am innocent of your's ; and that 
« my faith given i is preſerved. nn, 
There 
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There have been fo many adventures 
and ſtories handed down to us of Charles II. 
and the earl of Rocheſter, which are ſo 
common and well known, that ſcarcely any 
have the air of novelty to recommend 
them. However, the following adventure, 
if not new, is but little known to the 
world, and is thus related: Rocheſter 
_ contrived, with one of-Charles's miſtreſſes, 
the following ſtratagem to cure that mo- 
narch of the nocturnal rambles to which 
he addicted himſelf. He agreed to go out 
one night with him to viſit a celebrated 
houſe of intrigue, where he told his ma- 
jeſty the fineſt women in England were to 
be found. The king made no ſcruple to 
aſſume his uſual diſguiſe and accompany, 
and while he was engaged with one of the 
ladies of pleaſure, who had been before 
_ inſtructed by Rocheſter how to behave, 
ſhe picked his pocket of his watch and 
all his money, which the king did not 
immediately _; Nether the people of 
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the houſe, nor the. girl herſelf, were made 
acquainted with the, quality of their viſi- 
tor, nor had the leaſt ſuſpicion Who he 
Was. When the intrigue was ended, the N 
King enguired for Rocheſter, but was told 
he had quitted the houſe, without taking 
leave: but he was thrown into ſtill greater 
embarraſſment, when, upon ſearching, his 
Pockets, in order Jo;dilcharge the reckon- 
Ing, he found his money gone. He was 
hen, reduced to the neceſſity of aſking the 
bawꝛd who kept the houſe to give him 
credit till to-morrow, as the gentleman 
who came in with him was not returned, 
ho wWas to have paid for both. The con- 
dequence of this requeſt was, he was abuſed 
and laughed at; and the old. woman told 
i That ſhe had often been ſerved ſuch 
dirty tricks, and would not permit him 
do ſtir till the reckoning was paid, and 
then called one of her bullies to take care 


of him. In this ridiculous diſtreſs, the 


| POOR of a . ſtood. the ſoyereign 
84A „ o 
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of three. kingdoms ] After much:alterca» 
tion, the king at Jaſt propoſed, that me 
ſhould: accept a ring, which he then took 
off his finger, in pledge for her money, 
which ſhe likewiſe refuſed, and told him, 
that, as ſhe was no judge of the value of the 
pledges. The king then deſired that a 
jeneller Wight be called ae his 9er 
0 —_—_ That the — * pa 
ble, as no jeweller could then be ſuppoſed 
to be out of bed. After much intreaty, 
his majeſty at laſt prevailed upon the 
baw d to let her bully knock up a je welle, 
and ſhew him, the xing; which, as ſoon as 
inſpected, he ſtood amazed, and 
enquired, with his eyes fixed! upon the fel- 
low, who he had got in his houſe? TO 
which he anſwered, A black-leoking, 
ugly ſon of a whore, ho had no money 

© Wh his pocket, and was obliged to pawn 
$ is ring. 1 The * the zewedier. 
218 
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1 ſo immenſely rich, that but one man 


in the nation could afford to wear it, and 


that one is the king. The jeweller, be- 


ing aſtoniſhed- at this accident, went out 
with the bully, in order to be fully ſatis- 
| Hed of fo extraordinary an affair; and as 
ſoon as he entered the room, he knew the 


king's features, notwithſtanding his dif. 


with the utmoſt reſpect, preſented the ring 
to his majeſty. The bawd and her bully, 
finding the extraordinary quality of their 


gueſt, were terrified and confounded, and 


_ aſked pardon moft ſubmiſſively on their 
knees. The king, in the beſt-natured 
manner, forgave them, and laughing, 
aſked, Whether the ring could not bear 
another bottle 2 


The amiable and philoſophical Mr. 
Locke was a warm and ſteady friend, 
and therefore felt a ſtrong indignation at 
any diſcovery of treachery, or inſincerity 

3 
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in thoſe in whom he had Cobfided. It 
is faid that a particular perſon, whoſe name 
is not mentioned, but with whom he had 
contracted an intimate friendſhip in the 
earlier part of his life, was afterwards dif. 
covered by him to be extremely baſe and 
treacherous. This falfe friend had not 
only taken every method privately of do- 
ing Mr. Locke whatever injury he could 
with thoſe with whom he was connected, 
but alſo went off with a large ſum of mo- 
ney that was his property, at a time when 
he knew it muſt involve him in conſidera- 
ble difficulties. Mr. Locke felt feverely 
for the perfidy of his friend, and was, to 
the laſt degree, ſurprized when informed of 
the various arts he had made ufe of to in- 
jure him. All intercourſe between them 
was now broken off, and for a long time 


he heard nothing of him, nor knew what ; 


became of him. But many years after, 
one morning, while he was at breakfaſt, 
at the time be was one of the lords of 
trade 


a eee aendern, 


— 2 ths my gf ae = 
Nr. Locke, with the policenels and ham; 
nity that were natural to him, immedi- 
ately, ordered, him [xp be Acmired 5, and 
found, to his-great; aſtoniſhment,.. his. old 
friend reduced, by a life gf cunning and 
extravagance, to the greateſt poverty and 
diſtreſs, and come to ſolicit his forgivenck, 
and implore bis aſſiftznge, . Mr. L,ogke 
looked. at him for ſome time, very, ſted- 
faſtly,. without: ſpeaking. a word. At 
length, taking out a fifty pound note, he 


5 preſented it to him with the following 


remarkable declaration: Though I ſin- 
cerely forgive your behayigur to me, get 
74 I muſt neyer put it in your power to in- 
jure me a ſecond time. „Take this, trifle, 
which I give; not as a mark. of my former 
. * friendſhip, but as a relief to your pre- 
4 ſent wants, and. conſign to the ſervice, gf 
8 BOWL 8 neceſſities, vithont recollecting 


70 how | 


2 ever r loft. 1 Lþ {one 5 81 


cho little you deſerve it. No reply! It 
is impoſſible to regain my good opinon k 


* for know, friendſhip once injured, is for 


T he (loving, 8 3 . 
of ſo great a man as the celebrated dwarf 
Jeffery Hudſon, we believe, will not be 
unentertaining to our readers. This lit- 
tle hero underwent a life of vaſt, variety. 


He was born the ſon, of a labourer, at 


Okcham, in 1619; at the age of ſeven he 


was not, eighteen, inches high; ar which 


time he was taken into che family of the 
duke of Buckingham, at Burleigh on the 


Hill, and had there the honour of being 


ſerved up to table in a cold pye, to ſurprizs 


the court, then on a progreſs. On the 


marriage of Charles I. he was promoted 
to the ſervice of Henrietta; and was even 
ſo far truſted as to be ſent to France, to 
bring over her majeſty's midwife. In his 
pallage he was taken by a pirate, and car- 

e : ried 
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ied” into Dunkirk: His captivity gave 
rife to the Jeoffreidos, a poem by Sir Wil- 
liam Davenant, on his duel in that part 

with a turkey- cock. His diminutive ſize 

did not prevent his acting in a military 

capacity; for, during the civil wars, he 
ferved as captain of horſe. - In following 
the fortunes of his miſtrefs into France, 
he unluckily engaged in a quarrel with 

Mr. Crofts, who came into the field armed 
only with a ſquirt: a ſecond meeting was 

appointed on horſeback, when Jeffery 
killed his antagoniſt at the firſt hot. For 

this he was expelled the court, which ſent 
him to ſea, when he was again captive 
to a Turkiſh rover, and ſold into Barbary. 

On his releaſe he was made a captain in 

the royal navy; and, on the final retreat of 

Henrietta, attended her to France, and re- 
mained there till the Reſtoration. In 1682, 
this little creature was made of that im- 

portance as to be ſuppoſed to be concerned 

in the popiſh plot, and was committed to 

4 1 the 
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the Gate-houſe, where he ended his le 
at the age of fixty- three, paſſed with all 
the conſequential . _ A Kore comer 
hero. 8 
| One major John Davies, of the foot- 
gu ards, a true ancient Briton, a man very 
nice and tenacious of his honour, as in- 
_ deed moſt of the Welch are, when one 
day at dinner, with a large company, at a 
tavern, a gentleman jocularly in diſcourſe 
© ſaid, Ah! major! major! you till love ro 
ride the forechorſe: alluding to his defire 
of being foremoſt in all parties of pleaſure. 
Major Davies immediately changed co- 
lour, and took the earlieſt opportunity of 
calling his friend aſide, and demanding 
ſatisfaction: The latter aſked for what ? 
The major made no reply, but by drawing 
his ſword, © They fought, and the major 
was ſoon diſarmed. Now Jack,“ ſaid his 
friend, pray tell me What we fought 
8 W 2 Ab, gen ' replied the major, 
-P way 5 
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* why; did you reproach, me with. having 
* been a poſtilion. It is true I was one; 


< but. by Nhat, means did you Know it? 
and when did you know it? Why would 


you hint it to the company, by ſaying, 
I bat I, ſtill loveg te ride the fore-horſe? 


The gentleman proteſted .bi LY Ignorance of | 


5 che fact, and conſequently bis .innocepee 
of intending any affront. The two friends 

ſere immediately re-unized as ſtrongly as 
before; and che major ęæver efrerwards. was 
Particularly cautious how he diſcovered. his 
original, or blindly nes the Py of 
os ABR: ar ebene ce SiS 


+. When Ds, Saqayel J 3 e young 
wen, he had very little celebrity as; a 


vriter, and therefore was under the neceſ- 


lity of drugging for a ſubſiſtencę at com- 
piling and tranſiating; 2 Work the mo 
diſmal to a man of any fancyf 48.05 ge- 


quires, little more than ſimple, perception | 


and, ene, 5 mapeweiet no reſtraints 
| which 
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Which dullneſs ithpoſecd could ſo entirely = 


check the ackivity of his mind, as to pre- 


vent his ſeizing every opportunity of 
treaſuring up fieſh kn 


wleage. Some 1 
particular and favourite chain of thinking 


occupied his mind for three or four days 


together, during which ſpace he did no- 
thing but read and meditate. The mer- 


cenary retailer of genius who employed 


| him, was ſtark mad at his ſtupidity and 


idleneſs, as he termed it; however, he 
was deterred for fome' gate from repret 
hending him, either from his gigantic 
ſtature, or the welbknown iraſcibility of 
his temper.* But human nature is weak, 
and the voice of intereſt can ſometimes : 
make even a coward brave. At laſt, the 
bookſeller ſummoned up reſolution” to 
ſpeak to him, which he did, one-day as he 
was reading in his ſhop, much Ae, fol. 
lowing manner: b 

* 'Sbtood ! Mr. ehe what's "RY 
e of this I am ſurprized you 
1 would 
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« would treat a perſon, who has behaved 


* ſo liberal to you, as 1 have. in this man- 
ner! Here are three days now, and you 


„ 


have done nothing upon the face of 


God's earth, but mope about and read, 
never conſidering, like a prudent man, 
vhat you might have earned in the mean 
time.“ The word earned touched the 


very key of diſcord in the doctor's mind. 
Earned, you r——] ! he reiterated ; 

then ſeizing a huge folio, he threw it at 
poor Title-page's head, which fortunately 


was. ſo fortified in profeſſional thickneſs, 


that it eſcaped with a flight contuſion in 
the forchead, and a black eye. 


When the low Mr. e was on his 
Ps through France, being one day at 


Verſailles, he fell in company with count 


x de B——, who, in the courſe of converſa- 
tion (which turned chiefly. upon national 
characters), aſked/him, How he liked the 


| French? Þ he reader way ſuppoſe that, 
after 


3. 


„„ „ „ 
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after ſo obliging a proof of courteſy, he 


could not be at a loſs to ſay ſomething 


| handſome. to the inquiry. Mais paſſc, 


pour cela.“ Speak frankly,“ ſaid the 
count; do you find all the urbanity in 
the French which the world give us the 


* honour of ?? © I had found every thing,” 
rephed Yorick, which confirmed it.” 


Vraiment, ſaid the Frenchman, 6 = 
Francois dont polis.“ To an excels : 1 
returned Sterne. I he count took notice 
of the word excels ; and would have it 
the other meant more than he ſaid, who 
defended himſelf a long time as well as 
he could againſt it. The former inſiſted 
he had a reſerve, and deſired he would 
ſpeak frankly. I believe, Monſieur le 

* Count,” ſaid Sterne, that man has a cer- 
* tain compals, as well as an inſtrument ; 
and that the ſocial and other calls have 
© occaſion by turns for every key in him; 

* ſo that if you begin a note too high, 
or too low, there muſt be a want either 

I | | DA 


deſired him (Mr. Sterne) to explain it ſome 


(count, continued Mr. Sterne, © makes 


« 
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* 


in the upper or under part, to fill up 


the ſyſtem of harmony. The count de 
B, did not underſtand muſic, ſo 


other wart A poliſhed nation, my dear 


0 


c 


every one its debtor ; and beſides urba- 


nity itſelf, like the fair ſex, has ſo many 
charms, it goes againſt the heart to ſay 
it can do ilt: and yet, J believe, there 


is but a certain line of perfection that 


man, take him altogether, is impowered 
to arrive at; if he gets beyond, he ra- 
ther exchanges qualities than gets them. 


I muſt not preſume to ſay, how far this 
has affected the French in the ſubject we 


are ſpeaking off; but ſhould it ever be 
the caſe of the Engliſh, in the progreſs 


of their reſentments, to arrive at the ſame 


poliſh which diſtinguiſhes the French, if 
we did not loſe the politeſſe decœur, which 
inclines men more to humane actions 
than; courteous ones, we ſhould ar leaſt 


6 * loſe 


| William's ſhillings, as ſmooth as glaſs, 


le County ſaid he, riſing up, and lay ing : 


for ſeventy years together, in one body's” 
pocket or another's, they are become ſo 
much alike: you can ſcarce diſtinguiſh 


the legend is ſo-viſible, that; at the firſt 
© look, you: ſee whioſe* image and fuper- 
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loſe that diſtinct variety and originality 
of character which diſtinguiſhes them 
not only from each other, but from all 
the world beſides.” Sterne had a few king 


-© * * 


in his poeket; and, foreſeeing they would 

be of uſe in the illuſtration of his hypo- 
theſis, had got them into his hand, when 
he had proceeded ſo far: See, Monſleur 


them before him upon the table, by 
jingling and rubbing one againſt another 


* one ſhilling from another. The Eng- 
* liſh, like ancient medals, kept more a- 
part, and'paſſing but few peoples” hands, 

« preſerve the firſt ſharpneſſes which the 
fine hand of nature has given them; they 

* are not ſo pleaſant to feel, but, in return, 


* 
* 


You II. 5 ſcription 


24 
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< ſcription they bear. But the French, 
© Monſieur le Count,” added. Sterne, wiſh- 
ing to ſoften what he had ſaid, have fo 
many excellencies, they can the better 
* ſpare this : : they are a loyal, a gallant, 
« ' generous, an ingenious, and good-tem- = 
« pered people as is under Heaven; if 
they have a fault they are too ſerious.” 
Mon Dieu l' cried the Count, raifing out 
of his chair. Mais vous plaiſantez, 
ſaid he, correcting his exclamation. Sterne 
laid his hand upon his breaſt, and, with 
earneſt gravity, aſſured him, it was his ſet- 
tled opinion. Here the converſation end- 
ed, the Count being engaged 1 to 80 to 
dine with the duc de . 


"Thins 3 afterwards earl of 
Eſſex, when a youth, during his travels 
in foreign parts, happened to be at Flo- 
| rence, in a moſt deſtitute condition, and 
in want of the common neceſſaries of life. 
In this deplorable ſituation he was taken 

| notice 
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notice of by an Italian merchant, who 


frequently traded with England, and 
whoſe name was Francis Freſcobald. This 


merchant, after enquiring into the particu- 


lars of young Cromwell's ſtory, being 


pleaſed with his air and manners, took 
| him into his houſe, and kindly entertained 


him; and, at his departure, furniſhed him 


with a horſe, and new cloaths, and fix- 
teen ducats of gold, in order to carry him 


again into his own country. It happened 


that, many years after, when Cromwell 
was prime miniſter to Henry VIII. this 
merchant, who, in conſequence of many 
loſſes in trade, was become very poor, 
came over into England, in order to re- 


cover a conſiderable ſum of money which 
was due to him. During his reſidence in 


London, for this purpen Lord Crom- 
well being one day riding towards court, 
accidentally caſt his eyes upon Freſcobald, 
who happened to be paſſing through the 
ſtreet. The merchant had entirely for- 


. gotten 
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gotten the perſon of Cromwell, and was 


_ altogether unacquainted with his advance- 


ment; but the grateful Cromwell, recog- 


' nizing the features of his old benefactor, 


regardleſs of the ſpectators, and to the 
great ſurprize of his attendants, haſtily 
alighted from his horſe, and very affection- 


ately embraced him, After ſome conver- | 
ſation in the ſtreet, Lord Cromwell, who 
was then obliged to go to court, aſſuring 
the merchant of his friendſhip, and of his 
grateful ſenſe of his obligations to him, 


inſiſted upon his coming that day to dine 
with him at his houſe. He accordingly 


did ſo, and at dinner lord Cromwell re- 
lated to the lord high admiral, and other 


perſons of rank who were preſent, the 
friendſhip which had been formerly ſhewn 


him by Freſcobald : and all the time the 
merchant continued in England, lord 


Cromwell lodged and entertained him in 


his own houle: he alſo gave him ſixteen 


hundred ducats, in return for the ſixteen 
Ss: 335 which 
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Which he received of him at Florence; 
and he exerted himſelf ſo warmly in his 
behalf, that F reſcobald, by his means, ſoon 
recovered the money which; was due to 
him! in e ä | 


. Robert Cecil (ierten al of I 
liſbury), prime miniſter to queen Elizabeth, 
was a man who had all the arts of a 
courtier. During the latter years of that 
queen's reign, he entered (unknown to 
his ſovereign and her miniſters) into a cor- 
reſpondence with James I. At one time, 
indeed, he was very near being diſcovered; 
but, by uncommon preſence of mind, he 
ayoided the danger; for, as the queen 
was taking the air upon Black-heath, a poit 
riding by, her majeſty euquired trom 
whence it came? and being told, From 
+ Scotland,” ſhe {topped her coach to re- 
ceive the packet. Upon which Sir Ro- 
bert Cecil (who was in the coach with het) 
was extremely apprebenlive Icit his ſectet 
| +L 5 cor- 
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coreſpondences ſhould. be diſcovered; 
however, he put a. good face upon the 
matter, and haſtily called for a knife to 
open the packet, that delays and puts-off 
might not breed ſuſpicion, But when he 
came to cut it open, he told the queen 
that it looked and ſmelt very ill, coming 
out of many unſavoury budgets; ſo it 
was proper to open and air it before ſhe 
ſaw what it contained: and the queen hav- 
ing no ſuſpicion of his deſign, and being 
delicate in the ſenſe of ſmelling, delayed 
her curioſity till the packet was aired; 
by which means Cecil had an opportunity 
of ſecreting the intelligence Which he had 
dreaded might be diſcovered. 


While the brave captain Benbow (ſon 
of colonel John Benbow, of whom men- 
tion is made in a few preceding pages) 
commanded his own frigate in the Medi- 
terranean, he was attacked in his paſſage 
to Cadiz by a Sallee rover, againſt whom 

Pr e nn 
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he defended himſelf, notwithſtanding the 


inferiority of his numbers, with the ut- 


moſt bravery, till at lat the Moors board - 


ed him, but were quickly beat out of 


their ſhip again, with the loſs of thirteen 
men, whoſe heads captain Benbow ordered 


to be cut off, and thrown into a tub of 
pork-pickle. When he arrived at Cadiz, 


he went on ſhore, and ordered a negro fer- 
vant to follow him, with the Moors heads 


| ina ſack. He had ſarcely landed, before 
the officers of the revenue enquired of 


his ſervant what he had in his ſack ? The 


captain anſwered, Salt proviſions for his 


own uſe, * That may be,“ anſwered the 
officers, * but we muſt inſiſt upon feeing 


them. Captain Benbow alledged, That 


he was no ſtranger there; that he did not 
uſe to run goods, and pretended to take 


it ill that he was ſuſpected. The officers 
told him, that the magiſtrates were fitting 
not far off, and that if they were ſatisfied 
with his word, his ſervant might carry the 

pro- 
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proviſions where he pleaſed ; but that 
otherwiſe, it was not in their power to 
grant any ſuch diſpenſation. The captain 
conſented to the propoſal, and away they 
marched to the cuſtom-houſe, Mr. Ben- 
bow in the front, his man in the centre, 
and the officers in the rear. The ma- 
giſtrates, when he came before them, 
treated captain Benbow with great civi- 
lity, and told him, That they were ſorry to 
make a point of ſuch a trifle, -but that, 
ſince he had refuſed to ſhew the contents 
of his ſack to their officers, the nature of 
their employments obliged: them to de- 
mand a fight of them; and that, as they 
_ doubted not they were ſalt proviſions, the 
ſhewing them could be of no great conſe- 
quence one way or other. I told you, 
ſays Benbow, ſternly, they were ſalt pro- 
_ © viſions for my own uſe. Cæſar, throw 
t them down upon the table; and, gentle- 
© men, if you like them, they are at your 
F ſervice: T he Spaniards , were nn. 
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ly ſtr uck at the ſight of the Moors heads, 


and no leſs aſtoniſhed at the account of 


the captain's adventure, who, with ſo ſmall 


a force, had been able to defeat ſuch a 
number of barbarians. They ſent an ac- 
count of the whole matter to the court of 
Madrid, and Charles II. then king of 

pain, was ſo much pleaſed with it, that 


he deſired to ſee the Engliſh captain. 
Accordingly Benbow made a journey to 
court, where he was received with great 


_ teſtimonies of reſpe&t, and not only dif- 


miſſed with a handſome preſent, but his 


Catholic majeſty was alſo pleaſed to write 
a letter in his behalf to king James II. 
who, upon the captain's return, gave him 
a ſhip, which was his introducing to the 
. navy. 5 


Voltaire's love of Engliſh humour is ſo 


ſtrong, that he will preſerve the moſt 
common and blackguard ſtories; and, by 


taking n memorandums of them, one 
would 
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would think he means to new ereſs them, 
and thereby make them his own, in ſome 
future book of tales. A certain Engliſh 


general officer led ſo diſſipated a life, that 
he often drank tokay of a guinea a quart, 
even when alone. Upon which his lady 


would often ſay, My dear general, what- 
ever you do for the honour of the crown, 


and in compliment to ſtate- days, do not 
* drink ſuch expenſive wine when by 
« yourſelf; for what muſt your poor chil- 
© dren do?” + Oh!” ſays the general, © 1 


am eaſy as to that; let them ſmell at the 
corks. It being neceſſary to tap him 


ſome time after for the dropſy, he went 


through the operation like a ſoldier ; but 


aſking what the ſurgeons had found, and 
they replying water, he ſaid, * How can 


© that be? I never drank a drop of water 


all my life. But how long will it be 
before I muſt be tapped again ?? On 


5 being anſwered ſix months, he replied, It 
is impoſſible! no veſſel in my houſe ever 
1 held 
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_ © held above fix weeks.” In ſhort, his & 
life was, ſo profligate, that his lady at laſt 


ſaying, * Why, general, you will not leave 


* a ſhilling to bury you?? Oh !? ſays ey 
© I'll ftink them into good manners.“ 
When this ſtory was told Voltaire, he rub- 
bed his hands for; joy, immediately ſet pen 
to paper, and an elegant tale on that ſub- 
ject, with all the Engliſh bon mots, i is now 
to INF ſeen at Fernex. 


| It fu p ald of that truly-great man, 
Sir Iſaac Newton, that a very intimate 
friend happened to call one day at his houſe, 
and was introduced into the room where 
Sir Iſaac generally dined, and where a 
boiled chicken had been ſome time wait- 


ing for him under a cover, agreeable to his 


own direction; but he was then too buſily 
engaged in his ſtudy to attend to any thing 

of that kind. The gentleman, not having 
himſelf dined, and finding, after ſome 


time, that Sir Une: did not come, fat 


down 
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down himſelf to the chicken, and com- 
pletely finiſhed ĩt, putting the cover over the 
bones, and giving the ſervant directions to 
prepare another. After a while, Sir Iſaac 
came down from his ſtudy, and telling 
his friend he was both weary and hungry, 
took off the cover under which he ſup- 
poſed his chicken was, but found then 
little elſe beſides bones; upon which he 
immediately concluded within himſelf that 
he had already dined, and that it had 
eſcaped? his memory. Well, ſaid he, 
e at his friend; and ſmiling; in 
„truth, I had utterly forgot that I had 


+ dined before.” 1 $950 
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